
THE BOARDOF COUNTYCOMMISSIONERS
 
OF SANTA FE COUNTY
 

RESOLUDON NO. 2013· 57 

A ItESQl,WION DIRECTING STAFF TO INVESTIGATE AND DETERMINE 
IF fltlllG"CITY OFSANTA FE'SAPPLICATION TORE-PERMIT ITS 

NORTHWEST WELL AS:A PRIMARY PRODIJC'FIONWELL ISA BREACH 
OF AGREEMENTS WITH THE COUNTY ANDOTHERS CONCERNING 

SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF GROUNDWATERSVPPUES IN THE 
· SANTAM BASIN AND THE N..P·TBASIN; DIRECTING STAFF TO REPORT 

ITsFINDINCSTO THE BOARD OF CO~YCOMM!SSleNERS; 
PROVIDING FOR OPTIONS ANDREMEDIES IN THE·EVENT OF A BREACH• 

. '(IN'J!RGDtJCED BY COMMISSIONER MAYFIELD ANDCOMMISSIONER 
ANAYA) 

WHEREAS, the CityofSantaFe has filed an application with theOffice ofthe 
"State~eerto convert its Northwest well fromtemporary use to a permanent sourceof 
supplyfor theCity ofSanta Fe water system, ratherthan asa back",up or supplement to 
othcr:9()~,f supply; '.. . 

WBJREAS, pumping of the Northwest well as a supplemental wellunder a 
preVfouslylogranted permit affected groundwater supplies to those in tb~T8.tlo Roadand 
Tesuqueheblo areasand has had broaderimpacts on theSantaFe Basiri,theN-P.T 

·wate.r'$yslmn and La Ci~ whichleads to concerns that evengreatereffects on
 
County residents and thegeneral groundwater systemwin beexperienced lfthe new
 
applieati()flispted;
 

.WREREA$, a consolidated groupofpersons andorganizations. haveprotested
 
.the.City'$.i\pplication, consisting of seventeen different organizations, 1.,000 to 2,000
 
househOf~ and 6,000or more individuals;
 

· WBEREAS~ the consolidated groupreports thatwells in the. TanoRoadand 
. Tesuque PUeblo areashave experienced aquifer declineas a resultofbi$torical pumping 

from. the" Northwest well, andthat the decline rates in wells less than one'nrile fromthe 
NorthwestWellhave doubled resulting in a reduction in theusefu1life~fweUssomeof 

whichwiB~godty withinforty (40) yearsat presentratesofdecline; 

WBE1lEAS, thesame COGsolidated groupof personsreports that negotiations 
wereheld with the.City concerning its application andpossiblewaystoteduee the impact 
oftheCity'$ continued pumping of the well in the Summer of2012;but that theCity 
~q,~ations beforewaterleveldatawas gathered to assess the impacts ofthe 

. ~ftftli~.,.:·"'i"I'" ''., , 



WBBREAS, thedevelopnmlt of a newgrO~_ resource also leadsto
 
~ ...Ibout two agreements in place between the CitY, Countyand other parties
 
co~U$e of groundwater;
 

.. WllEREAS,·tbe Cityand County agreed in p~ph8 of thewater Reso\lI'OOs 
~t Between the Cityand County of SantaFe (200S) c~ ... to"imp!ement 
cmtj,unctive use management by relyingon surfacewater when it is availableand using 
grOundwater only as necessary ..."; 

WllEUAS,in the Cost Sharing and System Implementation A~tin the 
caseof NewMexico ex rel. State Engineer v. Aamodt, the Cityagreedto " ... reduce and 
mitiptethe effettsof groundwater pumping by the City ofSanta Fe ..." andto " •.. utilizeD 
.surf_ .WIt't«supplies to :the maximum extentfeasible in a manner whichminimizes effects
 
on_ ...... surface water supplies ... and ... otherwise utilizeU botItsurfaceand
 
groun~it).a tnanner which minimizes effects onthe ground andsurface water supplies
 

n • ." , 

WJlEUAS, these seemingly unambiguous contract terms shouldapplyto the 
CitY's 'usecof.•Northwest well, and the permitting decisions ofthe Otnceofthe State 
~~dmirror theseeoacepts; 

._AS, to the extentthat the Cityplansto rely on the Northwestwell for
 
~~supply rather than paekupsupply,thecontr.act lana-ge is inconsistent
 
with thepls ofthe applicaUon, and these contradictions shou1d·be~and
 

WlmREAs, theBoard desires to direct staffto work with ~ Cityof ~ Fe 
8l1d ~ to.c:Jetermin.o whether the application isconsistcmt with thecontraetlanguage 

. referred to·above, and report back to the BoardwhCm the information isdeveloped. 

N6W,TllEUFORE, BE IT RES()LVED, AS :FOLLOWS: 

.1. County staffand the legaldepartment shall workwith the City ofSinta Fe and 
othef:sto~e whether the application for re-perQlittingoftheNQltbwest wellis 
consisteliwith ptlblic welfare and conservation. County staffandthe leaa1 department 
sballablo~ anddeterminewhether the City's application seeksto te-permit the 
N.west W'eUas a directsource ofsupplyor as a back-up sourceof supply. IfthleCity 

.~tore-permitthe well as a directsourceof supply, thelegaldepettment shall report 
to the....Whdher such an objective is a violation ofthe Water R.eso~ Agree1nent 
and theC4&t'lPringandSystem Integration Agreement and, USC, the available options, . 
·COWJeq~and remedies for sucha breaoh. These factual findinasshanbe reported DO' . 

Itltet thIn·ttm·I:iPard's September, 2013 adnUnistrativemeeting. 

2.. Ifa 1.'»reach is· determined to exist, the Board or.CountyCounnissioners shall 
. c.tiroetstaft'to take any andall actiondeemed necessary to1>t'iDlth~County's concerns to 
··thctat.tentiononhc~ otfiee of the State Engineer, to directlY address the broaohthrough 
,~i8tclegataetion, and to take other actions deemed necessary andpf0Per 
~tt'.penditlg application. 
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3. .County staff shall alsoundertake further hydroIQgic studies of theNorthwest 
wento~ the pot~tia1 effects of the wellon the local and regional·aquifer as well 
as'the affectsthe proposed useof the wellwillbave on COunty constituents. 1bi.i report 
shaU".madellt) later than the Board's September. 2013 administrative meeting. 

APPROVJD;ANDADOPTED this JL'lfJy of June,.2013. 

TBEBOARDOF COUN1'YCOMMISSIONERS 
or $ANTA I"ECOUNTY 

AP'llOVEDAS TO'PORM: 

~~AUmney 

Bec RESOLUTIONS 
COUNTY OF SANTA FE PAGES: 3 

:STqTE OF NEW MEXICO ss 

! I Hel'eby Certify That This Instrument Was Fi led for 
Record On The 12TH Day Of June, 2013 at 02:18:10 PM 
And Was OuIy R-ecorded as Irrs t rumerrt j:j 1708657 
Of The ec rds Of Santa Fe County 

My and And Seal Of Office 
Geraldine Salazar 

.'. ._ County CI",rk I Santa Fe I NM 
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