Pojoaque Valley Planning Committee Meeting Notes

July 24, 2003

Vicente Roybal-Jasso chaired the meeting.  The notes from the PVC July 10th meeting were approved. Thanks to Amelia and Joe Garcia for bringing snacks and tea.

Mary Louise Williams, committee member, was invited to talk about vandalism in the community particularly the most recent attack on Mail Boxes and destroyed, stolen mail.

Committee members identified it as a serious and ongoing problem and would like to take action.

Mary Louise said County Sheriff, Greg Solano, is involved and estimated 30 mail boxes were recently destroyed. He has put out a $200.00 reward through Crime Stoppers, for information on the vandals. He has asked Mary Louise to gather personal testimony and will send a detective to do spot checks. 

A committee member pointed out that Tribal Police are also involved in resolving the problems of vandalism and are quicker to respond to reports. 

The Committee discussed the lack of communication among three agencies- County, Tribal and State Police. Also some felt the DA should get involved.

Graffiti, speeding and vandalism to mail boxes were identified as the biggest crime problems with speeding being the most dangerous.

Deputy Sheriff Ken Johnson, Public Relations, Planning and Training program of the County Sheriffs Department, was invited to talk about the role of the County Sheriffs Department. 

Officer Johnson agreed that there is not sufficient communication among the three police departments and that departments all over the state are under staffed (Santa Fe County is 10 officers short).

He talked about the need for people to get involved and set up neighborhood watch programs – pointing out that chances of an officer witnessing a crime were slim. He also noted that victims of theft often do not know and can’t describe adequately their stolen property. i.e. they won’t know the brand name or registration number of their VCR. So even if the officers have someone in custody with stolen property they have no legal evidence and can’t press charges. 

He then talked in greater detail of problems the department has in patrolling the County and talked about the importance of community members reporting crimes so they can identify problem areas in the County. 

The group then discussed the best way to deal with speeding; some members felt that speeding is an enforcement problem and patrols need to be increased.  Others including Officer Johnson, felt driving habits are not changed much with tickets. Speed humps and traffic-calming devices were mentioned as one way to slow traffic. 

A discussion on neighborhood participation concluded the need to communicate b/t neighbors, get active, call all three agencies and possibly publish crime in the Pojoaque wrapper of the New Mexican- Wendy Brown, New Mexican Reporter, said she would bring it up with editor.

Officer Johnson talked about reasons officers have less time to prevent crime. Responding to false burglary alarms takes an enormous amount of time, rotating officers around the county delays reports and prevents officer from getting to know communities.

Vicente asks about the possibility of a sub station for the area and Officer Johnson pointed out that they have been offered several locations across the county but they do not have the officers to man the stations.

Committee member asks whether it would be helpful for individuals who report crimes to get the Tribal, State and County Officers in touch with each other.

Everyone felt weekly intelligence meeting b/t agencies would help identify problem areas and would help prevent crime in the Pojoaque Valley.

Johnson pointed out that Tribal officers from Pojoaque and Tesuque Pueblos have been commissioned by the County Sheriff, the departments back each other up.

County Rd 84 was identified as an alternate rd for people who have been drinking and that speeding on it was a real problem. Members felt that most crime was a local problem with local perpetrators and it would require local solutions. Most agreed the community needed to work together including people managing the liquor store, the casinos and gas stations.

County Deputy Ed Chavez arrived and introduced himself. Both he and Johnson said there would be increased patrols and they would return to meet with a sub-committee to start a neighborhood watch program. Finally they asked the community to continue reporting crimes so they can build their data base and that they would really like to make a difference and to call either of them at 986-2402 with information, questions or concerns. 

Everyone appreciated the officers’ time and efforts and looked forward to working with them. The committee will form a subcommittee to work with the officers on a neighborhood watch program.

*************************************************************************

Vicente thanked Amelia for bringing attention to the Junk Car Issue and for getting the County involved. Also thanked Wendy Brown for her article on the problem.

Mission objectives 3, 4 and 5 were discussed. Changes were made to language used in describing growth management issues and the order of objective 3 and 4 was reversed. The committee also felt they wanted to go beyond identifying boundary issues and would be like to work towards resolving jurisdictional boundary issues in order to develop land use ordinances. Please see revised Mission objectives 3,4 for and 5.The Committee briefly revisited objective number 2 and agreed to add the word economic to resource-conserving activities. Please see revised objective 2.

Romella, Lead Planner, talked about the presentation on August 12th of the Key Issues, Vision and Mission Statements to Pueblo Officials and the need to get a head count. In addition to the committee officers (Vicente Roybal-Jasso, David Ortiz, Narcisso Quintana, Elaine Best, Ben Gomez, Rusella Serna and David Dogruel), several committee members felt they could attend and will contact Sarah to confirm. David Dogruel volunteered to help develop the presentation and staff will coordinate time and place for a work session. 

Romella asked the committee how they wanted to present the Key Issues, Vision and Mission statement to the larger community. Renee, planning intern, has translated much of it into Spanish and she suggested the committee consider going out to each of the Traditional Communities to present and gather input as opposed to a larger community meeting. The Committee agreed to revisit idea next meeting.

Meeting adjourns 8:30 pm.

The next meeting will be August 14th at the Pojoaque Schools Administration Building.

Notes compiled by Sarah Ijadi, County Planner

(Elaine Best, our official note taker, was not feeling well; hope she’s feeling better)

