SANTA FE COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION NO. 2025 - 66

Introduced by : Commissioner Hank Hughes and Commissioner Camilla Bustamante

A RESOLUTION DEFENDING OUR U.S. CONSTITUTION AND
SEPARATION OF POWERS

WHEREAS, the Santa Fe County (County) Board of Commissioners (Board) believes that
the United States (U.S.) Constitution is the basis for our democratic republic and our civil
society; and

WHEREAS, the first three articles of the U.S. Constitution establish three separate branches
of the government: the executive, legislative, and judicial branches; and

WHEREAS, the New Mexico Department of Justice has joined the attorney generals of
numerous other states in the filing of multistate lawsuits that allege that officials or agencies of
the executive branch have taken action that is outside of their constitutional or statutory authority
or is otherwise unlawful, including, but not limited to: imposing tariffs and duties; unilaterally
dismantling federal programs, spending, and personnel without congressional approval,
categorically freezing congressionally appropriated and obligated funds, including Federal
Emergency Management Act (FEMA) funds, Department of Health and Human Services grants,
and highway planning and construction funds; unilaterally creating and filling an office; usurping
Congress’s power to legislate under the Elections Clause and interfering with State’s inherent
sovereignty and constitutional power to regulate the time, place, and manner of federal elections;
and declaring that birthright citizenship does not extend to any child born in the United States to
a mother who is unlawfully present or lawfully present on a temporary basis and a father who is
neither a U.S. citizen nor a lawful permanent resident; and

WHEREAS, the Board finds the freezing of USAID funds by executive order especially
concerning since it may lead to many deaths overseas; and

WHEREAS, the Board finds that the freezing of FEMA funds by executive order is also
concerning because communities hit by hazardous weather events or wildfires may not have the
funds to rebuild; and

WHEREAS, each member of the Santa Fe County Board of Commissioners swears an oath
to the U.S. Constitution and those elected to public office and thus has a duty to protect and
defend the U.S. Constitution and the rights of residents within their jurisdiction that are being
harmed by violations of the constitution; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with its duty to protect and defend the U.S. Constitution, the
Board supports the role of the U.S. Congress as a coequal branch of the U.S. Government.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Santa Fe County Board of County
Commissioners hereby:
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1. Declares its support for the role of the U. S. Congress as a coequal partner branch of the
U.S. Government under the U.S. Constitution.

2. Supports and encourages the Congressional delegation of the State of New Mexico to
lead their colleagues in ensuring the integrity of the U.S. Constitution.

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED ON THIS 24 DAY OF JUNE, 2025.
SANTA FE COUNTY

Date: QE !‘u'%z Zg

Santa Fe County Clerk

Approved as to form:
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Walker Boyd O
Santa Fe County Attorney
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[ Hereby Certify That This Instrument Was Filed for
Record On The 26TH Day Of June, 2025 at 03:32:44 PM
ind Was Duly Recorded as Instrument # 2061586

)f The Records Of Santa Fe County

Witness My Hand And Seal Of Office

'\‘ Katharine E. Clark
Jeputy __8_[‘.(5_3&____ County Clerk, Santa Fe, NM
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