


















ATTACHMENTS TO 

NATIONWIDE PERMIT PRE-CONSTRUCTION NOTIFICATION (PCN) FORM 

 

RIO QUEMADO WATERSHED PROJECT 

Action No. SPA-2013-00536-ABQ 

SANTA FE COUNTY, NM 

 

The rehabilitation of three existing Acequia diversion structures (Acequia de Las Cuevas 
and the Acequia Manuel Vigil on the Santa Cruz River and the Acequia de Sra. Epitacio 
Deaguero on the Rio Quemado) and construction of an on-grade crossing of the Rio Quemado is 
part of the Rio Quemado Watershed Project.  The Rio Quemado Watershed Project is a study of 
the Santa Cruz River between the mouth of the Rio Quemado and Santa Cruz Dam, as well as 
the Rio Quemado for approximately 2,800 feet above its confluence with the Santa Cruz River.  
This Project is being undertaken by William J. Miller Engineers, Inc. under a Professional 
Services Agreement with Santa Fe County, dated April 29, 2013. 

Authorization for minimal impact (25 lf / 0.03 ac intermittent stream channel) to 
construct an on-grade crossing on the Rio Quemado is requested under Nationwide Permit No. 
14 – Linear Transportation Crossings.  The remaining project work associated with the 
rehabilitation of three existing Acequia diversion structures is included only for information.  
The three Acequia diversions do not require permit authorization per our meeting with W. M. 
Oberle on December 4, 2013. 

The following responses are submitted supplement the required responses contained in 
the attached PCN Form:  

Box 1: Relation of Applicant to Property - Applicant is owner of property on which proposed on-
grade crossing and Epitacio Deaguero diversion structure is to be constructed and is the sponsor 
of the rehabilitation of the diversion structures serving the Acequia Las Cuevas and the Acequia 
Manuel Vigil. 

Box 3: Name of Property Owners: 

a. Acequia de Sra. Epitacio Deaguero diversion structure: Santa Fe County; 
b. Rio Quemado on-grade stream crossing: Santa Fe County; 
c. Acequia Las Cuevas diversion structure: John Florez; 
d. Acequia Manuel Vigil diversion structure: Judith Moore. 

Box 5: Project locations: 

Structure Latitude Longitude Stream NWP # 

Acequia Epitacio Deaguero 35.9916° 105.9312° Rio Quemado Exempt 

Stream crossing 35.9914° 105.9322° Rio Quemado 14 

Acequia Las Cuevas 35.9846° 105.9259° Santa Cruz River Exempt 

Acequia Manuel Vigil 35.9850° 105.9265° Santa Cruz River Exempt 
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The Acequia de Las Cuevas and the Acequia Manuel Vigil diversion structures divert 
water from the Santa Cruz River a points located about 2,800 feet and 3,000 feet, respectively, 
downstream of Santa Cruz Dam.  The two Acequia Diversion structures are located in the NW ¼ 
NW ¼, Section 7, T 20 N, R 10 E, NMPM.  The Acequia de Sra. Epitacio Deaguero diverts 
water from the Rio Quemado at a point about 500 feet upstream of the confluence with the Santa 
Cruz River in the NE ¼ SE ¼, Section 1, T 20 N, R 9 E, NMPM.  The proposed on-grade 
crossing of the Rio Quemado is located about 120 feet upstream of the Rio Quemado’s 
confluence with the Santra Cruz River in the NE ¼ SE ¼, Section 1, T 20 N, R 9 E, NMPM.  
The Acequia Las Cuevas and Acequia Manuel Vigil diversion structures are located adjacent to 
and accessible via the Santa Cruz Dam Road.  The access to the Acequia Epitacio Deaguero 
diversion structure and the Rio Quemado on-grade crossing is restricted by a locked gate. 

Box 6:   

Reasons for discharge into waters of the United States 

 The rehabilitation of Acequia diversion structures requires placement of fill material 
below high water line in order to function properly.  Placement of fill material into Rio Quemado 
for on-grade crossing is required to ensure stability of stream bank and stream bed.  

 

Proposed discharge of dredge and fill material 

Structure 
Water Body 

Type 

Permanent Fill 
Total Volume of 

Fill (yd3) Material 
Area 

(acres) 
Length 

(ft.) 
Acequia Epitacio 

Deaguero 
Intermittent .30 250 590 Boulders 

Stream crossing Intermittent .03 25 65 
Boulders/

Riprap 

Las Cuevas Intermittent .03 30 90 Boulders 

Manuel Vigil Intermittent .01 10 25 Boulders 

 

Describe direct and indirect effects caused by the activity: 

 Activity may result in temporary, minor increase in turbidity.  Otherwise, the activity will 
not result in more than minimal adverse environmental effects and will not be contrary to the 
public interest. 

 

Box 10 Proposed Compensatory Mitigation 

 No compensatory mitigation is proposed for the proposed rehabilitation to three acequia 
diversion structures and proposed on-grade crossing of the Rio Quemado.  The proposed 
improvements are all designed to maintain normal downstream flows, enhance stability of the 



3 
 

channel bed and banks, and restore native vegetation to disturbed areas.  Impacted areas are very 
small and work is to be performed in a dry stream channel (water to be by-passed around 
construction activities or stream will be de-watered by upstream irrigation diversion).  The 
construction contract requires implementation of erosion and sediment control plan at 
construction site. 

 

Box 13 Section 401 Water Quality Certification (New Mexico): 

 The following conditions apply to this project: 1-8, 11, 14-16. 

 

Box 15 Nationwide Permit Regional Conditions: 

 The following regional conditions apply to this project:  

a. Dredge and Fill Activities in Intermittent and Perennial Streams, Special Aquatic Sites, 
and Outstanding National Resource Waters (ONRWs).  

j. Nationwide Permit No. 14- Linear Transportation Crossings.  No culverts are proposed 
for this project. 

 

Nationwide Permit General Condition 10. Fills within 100-Year Floodplain. 

The proposed on-grade crossing on the Rio Quemado is located within the County-
mapped FEMA floodplain for the Santa Cruz River.  The proposed construction activity 
will not increase the floodplain because the proposed cross-section and grade of the on-
grade crossing will match the existing channel cross-section and grade.   


