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The League asked:
* Response is incomplete 

because it exceeded the word 
limit.

What training and 
experience qualify you for 
this office? (50 words)

What are your top three 
priorities for the city of 
Santa Fe? (75 words)

How will you address the 
budget challenges posed 
to the city of Santa Fe by its 
annexations?  (75 words)

How will you address the 
new service needs posed 
to the city of Santa Fe by 
its annexation?  (75 words) 

What actions are needed 
to maintain and improve 
current city services?  (75 
words)

What will you do to 
make Santa Fe more 
environmentally strong?  
(75 words)

What sources of revenue 
are needed in order to 
make Santa Fe a thriving 
city? (50 words)

Miguel 
Chavez

20 years volunteer experi-
ence working on city issues.  
elected to council in 2000, 
where I have advocated for 
neighborhoods, promoted 
local cottage industries, and 
worked to ensure a clean, 
sustainable water supply.  
Have served on all major 
council and regional com-
mittees and the board of the 
national league of Cities.

appoint a professional city 
manager with clear duties 
and responsibilities, includ-
ing identifying a larger 
community vision to pri-
oritize city needs on the 
basis of available funding 
and providing needed ser-
vices in a cost-effective way.  
Preserve existing neighbor-
hoods through careful plan-
ning, enforcement of existing 
laws, and strong public safety 
programs. Support diverse 
local businesses by empha-
sizing cultural and heritage 
tourism, local arts and crafts, 
and technical and vocational 
training for new industries.

The city needs strategic bud-
get planning to prioritize ba-
sic needs and services for all 
areas of the city, to develop 
a management team that 
emphasizes value for every 
tax dollar spent, and to insti-
tute cost-effective measures 
to make sure that everyone 
in the city is paying their fair 
share. For annexed areas, 
additional revenue sources 
include taxes and impact 
fees generated from new 
growth, and payments or in-
frastructure improvements 
obtained through negotia-
tions with the county.

The annexation timetable 
needs to be revisited, aligning 
it with projected revenues; 
this discussion should include 
the public.  undeveloped ar-
eas should be annexed before 
the more developed areas, 
to provide revenue for future 
annexations.  Public safety is 
most important, but, in some 
cases, the city is already pro-
viding these services outside 
the city.  Yet-to-be annexed 
areas where improved infra-
structure and services could 
help current city residents 
should get first priority for 
annexation.

The city manager should lis-
ten to the public about their 
needs, expectations, and 
experiences with the city as 
a service provider.  The man-
ager then needs to imple-
ment strategic planning to 
prioritize the city’s needs 
and develop plans that 
will efficiently provide ser-
vices to meet those needs.  
management needs to 
work with the unions to use 
cross-training, interdepart-
mental aid, and other mea-
sures to insure that services 
are provided in a timely and 
cost-effective manner. 

The city has recently devel-
oped a broad vision of sus-
tainability, but now this vision 
needs to be implemented.  
realistic, cost-effective first 
steps include retrofitting ex-
iting facilities, incorporating 
green design in all new facili-
ties and vehicles, expanding 
recycling (including green 
waste), encouraging alterna-
tive transportation, utilizing 
alternative energy, and of-
fering incentives to help resi-
dents do the same.  The city 
needs to expand its care of 
parks, trails, and open space, 
allowing people to appreciate 
their natural environment.

Grow the local economy, 
with an emphasis on ex-
panding local businesses.  
use new technologies to 
help develop export pro-
grams that expand the cus-
tomer base of those busi-
nesses.   Follow the guide-
lines of the Culture, arts, and 
Tourism (CaT) Plan to em-
phasize our unique, authen-
tic arts and cultural heritage.

David Coss 
(incumbent)

 

mayor since 2006; City Councilor 
for four years; Chair, City  
Water Conservation Committee; 
Director, State environmental 
Improvement Division, Director, 
Field Operations Division, nm 
State land Office. Director of 
City Public Works, and City 
manager. union officer and 
organizer for 9 years.  I have 
worked with state, county and 
federal governments…*

Create a strong local econ-
omy by continuing efforts 
to bolster local business, 
promote local food efforts, 
and build affordable hous-
ing so that people who work 
here can live here.  everyone 
in our city deserves to feel 
safe. Public safety has been 
a centerpiece of my first 
term, and I will continue to 
prioritize the safety of Santa 
Feans.. ensure a sustainable 
Santa Fe through water con-
servation, energy efficiency, 
alternative energy, & green 
building.

annexation to create uni-
fied city boundaries and to 
clarify land use decision-
making authority between 
the City and the County is a 
long-sought goal supported 
by the Council. The annexa-
tion is phased over several 
years to ensure time to ad-
dress budget concerns. and, 
there are economic growth 
opportunities in the newly 
annexed areas such as las 
Soleras. The City and County 
will collaborate to identify 
and meet issues related to 
code enforcement, public 
safety and infrastructure. 

areas annexed to date pose 
negligible additional service 
needs.  The City already pro-
vides those areas over 80% 
of water & wastewater ser-
vices as well as recreation 
services at all City facilities & 
libraries. expansion of solid 
waste services can be ac-
commodated through the 
existing rate structures. The 
police and fire departments 
have identified the need 
for additional staff, which 
the City is addressing.  The 
County will provide services 
until City public safety staff 
levels are increased.

The City needs to continue 
our efforts to prioritize 
spending, reduce inefficien-
cy, and support businesses, 
which strengthen our eco-
nomic base. We also have 
ongoing efforts to partner 
with other local govern-
ments such as schools and 
the County to reduce dupli-
cation of services and com-
bine resources to help each 
other provide the best pos-
sible services within existing 
revenue constraints.

restore the SF river & im-
prove conditions in water-
shed; Complete Buckman 
Direct Diversion project to 
ensure sustainable water 
supply & water conservation; 
Promote energy efficiency 
in new construction & reno-
vation through incentives, 
financing & code; Develop 
alternative energy sources 
such as the 1 megawatt of 
solar for electricity for City fa-
cilities; Preserve open space 
& assist agricultural commu-
nities through the Farmers 
market; Promote public tran-
sit & bike friendly city.

Our main source of rev-
enue is gross receipts tax. 
Therefore, we must do all 
we can to promote eco-
nomic development. The 
Convention Center, airport, 
railyard, College of Santa 
Fe, Community College 
Higher learning District, & 
the energy District should 
be bolstered. Pursuing the 
building of affordable hous-
ing, alternative energy…*

asenath 
Kepler

I have worked professionally 
for thirty years, first as a law-
yer and later in financial ser-
vices and banking.  I was ap-
pointed both City attorney 
and City manager.  I have 
served on several boards of 
local non-profit organiza-
tions, including SF Boys & 
Girls Clubs, SF Community 
Foundation, and SF animal 
Shelter.

Stabilize our city’s financial 
situation by cutting unneces-
sary spending, demanding 
accountability and transpar-
ency, and encouraging in-
dividual and departmental 
efficiency. restore public 
safety by adequately funding 
our critically important fire 
department, increasing the 
number of police patrolling 
our streets, and locating com-
munity police substations and 
housing in established neigh-
borhoods. expand employ-
ment opportunities and tax 
revenues with an aggressive, 
focused economic develop-
ment effort to grow existing 
local businesses and attract 
environmentally sustainable 
new ones.

Police and fire personnel 
have repeatedly told me 
that we are simply unable 
to meet the public safety de-
mands of pending annexa-
tions, and that we will be 
putting the lives of residents 
and city workers at risk if we 
proceed to annex with cur-
rent staffing levels.  Further, 
our basic services crews, 
such as street maintenance, 
are already struggling to 
handle responsibilities with-
in existing city limits.  I will 
defer annexation until we 
can truly afford it.

as stated in answer to ques-
tion 3, we simply cannot af-
ford to annex with existing 
revenue sources.  We must 
first have reliable cost pro-
jections and clearly identi-
fied recurring revenue to 
cover these new expenses.  
With tax revenues falling, 
and the state facing hefty 
revenue shortfalls, we can-
not pretend that we are still 
in the “boom days” when 
these annexations were 
planned.  We must not 
gamble with our ability to 
protect our residents’ safety 
and welfare.

Santa Fe must improve cur-
rent municipal services 
through a series of regu-
larly scheduled, rigorous 
internal and external au-
dits, and a program of total 
quality management pro-
viding a continuous cycle 
of internal evaluation and 
feedback from the public 
and the business commu-
nity.  managers must partner 
closely with the workforce to 
achieve maximum produc-
tivity in work assignments 
and must conduct regularly 
scheduled interactive staff 
meetings and performance 
evaluations, reflected in pe-
riodic written reports to the 
Governing Body.

as our mayor, I will insist 
qualified sustainability ex-
perts are involved in all city 
projects, whether curb cuts, 
office renovations or major 
construction. Our agenda 
will include promoting resi-
dential retrofitting, creating 
affordable and sustainable 
housing, enforcing rigorous 
green building codes, and 
marrying emerging tech-
nologies to our architectural 
heritage.  Our city must not 
just act to conserve resourc-
es and wildlife, it must lead 
citizens and businesses in 
protecting the environmen-
tal stability of our fragile 
high-desert ecology.

Building upon our unique 
cultural/artistic/commercial 
heritages, we must cultivate 
a diverse economic base 
to strengthen our middle 
class, and create employ-
ment for youth, all of which 
will increase GrT revenue.  
We must also support exist-
ing businesses, recruit new 
environmentally-compatible 
enterprises, and engage 
educational institutions in 
designing 21st Century work-
force programs.

 
 ABSENTEE VOTING January 26-February 26     EARLY IN-PERSON VOTING February 10-26    ELECTION DAY March  2

The League of Women Voters is a non-
partisan political organization that encourages 
informed and active participation in government.  
The league does not support, oppose, or make 
recommendations regarding any political party or 
candidate.

The league has collected candidates’ views on 
key issues facing the citizens of Santa Fe.  This 
Voters’ Guide, published through the league’s 
education Fund, provides completely unedited 
candidate responses. Some responses are 
incomplete because they exceeded the word 
limit. Candidates are listed in alphabetical order 
in their respective races. 

VOTER REQUIREMENTS
Any eligible person desiring to vote in the 
March 2, 2010, nonpartisan municipal election 
must reside within city limits and must be 
registered to vote no later than 5 pm on 
Tuesday, February 2, 2010.  If you have moved/
changed your address/changed your name/
changed party affiliation since the last election, 
you should re-register to vote.

If you live in any area that has recently been annexed 
into the City of Santa Fe, you have been assigned 
to a council district and should have received a 
new voter’s card from the Santa Fe County Bureau 
of elections.  If you have not, you can contact that 
office at 505-986-6280. 

VOTER RIGHTS
Every New Mexico registered voter has 
the right to:

• Inspect a sample ballot before voting.

• Ask for and receive instructions on how to operate 
the voting machine or how to mark a paper ballot.

• Ask for assistance from the election judge at 
your polling place if your name is not on the list of 
voters or you have some other problem in voting.

• Ask for and receive another paper ballot if your 
paper ballot is spoiled or defective. 

• Cast a ballot if you are in line when the polls close.

• Be assisted by a person of your choice if you are 
disabled or need help reading the ballot (Your 
employer or agent of your employer, an officer or 
agent of your union, or a candidate on the ballot 
are not allowed to provide assistance.)

• Vote free from intimidation by officials or any 
other person.

QUESTIONS? NEED MORE INFO?
To check on your registration status or to find 
out about registering, contact the Santa Fe 
County Bureau of elections: 505-986-6280, 102 
Grant avenue.  www.santafecounty.org/
clerk/elections_information.php.

To ask for voting information about the Santa 
Fe municipal election, contact the Santa Fe City 
Clerk: 505-955-6519, 505-955-6520, or 505-955-
6521, 200 lincoln avenue, City Hall, room 215.
www.santafenm.gov

Or, for other voting-related questions, contact 
the league of Women Voters of Santa Fe County: 
505-982-9766. www.lwvsfc.org

KEY MUNICIPAL ELECTION 
DATES
Tuesday, January 26 
absentee Voting begins at City Hall.  

absentee ballots can be requested from 
the Santa Fe City Clerk’s office by mail 
or by phone.  Voters can receive and 
complete absentee ballots at City Hall  
8 am to 5 pm weekdays.    

Tuesday, February 2 
last day to register to vote for the municipal 
election 

Wednesday, February 10 
early In-Person Voting on voting machines 
begins at City Hall.  

Friday, February 26 
last day to aPPlY for an absentee Ballot 

last day for early In-Person Voting 

Tuesday, March 2 
Election Day 7am - 7pm. 

all absentee Ballots must be received by the 
City Clerk. 

Thursday, January 28 
City Council Candidate Forum
unitarian Church, 6:30 - 8 pm

Tuesday, February 2 
Mayoral Candidate Forum
Santa Fe Prep auditorium, 6:30 - 8 pm 
 
Forums cosponsored by lWVSFC & 
aauW of Santa Fe 

POLLING PLACES AND 
CONSOLIDATED PRECINCTS
March 2, 7 am - 7pm
DISTRICT 1

Precinct Polling Place

8, 9, 10, 
22, 28, 30

Ft. marcy Complex, 490 Washington 
ave.

11, 20, 
21, 83

Gonzales elementary School, 851 W. 
alameda

24, 25 alameda middle School, 400 la madera

26, 27 alvord elementary School, 551 alarid

DISTRICT 2

Precinct Polling Place

36, 44 Wood Gormley elementary  School, 
141 e. Booth St.

37, 54 Capshaw middle School, 351 W. Zia rd.

42, 43 Kaune elementary School, 1409 
monterey Dr.

45, 46 unitarian Church, 107 W. Barcelona rd.

47 acequia madre elementary School, 
700 acequia madre

48, 55 elks BPOe 460 lodge, 1615 Old Pecos 
Trail

52 e J martinez elementary School, 401 W. 
San mateo rd.

53 Pasatiempo Senior Center, 664 alta 
Vista St.

DISTRICT 3

Precinct Polling Place

12, 62, 64, 
67, 75, 80, 
86

Ortiz middle School, 4164 S. meadows 
rd.

31, 34,41, 
66

Salazar elementary School, 1300 
Osage ave.

32, 33 larragoite elementary School, 1604 
agua Fria 

DISTRICT 4

Precinct Polling Place

29, 38,56, 
78

Genoveva Chavez Community Center, 
3221 rodeo rd

35, 50,74 nava elementary School, 2655 Siringo rd.

39,49 Kearny elementary School, 901 
avenida de las Campanas

51, 76,77 Chaparral elementary School, 2451 
avenida Chaparral

WITH THANKS
Thank you to the individuals and 
organizations who helped produce this 
2010 Voter Guide:
• League of Women Voters of Santa Fe County 
members: Karen Heldmeyer, meredith 
machen, Julia nathanson, and Jane robinson.
•Yolanda Vigil, Santa Fe City Clerk 
• Denise Lamb, Director, Santa Fe County 
Bureau of elections 
• The Santa Fe New Mexican, especially David 
Del mauro 
Voter Guide designed by ann Gaziano

MORE ABOUT ABSENTEE VOTING 
AND EARLY IN-PERSON VOTING
January 26 - February 26 

absentee Voting (applications for, and acceptance 
of, absentee ballots) and early In-Person Voting 
will be conducted in the City Clerk’s Office, City 
Hall, room 215, monday through Friday, 8 am - 5 
pm.  any qualified voter in the City of Santa Fe 
may obtain an application for an absentee ballot 
in person, by phone, or by mail from the office of 
the City Clerk.

City Clerk’s Office
 room 215, City Hall, 200 lincoln avenue, 
 955-6519, 955-6520, or 505-955-6521  
www.santafenm.gov

Tuesday, January 26 is the first day the City Clerk 
can mail an absentee ballot to a registered voter 
whose application for an absentee ballot has 
been received and accepted.   The APPLICATION 
for an absentee ballot must be completed and 
accepted by the City Clerk prior to 5:00 pm on 
Friday, February 26.  The City Clerk will accept 
the completed absentee BALLOT delivered by 
mail or in person by the voter, their caregiver, or a 
member of the voter’s immediate family, up until 
7pm on Tuesday, march 2. 

Voter registration Sites 
Deadline February 2 (call for more information)

Santa Fe County Bureau of Elections Office 
102 Grant avenue, 505-986-6280
Santa Fe City Clerk’s Office
 room 215, City Hall, 200 lincoln avenue,  
505-955-6519, 505-955-6520, or 505-955-6521  
NM Motor Vehicle Division Field Office
2544 Camino edward Ortiz, 505-476-1501
Main Library, 
145 Washington avenue, 505-955-6781
La Farge Library 
1730 llano, 505-955-4862
Southside Library
6599 Jaguar Drive, 505-955-2820
Santa Fe Community College
6401 richards avenue, 505-428-1000

League of Women Voters of Santa Fe County
1472 St. Francis Drive Santa Fe, NM 87505, 505-982-9766 
 www.lwvsfc.org, league@lwvsfc.org

Paid Advertisement
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The League asked:
* Response is incomplete 

because it exceeded the word 
limit.

What training and 
experience qualify you for 
this office? (50 words)

What are your top three 
priorities for the city of 
Santa Fe? (75 words)

How will you address the 
budget challenges posed 
to the city of Santa Fe by its 
annexations?  (75 words)

How will you address the 
new service needs posed 
to the city of Santa Fe by 
its annexation?  (75 words) 

What actions are needed 
to maintain and improve 
current city services?  (75 
words)

What will you do to 
make Santa Fe more 
environmentally strong?  
(75 words)

What sources of revenue 
are needed in order to 
make Santa Fe a thriving 
city? (50 words)

DistriCt 1
Chris Calvert 
(incumbent)

I have served on the City 
Council for the past four 
years.  I currently serve on 
the Finance Committee, 
Public Works Committee, 
Public utilities Committee, 
Buckman Direct Diversion 
Board, Transit advisory 
Board and I chair the Water 
Conservation Committee.  I 
earned a masters Degree 
in Public Policy from u.C. 
Berkeley…*

First, the City needs to be fi-
nancially sound so that it can 
provide the basic services like 
water, sewer, garbage and 
streets that everyone expects 
and in an efficient, courte-
ous and responsive manner. 
Secondly, public safety is 
paramount so that the public 
feels secure and free to pur-
sue an education, a livelihood 
or family and leisure activities.  
Third, is a sustainable commu-
nity which includes steward-
ship of our natural resources, 
a viable, diversified economy 
and preservation…*

renegotiate the annexation 
agreement with the County 
to spread the annexations 
over more years.  This will 
allow more time for the lo-
cal economy to recover and 
improve the City’s ability 
to face budget challenges.  
more time will also improve 
the chances that some of the 
commercial development 
that is supposed to pay for 
costs of annexation will ac-
tually occur.  The City also 
needs to prioritize its bud-
gets to make sure that basic 
services, including…*

Fee- based services such as 
sewer, water and garbage 
should not be a problem.  
Public safety and other 
non-fee based services will 
be more of a challenge (see 
#3).  a more stable source of 
revenue (see #7) is needed 
to provide the services in a 
consistent manner.

Budgets must be continu-
ally re-examined for priorities 
and necessity so that fund 
use is targeted effectively.  all 
city employees should look 
for ways to cut costs and do 
their jobs more efficiently, 
and the best ideas should be 
rewarded.   all city personnel 
should be evaluated annu-
ally and raises should be tied 
to performance.  The City’s 
economic base needs to be 
broadened, because diversity 
will produce more stable rev-
enues and thus more consis-
tency in services.

I will continue my work of 
the past four years.  I will 
look for new ways and new 
incentives to promote water 
conservation and put wa-
ter in the river.  I will work 
with all stakeholders to 
extend our Green Building 
Code into new areas of com-
mercial, multi-family and 
existing structures.   I will 
continue to work with other 
governmental and non-gov-
ernmental bodies to expand 
our budding green jobs and 
alternative energy economy.  
I will continue…*

The City needs to expand its 
economic base, especially 
green and clean industry to 
strengthen its GrT revenues.  
They City should encourage 
new, and growth, in local 
businesses so more gener-
ated wealth stays in the City. 
The City needs to get a larger 
share of property taxes (not 
tax increase).

Doug Nava as a tax examiner for the 
State of new mexico I am 
aware of how gross receipts 
are collected and distributed 
amongst local governments 
which will compliment my 
duties as a city councilor 
through numbers, budget, 
guidelines and statutes.  my 
experience working with 
the public has given me the 
skills needed to be a public 
servant for the city.

a. The budget overall affects 
everything from basic ser-
vices to peoples livelihood.  
The budget needs to be re-
evaluated to eliminate waste 
and maximize optimum 
spending. b. Public safety.  as 
our city grows through an-
nexation, public safety must 
reflect the growth to ad-
equately provide emergency 
services. C. affordable hous-
ing.  People should not have 
to leave Santa Fe to survive.

The challenge is finding the 
money for additional man 
power and services needed 
for these areas.  There will be 
some increase in the collect-
ed gross receipts from busi-
nesses within the annexa-
tions which will be minimal.

Once again it all comes 
down to having the staff 
needed to provide services 
throughout the annexation.  
Overworking the current 
staff may result in overtime 
compensation as well as 
stressed out employees.

We can maintain services by 
ensuring employees have 
the necessary tools to ade-
quately perform their duties.  
employees must be properly 
trained and provide them a 
pleasant environment, and 
give back positive feedback 
to ensure that we retain 
our experienced qualified 
employees.

Well planned public trans-
portation to ease traffic 
congestion and fuel con-
sumption.  recycling has 
to be easy enough so that 
everyone will participate. 
Set an example using city 
employees with simple 
things such as turning off 
lights to reduce energy use.  
Converting lighting to leD 
to reduce energy costs.

Santa Fe has been consis-
tently listed as a top tourist 
destination in the united 
States. By promoting our 
city, we bring outside mon-
ies here which will en-
hance our gross receipts 
collections.

Russell Simon as a native Santa Fean with 
a background in journalism, 
communications, and com-
munity management, I have 
a breadth of experience to 
serve Santa Fe’s diverse in-
terests and complex needs. 
I’ve worked in business, with 
nonprofits, and on political 
campaigns. Currently, I man-
age community associations 
in and around Santa Fe.

Put the usual divisions be-
hind us by making four out 
of the eight city council-
ors at-large – elected by 
the whole city, serving the 
whole city. Strengthen our 
economy with an entrepre-
neurial mentorship program 
that connects young people 
who want to start a business 
with Santa Feans who have 
the experience, the connec-
tions, and the funds to help 
would-be entrepreneurs. 
Take control of our energy 
future by forming a commu-
nity-owned energy utility.

Several worthwhile propos-
als have been suggested, 
but the reality is that the 
budget challenges posed by 
annexation are the same as 
the budget problems faced 
by the city as a whole. The 
City Council too often ex-
amines these problems in 
isolation without addressing 
the underlying causes of its 
financial distress: poor plan-
ning, misguided priorities, 
over-reliance on a few sourc-
es of funding, and failure to 
diversify Santa Fe’s economy. 
Those are the problems that 
need addressing.

There’s no denying that 
capital improvements will 
be necessary in the annexed 
areas. But again there is a 
larger issue, which is the 
need for improvement of 
services city-wide. To do this, 
we must work together and 
consider every suggestion. 
But city councilors, depart-
ment heads, union leaders, 
and others need to realize 
that more money isn’t going 
to solve every problem. The 
true need is for better think-
ing and better governance.

See previous answer. every decision I make is 
affected by the potential 
environmental impacts. 
Protecting this planet is the 
central challenge of my gen-
eration, and I take this to 
heart. Having worked on the 
environment throughout my 
career, I will bring a wealth of 
experience on this issue to 
the City Council. my central 
proposal is a community-
owned energy utility, which 
will give Santa Feans more 
control over their energy 
future while reducing long-
term electricity bills.

Our long-term reliance on 
the fickle tourism industry 
as a primary source of tax 
revenue for vital city services 
borders on negligence. a 
community-owned utility 
will provide an additional, 
stable source of long-term 
revenue, while the entrepre-
neurial mentorship program 
I’ve proposed will help diver-
sify and stimulate the Santa 
Fe economy.

DistriCt 2
Stefanie 
Beninato

attorney-mediator; Owner-
builder; Owner two small 
businesses; nm House 
majority/Committee leg-
islative policy analyst; City 
of Santa Fe Planning Dept. 
liaison to urban Policy 
Board.  Drafted ordinances 
including a citywide so-
lar access protection or-
dinance; Public historian 
(research, tours, lecture); 
Straightforward, Thoughtful, 
articulate, Fair.

Being responsive to my con-
stituency; making the city 
processes more transparent, 
fair, simple, cost-effective 
and accessible, eg more use 
of webpage for information 
on certain city processes; 
integration of overlay re-
quirements and underly-
ing zoning either through 
a collaborative process or 
one-person oversight; get 
rid of laws that are not being 
enforced; one set of rules for 
everyone; Increase account-
ability and professionalism 
among city staff.  Stronger 
ethics board.

urge the establishment 
of an alternative Dispute 
resolution office within the 
city’s legal dept that could 
mediate rather than need-
lessly litigate certain cases 
and to act as conduit for 
independent facilitators for 
enn meetings etc.; Practical, 
logical and planned infra-
structure development 
either for replacement or 
expansion; assessment of 
building permits on a square 
footage basis rather than a 
self declared valuation. Train 
staff to be HerS raters (HerS 
rating required under new 
green code).

assess costs of infrastruc-
ture development among 
builders, users and city.  Put 
suggested city staff recom-
mendations on this issue be-
fore city council; maximize 
use of public transportation; 
revise local preference (less 
talking, more walking) but 
require skill levels necessary 
(no more ten-year leaks at 
city facilities); more collabo-
ration across departments; 
Collaboration on employee 
advancement training with 
literacy projects and other 
educational programs; 
Support incentives/succes-
sion planning so city jobs 
can be career paths, not 
stop-overs to retirement. 

Integration of building permit 
process/ long-term develop-
ment either through collab-
orative team process or with 
one person having oversight; 
accountability and incentives 
for employees; more transpar-
ency and fairness in city con-
tracts and inspections; more 
use of city website for fre-
quently sought information 
(inspections, permit applica-
tions etc.  make user-friendly!  
educate city staff about aDa 
reasonable accommodation 
and acknowledge those with 
recognized disabilities rather 
than stonewall; Collaboration 
on employee advancement 
training with literacy proj-
ects and other educational 
programs.

urge train schedule expan-
sion to accommodate tour-
ists from albuquerque.

Propose ordinances that 
support the green code, eg. 
solar protection ordinance 
for solar siting; Planned/
public city airport develop-
ment that includes useable 
public transportation links; 
urge development of the 
city website to include fre-
quently sought info.  urge 
resource allocation for bike 
and pedestrian trials/paths. 
educate drivers re: bike 
safety; Promote smoke-free 
events, area and education; 
Promote eco-tourism and 
family-adventure tourism.

Increase gross receipts tax 
income from non-residents; 
Fair assessment of infrastruc-
ture cost; Grants for new 
energy-efficiency programs 
and for literacy/education-
al training programs;use 
stimulus money to develop 
local Job Corps opportuni-
ties; Promote railyard area 
through parking incentives, 
signage etc; Develop com-
munity convention center 
uses; lodger’s tax on short 
term rentals.

Rebecca 
Wurzburger 
(incumbent)

eight years of leadership as 
a District 2 Councilor, four 
of those years as mayor Pro 
Tem, as well as a Ph.D. in 
public policy, have enabled 
me to work effectively with 
our Council and County 
Commissioners to foster a 
sustainable balancing of 
neighborhood interests 
and economic growth.  This 
training …*

Since my first election in 
2002, my top priority has 
been creating a sustain-
able future for Santa Fe.  In 
2002, the primary challenge 
was water sustainability. 
Thanks to our crafting of a 
realistic water budget and a 
nearly-completed Buckman 
Diversion, the promise of 
our city’s water sustainability 
has been greatly enhanced. 
The clear sustainability chal-
lenge of the next four years 
is money, money, money…
both financial stability and 
economic growth.

Phase 1 should have mini-
mal impact on the City’s 
workforce requirements. This 
is not true for Phase 2 & 3.  
Threats to continued qual-
ity service for City residents 
are real unless immediate 
contingency planning is now 
employed. If downward GrT 
trends continue, Phase 2 & 3 
must be delayed. We should 
now be exploring extending 
the cooperative agreements 
with the County for fire and 
police services until the eco-
nomic development benefits 
of annexation seem viable.

Council needs a clear up-
dated analysis from staff of 
the projected service needs 
required by Phases 2 & 3. 
until we have this we cannot 
move forward. The City must 
meet the needs of current 
residents before taking on 
expanded needs of annexa-
tion. no harm must come to 
the existing community be-
cause of annexation plans.

Continue work with the 
unions on restructuring for 
cost efficiencies;  engage the 
public in prioritizing any po-
tential cuts in service;  Stop 
filling all but critical public 
safety and economic devel-
opment positions until GrT 
decline reverses; Implement 
a customer-service train-
ing program; Continue to 
maintain a balanced budget 
without dipping further into 
the reserves;    enhance the 
revenue of the City. 

In 2006, I authored a 
Sustainable Plan which out-
lined over 50 initiatives in 
sustainable land and water 
use, transit, energy, economic 
development and open space. 
The majority of these initia-
tives have been implemented 
through ordinances I co-spon-
sored: the long range Water 
Supply, Green Building Codes, 
City Facility energy audit, the 
creation of an energy specialist 
position, and providing water 
for a living river. I will continue 
to focus on these issues as 
 well as regional …*

Our reliance upon the 
volatile GrT as our primary 
revenue source must be 
balanced with predictable 
sources, including property 
tax increments, franchise 
fees, and enterprise zones 
to support new businesses.   
We must recapture city in-
come that goes elsewhere 
due to workforce “leakage” 
and a procurement pro-
cess that undermines local 
businesses. 

DistriCt 3
Carmichael 
Dominguez 
(incumbent)

I have participated in vari-
ous trainings for elected of-
ficials including leadership 
new mexico and leadership 
Santa Fe.  my incumbency 
allows me to understand 
the organizational structure 
of the City.  as a member 
of the Finance Committee, 
I have an understanding of 
the budget processes and 
challenges our organization 
faces.

I will work to continue to rep-
resent District 3 residents by 
addressing all Constituent 
concerns to the best of my 
ability.  This ensures that resi-
dents know their concerns as 
members of this community 
are important. Strengthening 
our local economy for work-
ing class people will be an 
important priority as well. 
making sure our Police 
and Fire Departments are 
fully staffed, equipped and 
trained.  Within this, will be 
efforts to strengthen rela-
tionships with our youth.

District 3 residents will be 
most impacted by the annex-
ation.  In an attempt to con-
tinue to improve the quality 
of life for people in our com-
munity and to ensure they 
are safe, budget challenges 
posed by the annexation 
should not be overlooked.  
establishing relationships 
with other Councilors will be 
crucial to ensuring budget 
challenges are met.  In the 
long term, making sure our 
community is employed and 
educated will help address 
public safety issues.

It will be important to make 
sure that revenues generat-
ed in the annexed area stay 
in that area.  Based on the 
annexation agreement with 
the County of Santa Fe, rev-
enues generated from other 
areas newly annexed are 
intended to offset costs to 
provide new services as well.  
It will be important that we 
follow through with that in-
tent in order to offset the im-
pact of annexation.  We must 
learn about and implement 
efficiencies in service.

Just to maintain current City 
services will require a stronger 
economy.  Keeping the unem-
ployment rate to a minimum 
is one way to strengthen 
the local economy.  With a 
stronger economy comes the 
ability to maintain current ser-
vices.  In an effort to improve 
current services, we must look 
to find efficiencies within the 
organization.  Opportunities 
to restructure should be con-
sidered.  We must continue 
efforts to recruit in the Police 
and Fire Departments to 
maintain Public Safety.

I will continue to support 
those initiatives that support 
an environmentally strong 
City.  efforts to evaluate and 
re-evaluate our long range 
water supply plan are essen-
tial.  a living river helps the 
long term outlook on our wa-
ter sources.  resources should 
be available to ensure our 
Green Building code is fully 
implemented and enforced.  
embracing green technolo-
gies and opportunities to 
learn about these technolo-
gies will assist in making our 
City stronger environmentally.

We must be careful not to 
increase revenues on the 
backs of working people.  
Tax increases, along with any 
increases in fees should be 
heavily criticized.  making 
sure that any “Buy local” 
programs are successful will 
help generate revenues.  
minimizing unemployment 
and keeping people working 
will help generate revenue.

DistriCt 4
Ronald 
Trujillo 
(incumbent)

my experience is a combi-
nation of lifetime residence 
in Santa Fe, and caring 
about this community and 
what happens within it.  I 
have been a City Councilor 
for four years, serving on 
various city committees giv-
ing me a fuller picture of 
the inner workings of city 
government.

Public Safety is the most im-
portant service a city can give 
to its residents.  We must en-
sure the city has qualified and 
sufficient officers to patrol 
the city. affordable Housing.  
We need to keep people who 
work in Santa Fe living here as 
well.  Voting for the northwest 
Quadrant will bring much 
needed affordable housing 
to Santa Fe. Creating Child 
Friendly Settings where chil-
dren can feel free to be them-
selves.  We must get the la 
Farge Teen Center built and 
find other places within the 
city for our youth.

With more households com-
ing into the city we will have 
additional funding coming 
in as well to support ad-
ditional service personnel.  
We will need to insure that 
sufficient staffing is af-
forded those services that 
are needed to keep the city 
functional including: water, 
refuse and public safety.

as additional sections of 
Santa Fe are annexed, we as 
councilors must ensure that 
we have enough personnel 
to deliver the city services 
afforded to these new city 
residents while still provid-
ing the same services to 
the current residents.  These 
would include water, refuse 
and public safety. as public 
safety is a priority I want to 
ensure that we have an ad-
equate amount of police and 
firefighters to properly serve 
and protect the entire city.

We as a city need to be 
more pro-active rather than 
re-active when it comes to 
maintaining and improv-
ing city services.  We need 
to anticipate growth and 
plan accordingly rather than 
play catch up as the city has 
been forced to do in the 
last four years.  Department 
heads should assess their 
needs and be put on a list-
ing by priority so that future 
needs are planned for and 
anticipated.

The City is continually work-
ing on providing ways for 
the public to recycle and re-
use.  We   will encourage ad-
ditional recycling efforts to 
the areas we annex into the 
city.  I am currently working 
on an initiative to encour-
age businesses coming into 
Santa Fe to utilize existing, 
vacant building in Santa Fe 
instead of building a new 
one.          

affordable housing will keep 
more residents residing in 
the city and thus spending 
their money within the city 
and feeding into the gross 
receipts used to run the 
city.  We must continue to 
encourage clean industry to 
come to our city, bringing 
with them high paying jobs 
which will allow people to 
live adequately in Santa Fe.   
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