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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION SUMMARY  

In June, I am hosting several Town Hall meetings around District 5. If you 

cannot make the date near your area feel free to attend one of the following: 

June 13 – Amy Biehl School     Rancho Viejo/SF Community College area 

June 20 – Turquoise Trail Fire House    Hwy. 14 Area  

All meetings are scheduled to begin at 6:30 p.m.  I hope to see you there. 

FIRE AWARENESS IS KEY FOR FIRE PREVENTION IN SANTA FE COUNTY  

I would like to remind residents it is essential everyone be meticulous in protecting 

our community and being aware of the current fire dangers and restrictions.  Over the past 60 days the Santa Fe 

County Fire Department has responded to 157 fire related calls. Santa Fe County Board of County Commissioners 

has enacted emergency ordinance 2011-2 which prohibits open fires of any kind. Please see below for full list of 

restrictions. 

Ordinance 2011-2 Prohibits: 

• Campfires; 

• Open fires of any kind; 

• Open burning of vegetation or rubbish; 

• Smoking within a County park, campground or any wild land area, except within an enclosed vehicle or in a 

building which is specifically authorized for such and is exempt from the New Mexico No Smoking in Public 

Facilities Act; 

• Littering on public roadways/areas with ignited smoking materials; 

• Use of off-road vehicles, motor bikes, or other motorized apparatus within County parks, campgrounds and 

wild land areas; 

• The issuance of licenses or permits for open burning 

Take a moment to discuss with your family members what you will do in the event of a wildfire in your community, 

make a list of what you should gather in the event of immediate evacuation is warranted, irreplaceable items, legal 

documents, family photos, computer disks. Assemble your disaster supply kit and know how to get out of your 

community. If your egress routes are blocked have a safe zone (A safe zone is a large area free of flammable fuels 

such as ball field, large parking lot, or open space) identified in your community.  For more information on burn 

restrictions and fire prevention contact the Santa Fe County Fire Prevention Division, (505) 995-6523 or visit 

www.santafecountyfire.org. 

June 25 is FREE County Green Waste Day Clean-Up to Promote Wildfire Protection 

Santa Fe County residents can take their green waste to the Buckman Road Recycling and Transfer Station 

(BuRRT), 2600 Buckman Road for FREE between 8 a.m. and 4:45 p.m. on Saturday, June 25, 2011.  Green waste 

includes dried leaves, grasses, weeds, tree limbs and brush. Residents can gather and clean up items around their 

homes that would otherwise present a fire hazard.  Non flammable items such as household trash or appliance will 

NOT be accepted.  This FREE event is sponsored by Santa Fe County and the Santa Fe Solid Waste Management 

Authority.  For more information or if would like to request a wildfire assessment on your property contact Santa Fe 

County Fire Prevention, (505) 995-6523 or www.santafecountyfire.org. 

Thanks, Liz  

 

Here is a summary of the actions taken by the Santa Fe Board of County Commissioners:  
  

The minutes of the April 26, 2011 BCC meeting and the May 5, 2011 Special Budget Study 

Session were unanimously [5-0] approved. 
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Special Presentations 
 The Commission welcomed the 2011 Santa Fe County Fair queen Sarah Czmyrid and princess 

Katey House. The County Fair will be held August 3 through August 7. 

 

 The Housing Department recognized Melissa Serrano for completing the Family Self-Sufficiency 

Program. She was presented with a certificate and a check. 

 

 The Commission recognized Erle Wright (GIS Department) for receiving the Certified Public 

Official Designation Award. 

 

 Debra Garcia (GIS Department) was recognized for the completion of her studies for Working 

Adults Program. 

 

 Annabelle Romero, Director of the County Corrections Department, was honored for receiving 

the 2011 Governor’s Award for Outstanding Women and for her induction into the New Mexico 

Women’s Hall of Fame, one of only two honorees this year. 

 

 Rubina Cohen gave the annual report on the activities of the Santa Fe City/County Food Policy 

Council highlighting the need for increased consumption of local foods, the loss of agricultural 

land and policy recommendations for local and state governmental entities. The organization has 

advised on the Sustainable Growth Management Plan and is focusing on food storage for disaster 

preparedness, along with legislative initiatives. They requested County support. 

 

Matters from the Commission  

 A resolution naming the Fire Station located at 30 W. Kinsell Avenue in Stanley after Herman C. 

Sena was unanimously approved.  

 

 A resolution naming the Fire Station located at 682 New Mexico Highway 472 after Governor 

and Mrs. Bruce King was unanimously approved. 

 

Consent Calendar 

The following items were unanimously [5-0] approved  

 

 A $301,920.06 grant from the State Aging and Long-Term Services Department for the Nambe 

Senior / Community Center. (District 1) 

 

 The granting of right-of-way to Cuatro Villas Mutual Domestic Water Users Association to 

accommodate two tanks and other infrastructure at La Puebla Park. (District 1) 

 

 A resolution amending resolution 2009-205 to terminate contracts with KDCE and KSFR radio 

stations for the broadcast of BCC meetings, retaining agreements with KSWV and Channel 28. 

Radio stations will not be named in the new resolution.  

 

Treasurer’s Office 

 A resolution passed imposing an annual liquor license tax. 

 

Board of Finance 



 County Treasurer Victor Montoya gave the quarterly report relating to the investment plan and 

portfolio. The County manages over $113 million in the form of interest-bearing accounts and 

custodial banks, CD’s, government bonds and T-bills. Action on the Investment Plan was tabled 

to allow the Investment Committee time to meet. 

 

Utilities Department  

 The resolution passed (3-2 vote with Commissioners Anaya and Mayfield voting against) for a 

new rate and fee schedule for the Santa Fe County Water Utility. Director Patricio Guerrerortiz 

gave a history of the Utility and the rationale behind the suggested changes. 

 

Finance Department 

 The resolution establishing the Santa Fe County Audit Committee unanimously passed.  

 

Public Works Department  

 A Lighting agreement with NM DOT for installation of intersection LED lighting on NM 14 and 

Santa Fe Studios Road aka Montañas de Oro to facilitate the studio development was approved 

by majority (4-1 with Commissioner Mayfield voting against).  

 

Growth Management 

 An ordinance and resolution to define regulate and implement the affordable housing roof repair 

or replacement and renovations Happy Roofs Program passed by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Matters from the County Manager 
 Santa Fe County Energy Specialists Erik Aaboe and Craig O’Hare were introduced.   

 

 Kristine Mihelcic, Public Information Specialist, gave a brief overview and demonstration of the 

Sunshine Section of the website, which provides instant internet access to County contracts, 

monthly expenditures and employee information, along with links to other information already 

available on the website. 

 

 Solid Waste Ordinance was discussed and the Commission will revisit the ordinance to 

ascertain the practicality of a12-punch card for $40.    

 

 San Marcos Transfer Station will undergo construction and be closed for a two-month period, 

notice will be provided.  

 

Finance Department  

 The Interim 2011-2012 (Fiscal Year 2012) Budget was discussed and a resolution approving 

the interim budget passed (4-1 vote with Commissioner Anaya voting against).  

 

All BCC meetings are broadcast live at  www.santafecounty.org, Comcast Channel 28 and Que Suave AM 810. To view 

recorded video of this BCC meeting, go to http://santafecounty.org/video_on_demand/ or check GOV TV Channel 28 listings. 
Approved transcripts of the meeting will be available within 10 working days of approval at www.santafecounty.org. 

Sign up for News from District 5, at Commissioner Liz Stefanics' Newsletter sign-up page.   At the Quick Info section select 

“Sign up for District 5 Newsletter”. Everyone is welcome to the newsletter. We ask for your home address to occasionally contact 

District 5 residents regarding issues that affect your area i.e., town hall meetings, road work, etc. 

We do not share your email with third parties. 
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