SANTA FE COUNTY 1575557
Ordinance No. 1998-/5

An Ordinance Amending Article ITI Section 8 '"Other Development" of the Santa Fe County
Land Development Code to Clarify the Definition of a Utility Line Extension and Clarify the
" Requirement for a Development Permit for Construction of Utilities

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF SANTA FE
COUNTY:

The Board of County Commissioners of Santa Fe County hereby amends for the purpose of
clarifying the development permit requirements for Utilities. Specifically Article III, Section 8
"Other Development", of the Land Development Code is amended as follows:

8.1 Uses Permitted

Subject to the requirements of this Section, all uses not otherwise regulated by the Code are
permitted anywhere in the County provided a request for zoning approval is granted per
Article I11, except for utility lines which may be approved administratively per subsection
8.3.7 set forth below. Such uses specifically include, but are not limited to utilities, parking
facilities, and cemeteries. Notwithstanding the fact that these uses are permitted, a
development permit is still required.

8.2. Subnittals. Reviews and Standards
Uses regulated by this section 8 shall be considered large if they involve the grading and

clearing of 10 or more acres, contiguously or cumulatively; and small scale if less
disturbance of the land is involved. Development standards and criteria and submittal
requirements are set forth in Subsection 4.4; as well as any other Section of the Code which
refers to or regulates Terrain Management or Ultilities.

8.3 Utilities
8.3.1 A development permit shall be required for, and provisions of the Code shall apply

to, all development; including utilities, utility easements, utility rights-of-way, and
construction of utility lines and facilities.
8.3.2 Utility Lines include the following definitions: _

A. "line" or "lines" in all cases include any appurtenant hardware,
equipment, buildings, etc.;
B. Utility service lines are lines that connect individual utility customers to
the utility distribution system and facilities;
C. Utility distribution lines are lines that interconnect the service line to a
station, substation, or other parts of the distribution system or network.
D. Utility transmission lines are lines that interconnect the distribution
network(s). Typically, but not always, transmission lines, in the case of gas
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and electric power, make connections between, connect to, and use
substations, stations, and other generating facilities.

8.3.3 Where any doubt exists as to a line being part of a service line, distribution line, or
transmission line, such item shall be included in the larger system or facility.

8.3.4 Authority for installation of service lines, and their interface or point of connection
to distribution lines, shall be included in the development permit for construction of
buildings, subdivision plans, or other development.

8.3.5 A development permit is required for utility transmission and distribution lines and
appurtenant facilities, including storage facilities, pipelines, transmittal towers and
facility, and power and communications transmission lines. Such uses shall meet
standards, as applicable, set forth in Section 8.2 above.

8.3.6 In addition to the above requirements, any development involving a water or sewer
utility must be in conformance with an adopted Community Land Use and Utility
Plan, unless system improvements are limited to that needed to serve existing
development.

8.3.7 Development permits for purposes of Section 8, may be approved administratively
subject to the policies adopted at the discretion of the Code Administrator. Such
policies shall be implemented by the Code Administrator and will be effective when
published and posted.

8.3.8 All utility lines shall be placed underground as provided in subsection 2.3.9.b.1)., or
upon final approval of the Board of County Commissioners, who shall consider
environmental and visual impacts.

8.3.9 Solely in the case of telecommunications masts, microwave masts, television of radio
masts, or other masts or towers for the purpose of transmitting or receiving wireless
signals, such shall be regulated and zoned as "Other Development" per the
requirements of Section 8.2.

History: Ordinance 1998- ;5 replaced existing Section 8 to require development permits for other
Development.

o
PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 2 day of November, 1998, by the Santa Fe

County Board of County Commissioners.

FRUYALLS; CHATRMAN

Joe 8. Grine, Vice Chairman
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