
Welcome!  This is an open house.  Please sign in and get a name tag.  We invite you to walk 
around and view all the posters.  We are here to answer any questions regarding the process, 
the drafts, and the anticipated outcomes.  

Pojoaque Community Plan Open House

1Pojoaque Planning Area Boundary

Please feel free to 
add any comments 
to the posters and 
to discuss any 
questions or com-
ments with your 
nieghbors and 
County staff.  

Grab a drink and 
some snacks. 



Why are we here?
1. Community Planning was started in Santa Fe County in 1998 as an innovative way to work directly with communities in addressing local needs in planning for future growth. County staff have worked with community members in many communities to create plans that serve as a guide for future development, land use, community facilities, projects and 
2. Adopted community plans are adopted by the Board of County Commissioners which are amendments to the County-wide growth management plan.3. Ordinances are then developed from the Community plans to create the standards and regulations needed to implement community plan.4. In 2010, the County adopted the Sustainable Growth Management Plan (SGMP) to replace the County’s 1996 Growth Management Plan. All existing and any new community plans were adopted, as amendments to the SGMP and are an active element of the County-wide comprehensive plan.5. In 2013, the County adopted the Sustainable Land Development Code (SLDC) which is the new framework for County-wide land use and zoning regulations. 6. In 2015, the BCC established Planning Communities to work with County staff and initiated a Community Planning Process to:a. Update existing Community Plans, as needed, and to     amend the SGMP with those updates.b. Develop Community District Overlays to serve as separate  sections of the SLDC and identify land use regulations       

tailored to the local community, using the standards     
family, neighbors and staff who have helped work on the Community Planning Update process and to get your feedback on the work that has been completed.

Valley Community Strategic Plan is an amendment to the 2010 SGMP

 

9. CHAPTER 9 - COMMUNITY DISTRICTS

9.1. PURPOSE.  The Community District is a zoning tool intended to preserve and protect unique 
communities and areas through the implementation of an adopted Community Plan that is 
consistent with the SGMP as set forth in Chapter 2.  Santa Fe County is committed to preserving, 
protecting, enhancing, and perpetuate the value of these areas through the establishment of 
Community Districts.  The Board, pursuant to Chapter 8, may establish Community District 
Overlay Zones (O-CD) that are consistent with the SGMP, an adopted Community Plan and any 
applicable County Land Use Plans.

9.2. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMUNITY DISTRICT OVERLAY ZONES. Chapter 8 sets 
forth the standards and procedures for establishment of a Community District Overlay Zone (O-
CD) to implement the zoning-related provisions of an adopted Community Plan.  With the 
adoption of the SLDC, local communities are encouraged to revise their Community Plans to be 
consistent with the SGMP and this ordinance, and to propose appropriate overlay zoning 
regulations to establish an O-CD in accordance with Chapter 8.  Upon the establishment of an O-
CD for any given Community District, the regulations of the applicable O-CD will be inserted 
into this section and become part of the SLDC. 

9.2.1.Adoption of Community District’s Overlay Zone. This community district overlay zone 
shall be established upon adoption by the BCC of an amendment of the SLDC to establish 
the Community District overlay zone.

9.3. EFFECT OF OVERLAY DISTRICTS ON SLDC 

9.3.1.General Provisions. The regulations, standards and provisions described herein are specific 
to each community district’s overlay zone. Where conflict arises between SLDC regulations 
and the community district standards and provisions, the district’s standards and provisions 
shall prevail. However, when the district’s standards are silent on an issue that would 
otherwise be governed by the SLDC or other applicable County codes, the SLDC or those 
other codes shall prevail.

9.3.2.Use Matrix. Where a community district overlay has established a Use Matrix, that Use 
Matrix shall prevail.  Where a community district overlay has not established a Use Matrix, 
the SLDC Use Matrix other than exceptions identified by the community district overlay
shall prevail.

9.3.3.Effect on Zoning Map. As stated in Chapter 8 of this Code, an approved overlay 
community district does not replace the underlying zoning of the area.  Instead, it allows for 
a modification of the regulations of the underlying zoning district to accommodate unique 
conditions that do not fit the base zoning district.  

9.10. POJOAQUE VALLEY COMMUNITY DISTRICT OVERLAY.

9.10.1. Purpose and Intent. The provisions of the Pojoaque Valley Community District Overlay 
(PVCD) are intended to implement and be consistent with the land use goals, objectives

Community District Overlay - informed by the Plan and existing Ordinance. 
be included into the SLDC.
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SANTA FE COUNTY 
Ordinance No. 2008-5

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE XIV, TRADITIONAL AND CONTEMPORARY
COMMUNITY ZONING DISTRICTS, OF THE SANTA FE COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT
CODE, ORDINANCE 1996-10, AS AMENDED, TO ADD A NEW SECTION 12, POJOAQUE
VALLEY TRADITIONAL COMMUNITY DISTRICT.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF SANTA FE COUNTY
THAT THE SANTA FE COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, ORDINANCE 1996-10,
ARTICLE XIV, TRADITIONAL AND CONTEMPORARY COMMUNITY ZONING DISTRICTS (AS
AMENDED), IS HEREBY AMENDED TO ADD A NEW SECTION 12, AS FOLLOWS: 

Sec. 12. PPOOJJOOAAQQUUEE VVAALLLLEEYY TTRRAADDIITTIIOONNAALL CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY DDIISSTTRRIICCTT

12.1 Applicability
A. This Ordinance applies to the territory on the Pojoaque Valley Traditional Community

(“PVTC”) District Map (Attachment A) within the PVTC District Boundary. Attachment B
describes the PVTC District Boundary.   

B. The foregoing notwithstanding, should any Pueblo within whose exterior boundary the
territory lies assert jurisdiction to zone the territory, that assertion may limit applicability of
this Ordinance. 

C. Development within the PVTC District shall be governed by the provisions of this Ordinance
and the Land Development Code. 

12.2 Purpose
This Ordinance is intended to implement the land use goals, strategies and intent of the Pojoaque
Valley Community Strategic Plan, Resolution 2007-120, and the planning policies of the Growth
Management Plan’s “Community and District Planning” and “Traditional and Contemporary
Communities” sections.      

12.3 PVTC Zoning Sub-Districts Established 

The following PVTC Zoning Sub-Districts are hereby established and in the PVTC District.  

PVTC Zoning Sub-Districts          

Adopted by the BCC in Resolution 20007-120.



Pojoaque Community Plan

• 2002-The Board of County 
Commissioners (BCC) initiated a 
Community Planning Process and 
established a planning committee. 

• 2003-Tribal Summit with Valley Tribal 
Governments was held to discuss the 
role and goals of the Pojoaque Valley 
Planning Committee

• 2007-BCC approved the Pojoaque 
Valley Strategic Plan

• 2008-The BCC approved the Pojoaque 
Valley District Ordinance.
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Pojoaque Valley is still home to our thriving predominantly rural communities. We remain 
blessed by the natural beauty that surrounds us and continue to honor our historical roots. We 
cherish our socio-economic and cultural diversity while nurturing and protecting the harmonious 
and interdependent relationships among all our people.
Pojoaque Valley continues to retain its quiet, rural character: small vegetable gardens and farm 
animals such as horses, cows, and chickens are a common sight; roads remain relatively narrow 
and typically unpaved with no billboards; vibrant and economically viable acequias water 
agricultural lands; cottage industries and carefully placed resource-conserving small businesses 

light. We enjoy clean air, land, and water, and everyone knows their neighbors.
We have high quality community facilities and services that are accessible to everyone. The 
Valley’s schools are among the best in the nation. Skilled and considerate law enforcement 

protection and guaranteed access to our properties via rural roads that are safe for us and our 
children to walk, as well as ride bicycles and horses. There are effective solutions for solid and 
liquid waste management.
Lovely public open spaces, recreational areas, and comfortable plazas have been developed with 
community energy where residents of all ages gather and foster a cohesive atmosphere that 
distinguishes our Valley as a model of community cooperation and mutual support.



Completed Phases: 
(What has been completed)1. Community Plan Review and Proposed Updates a. Reviewed existing Community Plan c. Reviewed Existing Land Use  d. Reviewed regulatory framework e. Developed Future Land Use Plan2. Review Zoning Map Draft and Community District      Ordinance a. Reviewed existing community district           ordinance and zoning,  b. Reviewed adoption draft zoning map from March 2014  c. Reviewed SLDC in relation to the community district,  d. Proposed Use Matrix, community district standards     and proposed zoning.3. Update Community Plan, review zoning map and Community District Overlay drafts a. Community Plan Update Draft,  b. Reviewed community district zoning map draft c. Community district overlay Draft
Current Phases: 
(Where we are now)  a. Community Plan Updates  b. Community District Overlay   c. Zoning Districts
Future Phases: 
(Where we are going) 5.  BCC public Hearings: a. Community Plan (SGMP Amendment) c. SLDC Amendment Process for Community Districts      (SLDC Amendment Process)

2015 Community Participants:

Examples from the Planning Meetings:

“Blue Document” - Staff took the direct lines 
from the Plan and compared them to the 
corresponding Code requirements. Committee 
members went line by line to decide if the 
regulation was covered in the SLDC. If the 
regulation was not covered the item was not 
covered the line was to be put into the Pojoaque 
Overlay.

B Use Matrix from the Code and created a document that only contained the zoning went through each use and based on the Plan decided if the use was Permitted, An Accessory, Conditional or Prohibited.

7 meetings at the El Rancho Community Center,  the community members who participated in these planning meetings.
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03.16.15 Pojoaque Valley Traditional  Community District Ordinance/SLDC  Comparison Tool

03.16.15

Community Ordinance Regulation Relationship to SLDC Standards Community Review Staff recommendations

12.3 Pojoaque Valley Traditional Residential Subdistrict 8.6.8 Traditional Community-.75/.33   p.196
Opposed to anything that reduces density below 3/4 
acre per DU

Traditional Community, and address the .33 acre/DU 
through clusterin

12.3 Pojoaque Valley Traditional Mixed-Use
8.6.8 Traditional Community-.75/.33   p.196, could also be 8.7.1 
Commercial General, 8.7.2, Commercial Neighborhod, or 8.11.2 Rural 
Commercial Overlay

Rural Comercial Overlay Rural Commercial Overlay

12.4 Pojoaque Valley District Use Table (Special Uses 
not in SLDC)

8.5 Use Regualtions, p. 190-191 Define in Use Table

12.5 PVTC District Density and Dimensional Standards
8.6.8 Traditional Community-Table 8-12, p. 196;  8.7.1 Commercial 
General-Tbale 8-13, p. 197;  8.7.2  Commercial Neighborhood-Table 8-
14p.198, 

24' Maximum building height

12.5  PVTC District Density and Dimensional Standards 7.3.3 Setbacks, Table 7-A, p. 95

There are a lot of easements in the Pojoaque Valley.  
Is the setback from the property line or the 
easement?  What defines the "front" and "rear" in 
assigning setback?  Suggestion to define "front" as 
where the County road access leads into property, 
and without a county raod, "front" would be from a 
designated access easement.  

Use Traditional Community setback of 5' minimum from 
front, rear and sides.

12.6  A.  Supplemental Use Standards-Non-residential 
Standards

8.11.2.3-Rural Commercial Overlay, p. 205;  8.7.1 Commercial General, 
Table 8-13 p. 197;  8.7.2 Commercial Neighborhood, Table 8-14, p. 198

Define in Rural Commercial Overlay

12.6 B.  Home Business, Home Occupations allowed 
throughout PVTC District

10.6 Home occupation p. 218 Pojoaque needs to inform
Defer to Home Occupation, 10.6.3.1, p. 218---A Home 
Occupation may be located in any residential district, 
subject to the p;rovisions of this section.

12.6  B.  1.  Site Development Plan required 10.6 Home occupation p. 218---required for medium impact
Defer to Home Occupation, 10.6.4.3 Medium Impact 
requires a Conditional Use permit.

12. 6. B. 2.  Home business clearly inceidental and 
secondary to residentail use of property

Not specified in SLDC. ???

12.6. B. 3.  No more than 2,500 square feet used for 
home businesses

10.6 Home occupation-Table 10-1, p. 219

Defer to Home Occupation Table 10-1---No Impact:  Limited 
to 25% of heated square footage, Low Impact:  Limited to 
35% of heated square footage,  Medium Impact:  Limited to 
50% of heated square footage. 

David A. NealDavid DogruelDevin BentEd PulliamFlo PerkinsJacob MendezJoseph Ortiz

Matthew MurrayRaymond McAllisterScott BustosSteve CarsonVicente Roybal

Pojoaque Community Overlay District Process



Pojoaque Community Land Use Map
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Proposed Land Use Map
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Pojoaque Community Proposed Zoning
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Proposed Zoning Districts

Legend
Pojoaque Valley Community Overlay Zoning District

Parcels

Major Roads

Minor Roads

Streams and Arroyos
Intermittent
Perennial

Not Under Santa Fe County Zoning Jurisdiction*
Tribal Lands
Federal and State Public Lands 

Proposed Pojoaque Valley Community Zoning Districts
Traditional Community
Public / Institutional

Proposed Rural Commercial Overlay District
Area "A"
Area "B"
Area "C"

®
2,000 0 2,0001,000 Feet

June 19, 2015
pojoaque_valley_community_overlay_
district_zoning_6_19_15_poster.mxd

This information is for reference only.
Santa Fe County assumes no liability for

errors associated with the use of these data.
Users are solely responsible for for confirming

data accuracy when necessary.

Santa Fe County
Growth Management

Department
Planning Division

0.5 0 0.50.25 Miles

* County zoning regulations do not apply



Pojoaque Draft Community Plan Update & District Overlay

Pojoaque Valley Strategic Plan Themes 
include Rural Character, Growth 
Management, Community Quality of Life. 

The  Pojoaque  Community  District Overlay, 
along with the proposed zoning map will 
implement the Pojoaque Community 
Plan to direct future development in the 
Pojoaque Valley. 
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The Pojoaque Community Strategic Plan 
was adopted in 2007.  Since that time 
the County has adopted a new planning 
framework.  The 2015 Plan Update contains 
transition language to better incorporate 
it as part of the SGMP.  This update also 

current planning process, but that are very 
important and need to be part of future 
planning processes.  A Land Use map was a 
large part of this process and is included in 
this update.  Current demographics for the 
area are also included.


