
 
 
 

Fire Prevention Division 
 
 

There is an old saying: 
 
"Where there is water…………… 
 
                       ………….there is life." 
 
The trick is to figure out how to make it useable for 
fighting fires.  We at Santa Fe County Fire Department Fire 
Prevention Division are here to assist you in adapting the 
dry hydrant concept to fit local needs, whatever they may 
be.   
The examples enclosed in this packet are drawn from 
various companies, and provide some of the solutions that 
are available for rural water supply for fire suppression.  
These aren’t to be used as blueprints, because specific 
dimensions and fittings will, of course, vary depending on 
the contractor and specific installations.   
However, for installations to be useable for fire suppression 
purposes, certain site access, locations, dimensions and 
fittings do need to be specific. 
We request that as your project moves forward that you 
keep us advised in the design and construction stages so 
that we may assist you to prevent any problems and delays 
when the project is done and it is time to do the acceptance 
tests.    
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Fire Prevention Division 
 

Dry Hydrant Installation Requirements and Guidelines 
 
Shall comply with Article 9, Section 903 - Water Supplies and Fire Hydrants of the 1997 
Uniform Fire Code, inclusive to all sub-sections and current standards, practice and 
rulings of the Santa Fe County Fire Marshal 
 
Required cistern and draft hydrant(s) shall be in place, tested, approved and operable 
prior to the start of any building construction.  
 
Plans and location for said system shall be submitted prior to installation for approval by 
this office and shall meet all minimum requirements of the Santa Fe County Fire 
Department. It shall be the responsibility of the developer to notify the Fire Prevention 
Division when the system and hydrants are ready to be tested. 
 
Water storage may be accomplished with any type of approved water containment system 
such as prefabricated above or below ground storage tanks, dug in place cisterns, or 
swimming pools. 
 
If an existing swimming pool is utilized for fire protection storage this office will need to 
survey the feasibility of the site to check for access by fire apparatus that can weigh in 
excess of 35,000 pounds. 
 
If multiple tanks are manifolded together to achieve the storage capacity requirements, a 
minimum of 6 inch piping shall be used for the connections. 
 
If a water storage system is utilized that is above the level of the proposed hydrant and 
will produce a positive pressure of 1psi and no more than 30psi a conventional hydrant 
shall be required to provide a positive shutoff and drain system to prevent the possibility 
of freezing. 
 
To enable the water storage level to be readily visible, the water storage system shall 
incorporate the use of a float-type or other type tank water level monitoring system. 
 
Any other storage included in the system capacity such as irrigation or storage for 
automatic fire sprinkler system shall be above and beyond what is required for fire 
protection. 
 
The water level shall be maintained by an external water source (well), or by a water 
shuttle system (trucked). 
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If filled by a well, the water storage system shall incorporate the use of a tank water level 
monitoring system which maintains the minimum required water for fire protection needs 
at all times. When the storage tank water level exceeds the required limits, power to the 
domestic water pump shall be automatically disconnected. 
 
The Developer, Homeowners and/or the Homeowners Association shall be responsible to 
maintain, in an approved working order, the water system for the duration of the 
subdivision/development. 
 
The responsible party, as indicated above, shall be responsible to call for and submit to 
the Santa Fe County Fire Department for an annual testing of the fire protection system 
and shall comply with Santa Fe County Fire Department testing and marking 
requirements. 
 
For drafting operations the required draft hydrant shall be fitted with 6 inch NST female 
swivel thread with a protective plug that shall not be more than 3 feet center above 
finished grade. The lowest point of the storage to the hydrant port shall not be more than 
11 feet in height. 
 
Fire hydrant locations shall be no further than 10 feet from the edge of the approved 
access roadways with the steamer connections facing towards the driving surface. An all-
weather surface shall be provided between the driving surface and the draft hydrant. 
 
Final placement of the fire hydrants shall be coordinated and approved by the Santa Fe 
County Fire Department prior to installation.  
 
Final fire hydrant locations shall be located in full view for incoming emergency 
responders. Landscape vegetation, utility pedestals, walls, fences, poles and the 
like shall not be located within a three foot radius of the hydrant per Article 10, Sections 
1001.7.1 and 1001.7.2 of the 1997 UFC. 
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EXAMPLE OF 1,500,000 DRAFT POND AND HYDRANT 

EXAMPLE OF 65,000 GALLON STORAGE AND HYDRANT 
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EXAMPLES OF 10,000 GALLON ABOVE GROUND STORAGE TANKS 
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EXAMPLE OF DRAFT HYDRANT PULL-OUT 
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