


































Bonanza Creek Ranch   
A Limited Liability Company 

          
                 15 Bonanza Creek Lane  

                        Santa Fe, New Mexico 87508 

                                                                                                                                   505-821-9173 

     

Date: May 13, 2014 

MEMORANDUM 

 

To: Penny Ellis Green, Robert Griego 

 Santa Fe County Land Use Dept.  
P.O. Box 276, Santa Fe, NM 87504-0276 

 
From: Richard Hughes, Bonanza Creek Ranch 

Re: Changes to proposed zoning map   

Thank you for meeting on Thursday.  There are three specific areas that we have hopes will receive 

further consideration and your support for revisions to be made to the Draft Zoning Map.  These include 

the following: 

1. TRACT F COMMERCIAL DISTRICT:  On at least two occasions, David Griscom in the Growth 
Management Dept. has contacted Rick Hughes and he has encouraged a new zoning 
classification for the Movie Set Tract (Tract F).  “F” is the tract that includes and connects the 
two movie sets located within Bonanza Creek Ranch.  His main emphasis was to support uses 
that would promote tourism in the County.  There has been considerable discussion concerning 
the existing movie sets, opportunities for a theme park use, and the possibility for developing 
more “film tourism” in the County.  (A list of suggested uses for this new zoning classification is 
at the end of this memo).  In addition, there were at least two meetings with Penny and Steve 
regarding this issue.  During both meetings the discussion included the concept of designating 
this area as a special zoning district, since the movie set is a pre-existing use. 
 

During our meeting on Thursday, it became apparent that time was running out to consider a 

special zoning district for this tract.  We therefore request that the SDA-1 line should be 

adjusted to include the “Movie Set Tract” (Tract F ) and this tract should be designated as 

“Commercial.”  The Commercial zoning classification is currently the only zone that provides the 

range of uses on the Use Table, which would allow for the support industries discussed with Mr. 

Griscom.   

 



 

2. TRACT L (along RT 14):  The Hughes family (owners of Bonanza Creek Ranch) support the 
concept of density bonuses being granted when substantial setbacks and cluster housing design 
are implemented, or when municipal utilities are extended into new areas.  However, this 
language has not been provided within the Santa Fe County Sustainable Land Development 
Code.  It is therefore the owner’s desire that all of Tract L be designated for a minimum lot size 
of 10 acres.  This would be consistent with the current lot sizes to the east and south of Bonanza 
Creek Ranch (namely San Marcos subdivision and Rancho Allegre).  It should also be noted that 
the County water line has already been extended south on RT. 14 to the Turquoise Trail School, 
and it is therefore likely that it will be extended in a southerly direction in the future.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

3. INTERIOR RANCH LAND:  Consistent with the same reasoning as noted above, the Hughes family 
respectfully requests that Tracts K, P and Q should be changed from 40 acre min. lot size (shown 
on the draft zoning map) to 20 acre min. lot size.    

 

The various tracts requiring attention are illustrated on the attached Preliminary Zoning Map.  We would 

appreciate your consideration and assistance in making these changes happen.  If you have questions or 

comments, please feel free to contact me. 

 

Best Regards, 

Rick Hughes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMERCIAL ZONE (TRACT F) 

 

Suggested Use List for Movie Studio Tract: 

 

 Filming: 

 Sets both permanent and temporary 

 All support structures and small production offices  

 Crew staging areas & Parking  

 Small scale production facilities ( not big stages but small and possibly sound facilities for 
digital media) 

 Storage facilities for the film industry  

 Food service facilities for staff  

 Entertainment:  

 Public Restaurant(s):  Food and beverage facilities   

 Specialty retail and support commercial facilities  

 Special event facilities ( weddings, parties)   

 Tours 

 Theme park  / Living museum (like Golondrinas)  

 Trail riding 

 Education:  

 Museum and or other specific attraction. 

 Filming location for schools and or higher education groups. 
 
              Lodging: 

Hotel facilities (low profile, historic, western theme lodging that would not distract from the 
movie set) 

          Campground 

 

 

 
   

 























































From: Penny Ellis-Green  

Sent: Thursday, May 15, 2014 7:41 PM 
To: Frank T. Herdman 

Cc: Robert Griego 
Subject: RE: 330 Acres formerly known as Santa Fe Center 

 
Frank 
I have forwarded to the legal office and have asked them to review this. 
Penny 
 
 
From: Frank T. Herdman [mailto:fth@santafelawgroup.com]  

Sent: Thursday, May 15, 2014 10:32 AM 
To: Penny Ellis-Green 

Cc: Robert Griego 

Subject: 330 Acres formerly known as Santa Fe Center 

 

Penny, as mentioned in my phone messages, I’ve located some additional information 
that is critical to the designation of the 330 acres, formerly known as the “Santa Fe 
Center,” as Residential Estate on the County’s proposed zoning map.   
 
Attached is a copy of Ordinance 2002-1 adopted by the EZA in April of 2002.   This 
ordinance is a zoning ordinance that implemented the Santa Fe Metro Highway Corridor 
Plan that was previously adopted by the EZA and the Santa Fe County Board of County 
Commissioners.   Pursuant to Ordinance 2002-1, the 330 acres, formerly referred to as 
the “Santa Fe Center” was and remains zoned as residential.   As a result, any 
outstanding questions as to the zoning status of that property, including any claims by 
Las Campanas that approvals from the 1980s for commercial uses are still valid, were 
conclusively resolved in favor of a designation that the property is zoned for residential 
uses only.   Because the property was and is zoned residential, the property should be 
zoned residential, specifically, Residential Estate, on the new zoning map. 
 
I’ve copied Robert on this email so he also has this information.   I also ask that you 
forward this email to whomever in the County legal department is reviewing this issue. 
 
I would also really appreciate the opportunity to meet briefly with you and the person 
from the County attorney’s office that is working on this issue.   Is there any chance that 
could happen tomorrow, Friday, May 16, or early next week some time? 
 
Thanks as always. 
 
Sincerely, 
Frank Herdman 
 
 

mailto:fth@santafelawgroup.com


 

The information contained in this electronic mail transmission and the accompanying pages and/or attachments is intended solely 
for the addressee(s) named above.  If you are not an addressee, or responsible for delivering this email and any attached 
documents to a named addressee, you have received this document in error and you are strictly prohibited from reading, 
distributing, disclosing or copying it.  The information contained in this document is highly confidential and may be subject to legally 
enforceable privileges.  Unless you are a named addressee, or associated with a named addressee for delivery purposes, you may 
violate these privileges and subject yourself to liability if you do anything with this document or the information it contains other than 
contacting the above sender by telephone immediately at (505) 982-3610 or by electronic mail at fth@santafelawgroup.com 
immediately and returning this email and any attachments to me at once. 
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S A N T A  F E  P L A N N I N G  G R O U P ,  I N C  
L A N D  P L A N N I N G  A N D  L A N D S C A P E  A R C H I T E C T U R E  

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

DATE:  January 14, 2014 
 
TO:  Penny Ellis Green, Robert Griego 
  Santa Fe County Land Use Department 
FROM:  Al Lilly    
   
RE:  Longview Subdivision (formerly Tres Colinas) 
 
Dear Ms. Green & Mr. Griego: 
 
Today I met with Tim Canon to discuss the Sustainable Land Use Plan and the proposed zoning 
designation for the Longview Subdivision (formerly called Tres Colinas).  The property involves 
358.37 acres located on the east side Old Las Vegas Highway.  For reference, please see the attached 
location map, which illustrates the location of “Longview” (labeled as “B”), relative to the new Santa 
Fe County water tank.   
 
Santa Fe Planning Group, Inc. represents Capital VI, LLC, the owner of Longview, and hereby 
respectfully objects to the proposed zoning designation for this property as Rural Residential with a 
density of one unit per 10 acres.  This objection is based on the following:  
 

1. The subject property currently has a recorded subdivision in place for Phase I, which 
involves 23- 2.5 acre lots on 60.9 acres. 

2. Phase II anticipates 25 more lots on 94.5 acres, for a total project density of 48 lots on 155.4 
acres.  This would also provide for a total of approximately 203 acres of Open Space.  This 
is a gross density of 1 dwelling unit per 7.46 acres. 

3. Based on the current Land Development Code, minimum lot sizes of 2.5 acres are permitted 
with proof of water, vs. the proposed zoning of 1 unit per 10 acres.  With the new zoning 
map, properties located both north and south of the subject property are proposed to be 
Residential Fringe zoning (1 DU/5 acres). 

4. The County Water Department has plans to construct a new County water tank near the 
intersection of RT 285 and Old Las Vegas Highway, within one mile of the subject property.  
The property owner proposes to extend the County water to the Longview Subdivision, and 
makes the argument that the proposed density should be permitted with the use of 
municipal water.   
 

We respectfully request that the proposed zoning designation for Longview Subdivision be changed 
to Residential Fringe, thereby permitting a gross density of 1 unit per 5 acres.  We would be happy to 
meet to discuss this in further detail at your convenience. 
 
Best Regards, 
Al Lilly 

P . O .  B O X  2 4 8 2 ,  S A N T A  F E ,  N E W  M E X I C O  8 7 5 0 4  

T E L .  5 0 5 - 9 8 3 . 1 1 3 4 ,  F A X  5 0 5 - 9 8 3 - 4 8 8 4   

 





































 

S A N T A  F E  P L A N N I N G  G R O U P ,  I N C  
L A N D  P L A N N I N G  A N D  L A N D S C A P E  A R C H I T E C T U R E  

 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE:  April 25, 2014 
TO:  Penny Ellis Green, Robert Griego 
  Santa Fe County Land Use Department 
FROM: Al Lilly, Karl Sommer    
RE:  330 AC., Santa Fe Center (at intersection of RT 599 and Cam. La Tierra) 
 

FACT SHEET 
(Project History) 
 

1. The County adopted and passed general plans for Santa Fe County designating this 
property as a major commercial node, as it met all of the locational criteria and 
infrastructure requirements under the applicable County policies for commercial 
development. 

2. The SNAC (Santa Fe Northwest Advisory Council) Sector Plan identified this land 
as a commercial center.  SNAC was an extensive and very area specific group, which 
had broad participation from area residents, landowners and County policy makers.  
The Board of County Commissioners adopted the plan unanimously, 

3. The Santa Fe County Sustainable Land Development Code incorporates the SNAC 
Sector Plan as remaining in full force and effect.  It is the County’s current general 
plan designation for this property.  The Sector Plan provided for conformity 
between the County’s general plan and the existing and approved zoning for the 
property. 

4. On Jan. 9, 1986, the EZA granted approval of a request for a special exception and 
preliminary development plan for residential and non-residential uses on the 390 
acres.  This required dedication of the ROW for RT 599, working with the City to 
resolve sewer issues, and required the developer to obtain an extension of the water 
service area boundary extension.  The special exception provided for the 
following uses:  Resort Hotel (271,500 SF), Wellness Center (22,150 SF), 
Learning Center (43,800 SF), a Corporate Center (320,000 SF) and 19 Dwelling 
Units.  This special exception provided for mixed use zoning, which does not 
expire. 

5. On Feb. 13, 1986, the EZC granted preliminary plat approval for the 390 acres with 
the condition that the applicant work with the City to resolve sewer issues and to 
obtain an extension of the water service area boundary extension.  This same 
approval included the condition that the applicant/developer dedicate right-of-way 
and interchange area for the Santa Fe Relief Route (Highway RT 599. 

6. On Mar. 20, 1986, the developer entered into a Development Agreement with the 
City, which included the extension of water and sewer to the 390 acres, as well as 

P . O .  B O X  2 4 8 2 ,  S A N T A  F E ,  N E W  M E X I C O  8 7 5 0 4  

T E L .  5 0 5 - 9 8 3 . 1 1 3 4 ,  F A X  5 0 5 - 9 8 3 - 4 8 8 4   
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dedication of the land for the ROW.  This Development Agreement also identified 
the commercial and residential land uses of the master plan approved by the EZA 
and EZC.   

7. City-County Ordinance No. 1986-4, Providing for the Extension of the Service Area 
Boundaries of the Regional Water System, was ordained by the governing bodies of 
the City and County of Santa Fe. This was adopted and approved on Mar. 26, 1986. 

8. The property owner, in reliance on the approved special exception and the approved 
Development Agreement, made the required dedications, the developer in 1993 
dedicated 60 acres of land for the ROW for the Santa Fe Relief Route (RT 599). 

9. The City of Santa Fe has provided a letter, which recognizes that the City must 
service Santa Fe Center with municipal water (recognizing the validity of the 
Development Agreement), and it identifies the list of accepted uses identified within 
the Agreement. 

 
Based on this information, Santa Fe County should recognize the existing mixed use 
zoning for the subject property.  Since the subject property also has approvals for all 
municipal utilities, the Sustainable Development Area designation should be SDA-1.   
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