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SANTA FE COUNTY

REGULAR MEETING

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

November 12,2019

1. A. This regular meeting of the Santa Fe Board of County Commissioners was
called to order at approximately 2:07 p.m. by Chair Anna Hamilton in the Santa Fe County
Administration Complex Conference Room, 100 Catron Street, Santa Fe, New Mexico.

B. Roll Call

Roll was called by County Clerk Geraldine Salazar and indicated the presence of a
quorum as follows:

Members Present: Members Excused:
Commissioner Anna Hamilton, Chair None
Commissioner Henry Roybal, Vice Chair

Commissioner Rudy Garcia

Commissioner Anna Hansen

Commissioner Ed Moreno

C. Pledge of Allegiance
D. State Pledge

E. Moment of Reflection

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Johnny Baca, the State Pledge by Chris
Narvaiz and the Moment of Reflection by Les Francisco of the Public Works
Department.

F. Approval of Agenda

1. Amendments
2. Tabled or Withdrawn Items

CHAIR HAMILTON: Were there any changes?

KATHERINE MILLER (County Manager): Madam Chair, yes. The
amended agenda went out on 11/8 at 3:00 pm and there was one item that was added and
that was item 2. H under Consent and it is requesting a letter of support for the Santa Fe
Watershed Association’s WATERSMART grant proposal. And other than that, the
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agenda is as posted one week ago.
COMMISSIONER HANSEN: Madam Chair.
CHAIR HAMILTON: Yes, Commissioner Hansen.
COMMISSIONER HANSEN: I move to approve the agenda with
changes.
COMMISSIONER ROYBAL: I'll second.
CHAIR HAMILTON: Thank you. I have a motion and a second.

The motion passed by unanimous [5-0] voice vote.
1. G. Approval of Minutes: October 8, 2019

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: Madam Chair, I have changes. I’ve given
them to the stenographer.

CHAIR HAMILTON: Excellent. Thank you. So what’s the pleasure of the
Board with those changes?

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: I move to approve with the changes.

COMMISSIONER ROYBAL: I'll second.

CHAIR HAMILTON: Thank you. I have a motion and a second.

The motion passed by unanimous [5-0] voice vote.

2. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Request Acceptance of Grant #18-C5066 from the State of New
Mexico, Aging and Long-Term Services Department for the Abedon
Lopez Senior Center in the Amount of $1,300,000 (Finance
Division/Yvonne S. Herrera)

B. Request Acceptance of Grant #19-D2063 from the State of New
Mexico, Aging and Long-Term Services Department for the Highway
14 Senior Center in the Amount of $800,000 (Finance Division/Yvonne
S. Herrera)

C. Request (1) Approval of Amendment No. 3 to Agreement No. 2017-
0244-TR/IC Between Santa Fe County and Automated Election
Services for Printing and Mailing Services, Increasing the
Compensation by $100,000, for a Total Contract Sum of $300,000.00,
Exclusive of NM Gross Receipts Tax, for the Full Term of the
Agreement, and (2) Authorization for the County Manager to Sign the
Purchase Order (Purchasing Division/Bill Taylor)

D. Request (1) Approval of Amendment No. 3 to Agreement No. 2017-
0062-CSD/RM Between Santa Fe County and Elizabeth Peterson
Consulting, Extending the Term of the Agreement for Seven Months
and Increasing the Compensation an Additional $87,562.25, Exclusive
of NM Gross Receipts Tax, for a Total Agreement Amount of
$462,562.25, and (2) Authorization for the County Manager to Sign
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the Purchase Order (Purchasing Division/Bill Taylor and Community
Services Department/Rachel O’Connor)

Resolution No. 2019-134, a Resolution Authorizing the County
Manager to Acquire Through Negotiated Agreement a Drainage
Easement Across 14 Camino Torcido Loop and Further Authorizing
the County Attorney to Initiate and Prosecute an Appropriate Action
to Have Judicially Determined the Existence and Scope of Any
Existing Drainage Easement on 14 Camino Torcido Loop and
Condemnation Proceedings to Acquire (If Necessary) a Drainage
Easement on 14 Camino Torcido Loop (County Attorney's
Office/Rachel A. Brown)

Resolution No. 2019-135, a Resolution to Extend the Term of the
Cooperative Arterial SP-5-19 (184) Agreement with the New Mexico
Department of Transportation (Public Works Department/Gary L.J.
Giron)

Resolution No. 2019-136, a Resolution to Extend the Term of the
Cooperative Arterial CAP-5-19(470) Agreement with the New Mexico
Department of Transportation (Public Works Department/Gary L.J.
Giron)

Request Approval of Letter in Support of Santa Fe Watershed
Association's WATERSMART Grant Proposal (Public Works
Department/Claudia 1. Borchert)

CHAIR HAMILTON: Were there any items people had questions on or

wanted removed for discussion? If not, what’s the pleasure of the Board?

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: Madam Chair, I move to approve the

Consent Agenda.

sorry.

discussion.

COMMISSIONER GARCIA: Madam Chair, I have a quick question. I'm
CHAIR HAMILTON: Could I have a second first and then we’ll have

COMMISSIONER ROYBAL: I’ll second.

CHAIR HAMILTON: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER GARCIA: Madam Chair, what is the $87,562?
CHAIR HAMILTON: Which number?

COMMISSIONER GARCIA: Item D.

CHAIR HAMILTON: Item D. You said item D. My apologies.
MS. MILLER: Madam Chair, that is the contract that we have with

Elizabeth Peterson Consulting in Community Services, working with our Health Policy
and Planning Commission. They helped us — Liz has helped us with information for the
Accountable Health Communities, and this is a request to extend the contract for another
year. They do — they help with administration and oversight of the contract with all the
different [background noise] throughout Santa Fe to help us administer the Accountable
Health Communities.

COMMISSIONER GARCIA: Thank you. And then also, Madam Chair,
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just really quick. Item number E, I know we talked about that the last couple meetings or
SO. '

MS. MILLER: Yes, Madam Chair, Commissioner Garcia. This is
requesting authorization. We had discussed with the Board moving forward with
acquiring a drainage easement on Torcido Loop. This is a resolution to allow us to try to
negotiate that easement and if not negotiated, to follow through in condemnation
proceedings.

COMMISSIONER GARCIA: Thank you.

CHAIR HAMILTON: Is there further discussion on the Consent Agenda?
If not I have a motion and a second.

The motion passed by unanimous [5-0] voice vote.
[Clerk Salazar provided the resolution numbers throughout the meeting.]
3. APPOINTMENTS/REAPPOINTMENTS
None were brought forward.

4. MISCELLANEOUS
A. Recommendation to the Governor of Person for Appointment as State
Senator for State Senate District 6, per NMSA 1978, Section 2-8D-

4(B)(2)(a)

CHAIR HAMILTON: Is Tessa Jo actually presenting this? Please, Tessa
Jo.

TESSA JO MASCARENAS (County Manager’s Office): Good afternoon,
everybody. Madam Chair, as we’re all aware, Senator Carlos Cisneros recently passed
away and under New Mexico law, when a vacancy is created in a Senate district that
covers two or more counties we are required to submit one name to the governor. Each
county will have to do that and when she receives those recommendations she will
appoint someone in turn.

So in response to these requirements, we began accepting applications from
individuals who wished to be considered for the Santa Fe County Board of County
Commissioners recommendation. The individuals were Roberto “Bobby” Gonzales,
Gabriel Montoya, Dan Barrone, Kristina Ortez, Gabriel Herrera, and Bina Thompkins.
The last two did submit after the deadline but we included them in your packets for your
review. All of the applications were included for your review and staff recommends that
the Board name one individual to submit to the governor for recommendation. And I
believe several of the candidates are also here with us as well.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: Madam Chair.

CHAIR HAMILTON: Commissioner Hansen.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: Could we have the potential appointees sit
up here and like, three minutes, I think that’s what we said, that each would be given
three minutes.
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MS. MASCARENAS: Shall we go in the order that they were received?

CHAIR HAMILTON: Sure.

MS. MASCARENAS: The first one will be Representative Roberto
“Bobby” Gonzales.

ROBERTO “BOBBY” GONZALES: First of all, good afternoon and
congratulations on your new building. It’s extremely beautiful and shows the good work
of our taxes. Thank you to all of you for this opportunity and I will abide by your time
limit. On my part, on my bio is [ am married to Shelly Gonzales. We’ve been married 46
years. We have two sons. One is Assistant Director of Economic Development with
Bernalillo County and my other son is a medical doctor at the University of New Mexico,
and my two daughters-in-law, one teaches online as a doctor for early childhood
education. My other daughter-in-law works with the University of New Mexico, and two
beautiful grandsons — granddaughter and grandson. I better correct that.

The other part that I wanted to mention, I have 25 years of experience in the New
Mexico Legislature in the House of Representatives. I have served on various committees
and am chairman and vice chairman of several committees and I wouldn’t be here today
if it wasn’t for the mentor internship that I have gone through from many of the past
legislators from your area, from Max Coll to Eddie Lopez to Ben Lujan. Those have all
been very strong mentors. I have learned a lot and have worked very well with them and
with your current legislators. We have a very good working relation.

Now, my part, what [ would see working with this is this is four counties and it’s
very important that the representation stays as four counties, representing each one of
you. And one of the highlights that [ see of course, it always surfaces to number one is
education and one of those that I see with our part in our state and in our rural areas is
infrastructure. We’re very much into — we really need to come on strong with water
systems, water and sewer systems and especially to our areas that is very hard to get
access to but at this time and day we have to make more efforts to work with that. We
have — a lot of our municipalities have very aging systems and we need to work with that.

Other areas are very similar to the County of Santa Fe and also to Taos and for
four years I worked really hard on the bill that finally passed and that is the historical
zoning. It is very crucial that we copy out here the model that you have with Agua Fria.
So now that is in place and that is a state law to have that acknowledgement of any
facility that is 100 years of more. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: Do we get to ask questions?

CHAIR HAMILTON: Do you want a few minutes for questions?

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: I would like to know — just so you know,
water and sewer systems are incredibly important to me, and especially since I represent
Agua Fria where we need sewers seriously. But when Aamodt was in front of the
legislature, how did you vote to support that? Did you support Aamodt and our amount of
money we needed for that going forward?

MR. GONZALES: Madam Chair and Commissioner Hansen, yes. I voted
yes. ,

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: Okay. And how did you vote on the
abortion bill, to rescind the — '

COMMISSIONER GARCIA: Madam Chair, is it okay to ask questions
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like that?

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: Or not. They were public questions. Aren’t
they on the public record? And maybe I just haven’t read them.

RACHEL BROWN (Interim County Attorney): Madam Chair, as you
presented the forum, it was to make a presentation but it is your meeting to run as you see
fit.

CHAIR HAMILTON: I would keep — if we could do three minutes of
presentation, three minutes of questions and just keep it pretty short.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: I’'m just asking questions about the
legislature.

COMMISSIONER GARCIA: Madam Chair, just the only concern I have
is as long as we ask all the candidates the same questions. We should have talked about
this a little bit before, so if we have all different questions —

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: I’d be happy to ask all the candidates
exactly the same questions.

MR. GONZALES: So as to you question, Madam Chair and
Commissioner. I voted to support the bill.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: To rescind that.

MR. GONZALES: Yes.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: Okay. That’s the only two questions I have.

CHAIR HAMILTON: Are there other Commissioners who care to ask
questions at this time?

COMMISSIONER GARCIA: I have a couple. First of all, Madam Chair,
Mr. Representative, thank you for serving the state legislature for as long as you’ve
served. As you know more than any of us sitting up here, to be a public servant for that is
actually an honor and excellent. It takes a lot of work to do that. And I’ve actually
worked at the state legislature. I was the staff that actually handled a lot of the legislation
in Santa Fe County and so you’ve actually done an excellent job there and I just
appreciate your service that you’ve done. So thank you.

MR. GONZALES: Thank you.

CHAIR HAMILTON: Thank you. Thank you very much.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: And I want to make one more comment.
And you have been appointed by the Taos County Commission?

MR. GONZALES: Madam Chair and Commissioner Hansen, yes.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: Okay.

CHAIR HAMILTON: Thank you so much.

MR. GONZALES: Thank you for the opportunity.

MS. MASCARENAS: Next up would be Gabriel Montoya.

GABRIEL MONTOYA: Madam Chair, Commissioners, thank you. Great
ceremony this morning. The building is impressive. This is a huge positive step for the
County to have a one-stop shop for all the constituents. So thank you for all your hard
work and the previous Commissioners to get us where we are today. So thank you.

As most of you know me, my name is Gabriel Montoya. I’'m a lifelong resident of
the Pueblo of Pojoaque. I have a large family. My family, my extended family reaches
from Denver, Colorado all the way across the country. That would probably be the easiest

BTITRZALT. 721 dITIO0ITY HAAITD D48



Santa Fe County

Board of County Commissioners
Regular Meeting of November 12, 2019
Page 7

way to say it. Within the district I have friends and family that live within every aspect of
the district. I’'m constantly being told what we should work on and what we shouldn’t
work on on the tribal side to assist the other counties. So I do have the good ear to the
ground to understand what the true issues are everywhere.

I do have a lot of years on the other side of the table from the representative. I've
been 24 years on the lobbying side for the pueblo, working on things for the three
previous governors, or the three governors I’ve worked for for the pueblo of Pojoaque,
whether it’s been the gaming issue, taxation — anything that has to do with anything and
most importantly recently, the Aamodt deal which [background noise] not only here but
in DC.

I think it’s crucial that we choose someone — that the County look at choosing
someone who can do a multi-jurisdictional approach and has that type of experience.
You’re in a very unique situation with six tribes, four counties, and then all the cities that
are in between. It makes it interesting, understanding the dynamics and how that works
and how those relationships work are important. I do have that experience and I have had
that experience and I have the relationships.

As you all are aware, I also serve on the REDI-Net Board which is a similar type
project which does the multi-jurisdictional and we’ve gone from a dysfunctional
organization to a rather successful organization. The representative was correct.
Education is one thing I'll never argue. All of us will agree education is important. It’s
important to not only talk about education but what are you doing for education? Are you
involved in the school boards? I had the opportunity to work with disability rights in New
Mexico and parents reaching out this year to train our parents to know what their rights
are for our kids who are not getting the services within the classroom.

For the Pojoaque School District we’ve been having a lot of issues where we’re
not getting those types of services so being a critical leader in education is important.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: Madam Chair, I’ll ask the same two
questions. Do you support the Aamodt education.

MR. MONTOYA: I'm not in the legislature but within the Pojoaque -
Council I did vote yes for Aamodt.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: And the abortion bill that was to remove an
old law from the books, how would you have voted or how would you consider that?

MR. MONTOYA: I supported that to get it removed. I supported that.
Yes.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: Okay. Thank you.

MR. MONTOYA: Okay. Thank you so much.

CHAIR HAMILTON: Thanks so much.

MS. MASCARENAS: All right. Next will be Dan Barrone.

DAN BARRONE: Good afternoon, Commissioners, and thank you for the
opportunity to be here. I just hope you all received our résumés and all the paperwork
that we did submit so you’ve got an opportunity to see who we really are and the
accomplishments we have made within our communities.

I was born and raised in Pojoaque. I went into the Pojoaque High School from the
first through the ninth grade. It gave me the opportunity, being a part of 4-H in the
Pojoaque Valley. I actually raised a grand champion hog and showed it at the Santa Fe
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County Affair. Probably dug every ditch within the Pojoaque Valley, within the Nambe
Valley, within the Jacona and Jaconita areas as a youth.

In the ninth graded moved schools to Santa Fe. Actually graduated out of St.
Mike’s in 1977, same year that the governor graduated. I graduated with the governor. I
was able to become a state wrestling champ. Also an all-state, all-district football player
within St. Mike’s. So my heart is within the area. I know what it takes to run
government. I’ve been a county commissioner for the last — [ was county commissioner
for eight years. I’'m currently the mayor serving my second term. I just want to give back
to our community, the community of Pojoaque that gave me a start. They gave me a start,
the opportunity to get my life started.

I learned about the acequias. I learned about the water. I learned about the many
avenues that we have in our community to support our youth. Family is important to me.
Family unity is important to me. And as you can see, we all continue to stress that. I do
that in my own community. We try to have events that are drug-free and alcohol-free
community events.

I just want to say some of the biggest issues that I see that affect the county is the
Taxation and Revenue reporting of taxes. I know we have budgets and when our taxes
continue to fluctuate because there’s not a good mechanism to figure out why all of a
sudden we have a drop in them or why you’re clawing back certain revenues. I think this
is something that we need. I know there’s a lawsuit that has been filed in some
communities and I know that’s something that impacts all our budgets.

As far as we talk about water and support of water and water rights, I did sit with

the past governor. I also sat with all the leaders of the Taos Pueblo tribe because we have
a similar — the Aamodt and the Abeyta settlement kind of ran hand in hand and I sat with
the governor and we did make sure that the money was allocated for those — the Abeyta
settlement. So again, my time is up.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: Madam Chair.

CHAIR HAMILTON: Commissioner.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: So once again, during the legislature will
you continue to support the allocation of money for the Aamodt settlement?

MR. BARRONE: Yes. And water rights and anything else to do with
water that we need. That’s the most important thing that we have in our communities.
Without water we don’t have communities.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: Right. Water is life.

MR. BARRONE: It is.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: And then on the abortion bill?

MR. BARRONE: Abortion bill, we need to remove it, remove the old
clause.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: Okay. That’s all I have.

CHAIR HAMILTON: any other questions?

COMMISSIONER GARCIA: Yes, Madam Chair. Just some
recommendations or not recommendations —comments. Thank you, Mayor for serving as
a public servant. I just thank you for serving as the mayor.

MR. BARRONE: Thank you. Appreciate that.

CHAIR HAMILTON: Thank you very much.
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MS. MASCARENAS: The next is Kristina Ortez.

KRISTINA ORTEZ: Good afternoon. Congratulations on this beautiful
building. Thank you so much for having me here. My name is Kristina Ortez. I work in
Taos. I’'m the executive director of the Taos Land Trust and I am seeking the nomination
for State Senate District 6.

I’ve spent my entire career as a land and water advocate. When I took the helm of
the Taos Land Trust nearly six years ago we were in total crisis. We had no office, no
staff, no money. The community had little trust in us. I knew that the first thing that we
needed to do was build back that trust. So for the first 2 % years I talked to people. |
collected stories, histories, dreams, of hundreds of Taosefios. I learned a lot about their
lives. These conversations were not limited to land and water.

What my community taught me was that children are important and their lives are
imperiled. Many of our children live in poverty. I learned that our community is
desperate to solve our behavioral health crisis because so many families suffer. Substance
abuse disorder affects every community in our district. I also learned that to support a
healthy and thriving childhood we must focus on their early experiences. I believe that
we need front-line workers who are trauma informed to work with our most vulnerable
populations. These folks are daycare providers, teachers, counselors, doctors and we need
to support them so they can have jobs that support their families and themselves.

We need more funding for our home visiting programs like First Born and First
Steps, for all the families who want to get those services. First Steps was my first friend
in Taos. That’s really not at all an exaggeration. Molly McCracken, my home visitor
helped me through childbirth. She negotiated with my health insurance provider so |
could get breast care support. She took me to baby music and baby yoga classes so I
could meet other moms, and most importantly she held my hand through my own
personal crises. Every family should have a Molly McCracken.

- There’s so many innovative ideas and plans that the state could implement right
now to lift our children out of poverty and hunger and build resiliency in our
communities. I support these policies. I am different. One of the ways I’'m different is
pretty obvious. I am a woman. That’s not necessarily the reason to vote for me but I do
represent a fresh voice that’s been lacking in the Senate for many, many years and a
voice that represents 55 percent of our district. I’m here today because I represent a fresh,
new voice, new energy that’s been bubbling under the surface for years and now is finally
rising to the top.

My community has asked me to step up because of that, me being that fresh, new
voice in Santa Fe. Thank you.

CHAIR HAMILTON: Questions?

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: Same questions. The legislature has
appropriated $20 million to Aamodt and I just want to make sure that that is continued to
be supported. Would you continue to support it?

MS. ORTEZ: Absolutely. That is — it’s so critical, building water
infrastructure and improving water infrastructure. It’s critical for this district and for our
communities. I would do the same for those — funding that’s needed for the Abeyta
settlement as well.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: And then on the abortion rule to be
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removed from the [background noise]

MS. ORTEZ: I believe a woman’s decision to have an abortion is between
her, her healthcare provider and her god, and I don’t believe that government should
interfere in that decision at all, and I think it’s critically important as we see other states
across the country that are reducing this right, killing this right for women. We can’t let
that happen here. I would repeal that antiquated amendment.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: Thank you.

CHAIR HAMILTON: Other questions? Thank you so much.

MS. ORTEZ: Thank you.

MS. MASCARENAS: Next up would be Gabriel Herrera.

GABRIEL HERRERA: Thank you folk, appreciate the opportunity. It is
my privilege and honor to be here to try and succeed a man, a good man that has left us. I
worked with Charlie at the Questa Mine back in the eighties. I left Questa and joined
federal service. I just retired for 30 years of federal service so I have no political
background. Mine is work ethics, working to do the right thing for the right people. And
with that, I’ve maintained budgets from $600,000 to $6 million dollars. I’ve worked with
military personnel for human services, human rights. As my mom was a teacher in
Questa. She’s still alive. I’'m thankful that my mom and dad are still alive. My dad’s a
farmer so again, I want to represent and fight every infant to senior citizen.

It’s very important. We’re in a unique district. We’ve just provided the Christmas
tree. That’s a big thing for us here in the state. The pueblos, the acequias, the tourism —
there are so many things to fight for, but it has to go down to taking care of our families
and our people within. There’s nothing else that we can do. We need to address those
issues and communicate the rights for the right education. Get mentorships for these
types of positions. This is very important. These roles need to be filled by competent,
experienced people with the right work ethic and the right integrity it can be
accomplished.

That’s really my goal is just to fight for the rights for the people doing it the right
way with the laws and regulations we have in place. I think as the previous applicant
mentioned, the résumé should speak a lot for where we’re at and what our intent is. I'm
brief. I’1l get to the point and answer any questions. Again, god bless our veterans. We
need to get a state [background noise] as well. I’'m a Vietnam combat veteran so I’ve
dealt with VA and veterans’ rights at the Pentagon level. I’ve entertained Secretary of
Defenses, senior congressmen to the facilities that I take care of. So again, I appreciate
the opportunity to use my experience to fight for the right thing.

CHAIR HAMILTON: Thank you very much. Commissioner Hansen.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: So once again, the legislature has
appropriated $20 million towards the Aamodt regional water system in Pojoaque. Would
you continue to support that?

MR. HERRERA: Absolutely. Water, again, water as everybody’s
mentioned, water is life. Again, I own a ranch up in Questa, and I fight for water every
single year because I’'m the last one on the ditch. I’m the last one that gets water. So
water rights is precious. It’s key.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: And I also want to thank you for your
service. And then also there is this antiquated bill about abortion that was in the
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legislature last year that did not pass. Would you support that passing?

MR. HERRERA: I’d have to look at the wording for that, but in my
personal opinion, my beliefs, my Catholic faith, I’m pro-life, so I'd have to look at what’s
right for the individuals and right for the love that it stands for.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: Okay. Thank you.

MR. HERRERA: Thank you for the opportunity.

CHAIR HAMILTON: Thank you very much.

MS. MASCARENAS: And our next one is Bina Thompkins. I’ve never
met her, but there’s a bit of a delay. [Ms. Thompkins was not present]

So now that you guys have heard from all of the applicants. We do have certain
requirements. You have all those included in your Board packet, so when you guys
provide me with your recommendation I will submit that to the governor’s office.

CHAIR HAMILTON: Thank you. Commissioner Hansen.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: Madam Chair, this is a difficult discussion
and a difficult decision. There are many qualified candidates here. I respect that
Representative Gonzales has already been nominated so therefore I feel that I would like
to nominate somebody who has not been nominated by a board. And I have been heavily
lobbied by the environmental community. I’ve probably received close to 30 to 40
requests to nominated Kristina Ortez and so with that, because the constituency has been
so strong I am going to put her name up for nomination.

CHAIR HAMILTON: Thank you. I have a nomination. Do I have a
second?

COMMISSIONER MORENO: I'll second.

CHAIR HAMILTON: Thank you. Is there further discussion?

COMMISSIONER GARCIA: Madam Chair, I have a question. So how
does this work as unto so we have a nomination on the table?

CHAIR HAMILTON: Correct.

COMMISSIONER GARCIA: So, I guess we take a vote then we keep
nominating people —

CHAIR HAMILTON: If that vote is not successful.

COMMISSIONER ROYBAL: Now, I wonder — is that how we did it the
last time when we had something like this? Or did we have multiple nominations and
then vote on those?

COMMISSIONER GARCIA: Madam Chair, Mr. Vice Chairman, what
happened last time was it was in my district. It was down in the Edgewood area. So we
actually had two individuals that came forward. It was Velasquez and I forget the other
lady’s name and we submitted Vasquez. Nonetheless, it’s about the governor has to
appoint this. And so one of the questions I have is can we nominate two or three different
people or do we have to nominate just one? Because ultimately, what happened last time,
Santa Fe County nominated Velasquez and she didn’t get nominated by the governor,
under the Governor Martinez administration.

And one of the things that we need to keep in mind is, or the way I look at it is
last night I watched a movie and you just have to actually — I’'m on the school board. I see
what’s happening on the school board. I was the deciding vote, obviously, and one of the
things is — you just have to vote for what you think is right. It’s not about who calls you,
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who talks to you. It’s just whatever you think the applicant is and what they’ve done and
how it does because Senator Cisneros’ shoes are huge shoes to fill.

I worked for the state legislature for — and Manager Miller and a few other
managers for the last 13 years as the staff that actually oversaw legislation. Whenever —
you could be an applicant, say you want to do this, you want this and legislation is up
here. You have the Department of Transportation, you have the Health Department, you
have all these departments and at local government level, we’re down here. We're
actually individuals that actually work with the individuals, the acequias. We work with
the roads, the roads need paving. The guardrail fell down. And 1 get how legislation
works up there. And whenever sometimes we talk about I want to get these things done,
it’s almost like trying to get an act through Congress.

And at the local level, which I think one individual brought up, said, at the local
level, with all due respect to our legislators, at a local level, you’re a lot more effective
with individuals. That’s just how I feel. And I was going to say maybe it’s because things
happen for a reason. I watched that movie last night. [ would Just vote for what I think my
heart is and what I need to do. Like I said, Senator Cisneros’ shoes. The very guy that had
it and figured it out. He got it. He figured it out.

And one of the things that shows is we all live in one community. Today we had a -

groundbreaking ceremony today and one of the things I wanted to get up there and speak
and give — kind of, we’re all one. The City Councilors were there, the Mayor was there.
So may Councilors. We’re all one community here. And from Pojoaque north, this
district represents. We’re all one community here. We all live here together and I guess
I’m just probably talking from the heart. I just wanted to mention that before we go on to
possibly other nominations or not, because Santa Fe County north, we don’t really deal
with Taos. We don’t deal with Rio Arriba that much, but as Manager Miller knows, some
of us have worked here forever. Some of us have worked on this for a long, long time,
know what local government is. I guess I’'m just letting you know how I feel.

COMMISSIONER HANSEN: Madam Chair.

MS. MILLER: Madam Chair.

CHAIR HAMILTON: Yes.

MS. MILLER: I just wanted to l