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MEMORANDUM

DATE: May 23, 2016

TO: Board of County Commissioners

FROM: David Sperling, Fire Chief-v}’%
@]

THRU: Pablo Sedillo, Public Safety Director

Katherine Miller, County Manager

SUBJECT:  Recognition of Fire Marshal Buster Patty on his retirement from the Santa Fe County Fire
Department (Fire Department/Fire Chief Sperling).

BACKGROUND:

Fire Marshal Buster Patty has announced his retirement from Santa Fe County Fire Department effective
June 1, 2016.

FM Patty has been a valued member of the Fire Service for 34 years, inctuding 20 years with Santa Fe
County. He began his career in 1979 as the Fire Chief of the Glorieta Conference Center in eastern Santa Fe
County. He served the Conference Center until 1988 before he was hired in 1990 by Wendy Beck as the first
Santa Fe County Fire Prevention Officer and a County Fire Investigator.

FM Patty left Santa Fe County in 1996 and moved to Clear Lake, Texas. While working in Texas, FM Patty
continued his interest in the fire service by volunteering on a Fire Boat. In 2001, he returned to Santa Fe, and
under the guidance and encouragement of former Fire Chief Stan Holden, he rejoined the Fire Department
Prevention Division. His skill and knowledge earned him promotions to Fire Prevention Captain, Acting Fire
Marshal, and Santa Fe County Fire Marshal in 2011,

FM Patty is recognized throughout Santa Fe County for his extensive knowledge and skill in fire prevention.
His understanding of fire codes and standards and their implementation is second to none. His approach has
always been to implement the fire code in a fair and consistent manner, while simultaneously working with
customers to build their understanding of the code requirements and how they protect lives and property. FM
Patty has always done his job with dedication to the principles of prevention, and with kindness and

compassion for his many diverse customers. He has been an outstanding Fire Marshal for Santa Fe County
and will be greatly missed.

102 Grant Avenue - P.O. Box 276 - Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504-0276 - 505-986-6200 - FAX:
505-995-2740 www santafecountynm.gov



RECOMMENDATION:

The Fire Depariment requests the support of the Board of County Commissioners in recognizing and
honoring the accomplishments and service of Fire Marshall Buster Patty upon his retirement from the Santa
Fe County Fire Department, and wishing him the best in the future.
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I. Opening Business

~ H. Employee Recognitions

2. Recognition of James Ron Pacheco on his
Retirement from the Santa Fe County Housing
Department.
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