
SANTA FE COUNTY 
RESOLUTION NO. 2015-/A(rt 

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE 
REAUTHORIZATION OF AND FULL FUNDING FOR 

THE LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND 

WHEREAS, the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), created by Congress 50 years 
ago, is one of the most successful government programs in preserving our country's precious natural 
and cultural resources and improving equitable access to the outdoors in urban and rural communities, 
which is essential to New Mexico's health, culture, economic opportunity and the future of our 
children and grandchildren; and 

WHEREAS, over the last 50 years, L WCF funding has preserved public lands that are critical 
to New Mexico and Santa Fe County, including the Santa Fe Watershed, Fort Marcy Recreation 
Complex, Glorieta Pass Battlefield, San Lazaro Pueblo Archaeological Site, El Rancho de las 
Golondrinas, Hyde Memorial State Park, and countless other public lands, and community parks, ball­
fields, playgrounds, and other recreational facilities in our communities; and 

WHEREAS, L WCF has been instrumental in creating opportunities for New Mexicans in 
urban, suburban, and rural areas to get outdoors, and has been a critical tool in conserving national 
parks and historic sites, national wildlife refuges, watersheds, working forests, wildlife areas, and state 
and local parks, trails and ball fields; and 

WHEREAS, L WCF is based on the simple premise that as we extract natural resources that 
belong to our nation - offshore oil and gas - we should in turn protect and invest in onshore resources 
for fut~e generations; and 

WHEREAS, L WCF takes a portion of royalties from offshore oil and gas development and 
invests that money in protecting America's important public lands for future generations - be that an 
iconic national park or an urban playground; and 

WHEREAS, though LWCF is authorized to receive $900 million annually, this cap has been 
met only twice during the program's nearly five decades of existence and, instead of being fully 
funded, nearly every year Congress diverts much of this funding to purposes other than conserving our 
most important lands and waters; and 

WHEREAS, despite receiving only a fraction of its intended funding over the last 50 years, 
LWCF has led to the protection of lan4 in every state and nearly every county, has improved access to 
these public lands, and has provided matching grants for the creation of more than 41,000 state and 
local park projects; and 

WHEREAS, L WCF supports and maintains the economic asset that our federal, state, and local 
public lands represent; and 
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WHEREAS, hunting, fishing, camping, hiking, paddling and other outdoor recreation activities 
on public lands contribute a total of $6.1 billion annually to the New Mexico's economy and support 
68,000 jobs in our state, and whether manufacturing, retail or service related, most of these jobs are 
sustainable resource or tourism-based jobs and cannot be exported; and 

WHEREAS, New Mexico has received more than 1,000 state side grants to local governments, 
totaling $42 million and touching every county in our state; and 

WHEREAS, the parks, trails, and recreation projects dependent upon L WCF funding are green 
spaces that contribute to the health and well-being of New Mexican families; and 

WHEREAS, the Land and Water Conservation Fund was initially authorized in 1965 by the 
President and Congress to last for 50 years and thus expires September 30, 2015. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of Santa 
Fe County expresses support for, and urges Congress to act swiftly to enact full funding for and 
permanent reauthorization of the Land and Water Conservation Fund, given the important contributions 
it makes to our nation's and New Mexico's health, well-being, economic opportunity and access to our 
nation's natural treasures. 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED THIS 8th DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2015. 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

~MIT 

Geraldine Salazar, Santa Fe County Cl 

1!ff:f20 FORM: 

I'/") -G;°gory S. Shaffer, Santa Fe County Attorney 
V ~ BCC RESOLUTIONS 

COUNTY OF SANTA FE ) PAGES: 5 ,, ...... , 
,,'~1 CLEi/'''' STATE OF NEW MEXICO ) ss ....... ·········" ,,, . ./~~·tft· ·· .. ~ I Hereby Certify That This Instrument Was F1led for 

:~! ··.c:)~ Record On The 9TH Day Of September, 2015 at 09:02:36 AM 

§ ; ... · ..,~ii§ And Was Duly Recorded as Instrument ** 1774105 
;-\ .,.:._,,~:·: Of The Records Of Santa Fe County 
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~~·~IJti.....-=- ,~---·· ~ ..,,~~;'f~Pl~~~,.,$ . . ~i.tne s My Hand And Seal Of Office 
'11,1F,P,Y.u'''' ;;;r1,u, J/ Geraldine Salazar 

Oeputy7rLff..&2. _, __ County Clerk,~ Santa Fe, NM 
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Henry P. Roybal 
Commissioner, District 1 

Miguel M. Chavez 
Commissioner, District 2 

Robert A. Anaya 
Commissioner, District 3 

MEMORANDUM 
DATE: August 27, 2015 

TO: 

FROM: 

VIA: 

Board of County Commissioners of Santa Fe County -, / 

Julia Valdez, Constituent Services Liaison, Manager's Office "'-J~ 
/ () 

Katherine Miller, County Manager~1\_;b1j'\' () '-

Kathy Holian 
Commissioner, District 4 

Liz Stefanics 
Commissioner, District 5 

Katherine Miller 
County Manager 

RE: A Resolution in Support of the Reauthorization of and Full Funding for the Land and Water 

Conservation Fund (Commissioner Stefanics) 

ITEM AND ISSUE: 

This resolution asks that Santa Fe County support and urge Congress to enact full funding for the permanent 
reauthorization of the Land and Water Conservation Fund. (Commissioner Stefanics) 

BACKGROUND 

(/) 

"Tl 
n 

n 
r 
m 
;:c 
;;ii;; 

;:c 
m 
n 
0 
;:c 
0 
m 
0 

0 
cc 

' 0 Since its enactment in 1965, the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act (L WCF) has preserved land in every cc 
state and enabled more than 42,000 state and local conservation projects. To this day, L WCF is the only federal '\. 
rogram dedicated to the continued conservation of our national parks, forests, wildlife refuges, playgrounds, 

...:ivil war battlefields and state and local parks with no cost to tax payers. However, unless Congress moves to 
extend LWCF's mandate by September 30, 2015, the funds that enable the purchase and protections of these 
lands are in danger of expiring. 

In addition to valuing the areas secured for the public enjoyment on our shared national policy lands in New 
Mexico, LWCF's grants made to the State have positively impacted New Mexico's economy and infrastructure 
by creating thousands of jobs in construction, outdoor reactions and tourism. 

In the past five decades New Mexico has received nearly $261 million in LWCF funding, which has been 
matched with state and local resources to plan, construct and enhance parks, playgrounds, trails, ball fields, 
pools and other recreation facilities in communities across the state. 

Nationally, the President has proposed to fully fund LWCF at $900 million for the fiscal year 2016. Out of these 
$900 million, approximately $14 million will go to fund projects in New Mexico. 

Quick Facts: 

• The L WCF is completely funded by federal revenues from offshore oil and gas leasing, which means is doesn't cost 
taxpayers a single dime. 

• Since 1965, New Mexico has received more than $261 million in L WCF funding. 
• For the FY 2016, New Mexico is scheduled to receive $14 million in funding ifthe President's proposal is approved 

by Congress. 
• L WSC has helped maintain and revitalize over 20 iconic National Monuments and public land in New Mexico 

including Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge, Aztec Ruins National Monument, Pecos National Historical Park, 
Petroglyph National Monument and many more. 

• LWCF has benefited New Mexico's communities and residents through both its "state-side" and "federal-side" 
programs. The federal side program has allowed for the acquisition of important lands within our national, parks, 
monuments, wildlife refuges, and forests, including critical areas within Petroglyph and Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks 
National Monuments; Valles Caldera National Preserve, Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge, Orilla Verde 
Recreation Area; and the Gila National Forest. 
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The Land and Water Co:-iservation FL!nc (LWCF) has provided funding to help protect some ~ 
of New Mexico's r·ost special places a!' d e: s re recreationa access for hunting, fishing a c o 
other outcoor act: vi:'es. New Mexico has received approximately $261 i lion in LWCF :::C 

funding over the past five decades, ;irotecting places s 1ch as the Petroglyph, El Malpais, ano O m 
Kas .a-Ka:uwe Tent Roci-: N tional M8:'.u . er:ts, the G ila, Cibola, Sante Fe and Carson Na- 0 
tional Forests, a:i d :: e Rio Gra:ide w; d and Scenic River. 

0 
Forest Legacy Progra:'1 (FL ) gra .. ts a~e a so fur.ded nder L WCF, to he p protect wor ing co 
forests-- sup_ orting tim er sector jobs an d sustai ab e forest operations while enhancing '­

wildl ife ha itat, water q aliry a d recreation at places s ch as H igh Country Ranch in Rio A r-~ 
riba Coumry and Horse S ri ngs Ranch in Car:-on County. The Forest Legacy Program assists '­

states and private fo rest owners to mai tai working fo rest la ds through matching grants for N 
0 

permanent conservat ion easeme . .t and fee ac. ui sitions, and has leveraged approximately $7 

million ir federal funds to invest $12.5 mill io n ir New Mexico's fo rests, while protecting air cn 
and wat er q..:aii ty, wild,i fe ::a· ita:, access for recrea ion and o ther p blic benefi ts rovided by 

forests. 

LWCF sta~e assista:' ce g rants have further su? pwted undreds of projects across New Mexi ­

co's state and local parks i.- clu ·:ng Mesilla Valley Bos ue State Park in Do a An a Coun.y and 

the Eagle Nest Lake Pa~k in Colfax County. 

Economic Benefit" 
Active o utdoor recreafon is an ii ·,portan: art of the New Mexico economy. T 1c Outdoor 
[ndustry Associati n has fom d tha: active outd or recreation contributes $6 . ! bi lion annuall y 
in consumer : e:-cing to New Mexico's eco nomy, supports 68,000 jobs which generare 
$1.7 biilior in wages and salaries and produces $458 m i lion annually in st:ite and local 

tax revenue . The U.S. Cens.is Bureau reports that each year 9.i7.000 people participate ·n 

hunting, .s:.i ng, and wi!diife watchi :~g in New Mexico contributing $823 million to the state 

economy. 



LWCF in New Mexico 
~f~ Grznde 1.i/l:c, & l)ce;:.i~ ::1 !"1et~ /~aos Gorge 
T':e ca-:yo: · a-:~ s of the :. ::. ;)r~r reac·· es of t" e Rio C -a!1C e corr: prise one of the most spec­

t2cul a~ lar dsc ~es : ,.. l 'ew Mex'.co. · i '.~i:- New Mexico, t'1e Rio G;-ande is not only an im­

po ~a::t ra'.-~al a:1d ecologic2; reso L;-ce, 't is al so critica. to wa:er suppli es and the economy. 

Abo .:: 1.3 rr;llio ·· peo;;'e, or .. ed y 7C% of the s:ate's popu lation, live in the ten co nt ies 

a·c; g :" e river. The Rio Gra-ce ;:i-ov :ces ,,/'.a: d-' ..,. i::g water to th ese residents and irriga­

~ :o-: wa.er fo ,- agric i'._ral ;>-r?oses . Tr e La:"c a. d Wa:er Conserv •ion Fund has provided 

L :' ds to protect me wi 'd a:- d see - ·c rive -, consol ica:e holdings to prevent fragmenta!ion, 

e;- s _ -e recrea'.!01<:'. access, a:- d µ- eve "'. c eve '. opmen: fro :n ma ri ng the canyon . 

New Mexico and the Fiscal Year 2016 President's Budget: 
Be:ow is ::i for -n<.t'. .o; rega~d' -:g ew Mexico's projects reco m:Ti ended for LWCF f! nding 

"· (· e Presidcri's Fiscal Year 20 16 h_::get. Tl ese proj ects enhance recreation and con­

servatic - , p-otect c '.e· w· ·er, o ;":er. rec, ce -nanage , e:it costs resuiting in savings to the 
age:- cies, a ,.. d S ~:1port jobs a "d eco-0··1 ·(; vita'; ty across New Mexico's communit ies. 

Funding 
Agency State Project Request Representative 

BLM M Rio Grande eel Norte NM $ 2,900,000 Luj an 

BLM NM Co t inentai Divide ST $ 2,300,000 Pearce 

N?S NM Pecos NHP $ 386,000 luj an 

us-s NM CLP: Upper Rio Grande - Carson $ 3,000,000 Lujan 

s-s NM Heart Bar Ranch - Gil a $ 2,5{)0,000 Pearce 

USFWS CO/NM Sangre d e Cri sto CA $ 1,000,000 Lujan Grisham 

USFWS CO/NM Sangre de Crist o CA s ,890,250 Lu · an Grisham 

The Fiscal Year 201 6 President's Budget: 
Tr e President has ~roposed to L'.y "t-:: d LWCF at $900 mi llion in FY20 16, restoring a 
lo:- g-sta:·d;ng promise th::!' a St"a'. i po:cion of t 1~ reven es from offshore o il and gas devel­
op"".'" e··: are used to make srrn- egic ·:i.vestments to p.o:ectA eri ca 's irreplaceable natural , 

· istoric and recreational ou'.door p' aces. 
F e New Mexico projects above n-e i · c· _~ t!d wihn rh e fo llowing a ll oc tion of funds 

c. no::g projects : .. 1d progra ns: 

2016 President's Request 
Bureau of Land Management: 

Federal Projects: 
Sportsme n & Recreational Access: 

US Fish & Wildlife Ser11ice: 
Federal Projects: 

Sportsmen & Recreational Access: 
National Parks Service: 

Federal Projects: 
Sportsmen & Recreational Access: 

American Battlefield Protection Grant Program: 

US Forest Service: 
Federal Projects: 

Sportsmen & Recreational Access: 
State Grants: 

NPS State and Local Assistance Grants: 
NPS Urban Parks and Recreation Fund: 

Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation fund: 
Forest Legacy Program: 

$93.3 mllllon 
$10 million 

$164.7 million 
$2.5 million 

$171 million 
$9.5 million 

$13.5 million 

$127.6 million 
$5 million 

$100.1 million 
$25 million 

$100 million 
$100 million 


