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SUSTAINABILITY

"... the deliberate effort to ensure that community
development not only enhances the local economy,
but also the local environment and quality of life."

- Center of Excellence for Sustainable Development

"Sustainable communities are defined as towns and
cities that have taken steps to remain healthy over
the long term. Sustainable communities have a
strong sense of place. They have a vision that is
embraced and actively promoted by all of the key
sectors of society, including businesses,
disadvantaged groups, environmentalists, civic
associations, government agencies, and religious
organizations. They are places that build on their
assets and dare to be innovative. These
communities value healthy ecosystems, use
resources efficiently, and actively seek to retain and
enhance a locally based economy. There is a
pervasive volunteer spirit that is rewarded by
concrete results. Partnerships between and among
government, the business sector, and nonprofit
organizations are common. Public debate in these
communities is engaging, inclusive, and
constructive. Unlike traditional community
de