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ART LOAN AGREEMENT 

This Art Loan Agreement (the “Agreement”) is made and entered into this_______  day of 
_________________, 2026 by and between Dimitri Spiridon (“Lender”), 2882 Trades West 
Road#4, Santa Fe, NM 87507 and Santa Fe County, New Mexico, a political subdivision of the 
State of New Mexico (“County”). 

WHEREAS, Santa Fe County Public Works Department seeks to display loaned sculptural 
artworks for the beautification of traffic roundabouts along Richards Avenue; and  

WHEREAS, Resolution 2024-101 officially adopted an Art on Loan Program to provide 
for beautification of County owned properties throughout Santa Fe County; and 

WHEREAS, the display of sculptural artworks will offer free promotion of the work of 
local artists and galleries on public property; and  

WHEREAS, any loaned sculptural artworks will require insurance coverage under Santa 
Fe County’s existing insurance policy during the display period; and   

WHEREAS, the Lender was the successful offeror to a Request for Proposals or other 
public solicitation for artwork to be placed in roundabouts along Richards Avenue; and  

WHEREAS, Lender is the owner of each of the works of art (each an “Item”) described on 
Schedule A hereto (collectively, the “Art”); and 

WHEREAS, the value of the artwork to be placed in the Richards Avenue roundabouts is 
less than two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000); and 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises, the parties hereto hereby agree as follows: 

I. Scope of Services 

A. The Lender agrees to display free of charge the Art described in Exhibit A of this agreement 
on County-owned property for the term of this Agreement.  The Art shall be installed and displayed 
on Richards Avenue, Roundabout 1 (at Rabbit Road) (the “Site”). 

II.  Term of Loan 

A. This agreement will become effective on the date of last signature by the parties and will 
terminate 5 years from that date, unless terminated under Section III (Termination or Return 
of Art). The term may be extended by written amendment. Such term shall be renewed 
automatically in respect of each item for an additional period of twelve months unless 
notice is given by one of the parties of its intention not to renew the end of the applicable 
term not less than thirty days.  The County or Lender may terminate this Agreement at any 
time by providing 90 days written notice to the other Party. 

B. Either Party may terminate this Agreement immediately upon written notice if the Art is 
subjected to any act of vandalism, intentional harm, or accidental damage that materially 
compromises its integrity, condition, or value. Upon termination under this clause, the 
County shall cooperate in facilitating the prompt and secure return of the Art to the 
Lender, unless the damage renders transport unsafe or inadvisable, in which case 
alternate arrangements shall be mutually agreed upon. 
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III. Termination and Return of Art 

A. The Art shall remain on County property for the time specified in Article 2 of this 
Agreement but may be temporally or permanently withdrawn from the Site at any time by 
the Public Works Department at any time during the term of the Agreement for any reason. 
B. Upon termination of this Agreement for any reason, the Lender shall remove the 
Art and all structures necessary for its display that were provided by the Lender, or if they 
Lender is unable to remove the Art themselves, the County agrees to coordinate promptly 
and in good faith with the Lender to ensure the safe and secure return of the Art. The Parties 
shall mutually determine the method, timing, and conditions of return, including 
appropriate packaging, transportation, and insurance coverage, to safeguard the Art during 
transit. 
C. The County agrees to return the Loaned Art only to the Lender or to another party 
that provides satisfactory documentation establishing their legal ownership of the Artwork. 
In the event of any change in ownership of the Artwork during the term of this Agreement, 
the new owner must provide the Borrower with written notice of such change, including 
appropriate evidence of legal ownership. Until such notice and documentation are received 
and verified by the Borrower, the Borrower shall not be obligated to release the Artwork to 
any party other than the original Lender. 
The County’s right to return the Art accrues absolutely at the termination of this Agreement.  
If the County, after making all reasonable efforts, is unable to return the Art within sixty 
(60) days after the termination, then the County shall have the absolute right to remove the 
Art, place the Art in storage, to charge removal fees, storage fees and insurance costs and 
to have and enforce a lien for such fees and costs. One (1) year after the termination date 
of the Agreement, if the Lender has failed to respond to written notice from the County, the 
County may proceed with abandonment proceedings as outlined in the Abandonment 
Cultural Properties Act, Sections 18-10-1 through 18-10-5 NMSA 1978. 
D. The County shall issue a final “Condition Report” to be signed by the Lender upon 
removal of the Art as proof of the return of the Art to the Lender in good condition.  If the 
signed report is not returned within fifteen (15) days of issue, the County will consider that 
the condition of the Art as noted and returned is acceptable to the Lender and any 
subsequent claims shall not be honored. 
E. If the Art is offered as a gift and accepted by the County, a gift letter will be sent to 
the donor, at which time this Loan Agreement becomes null and void. 

IV. Location; Moving  

A. Upon delivery, loaned Items shall remain in the possession of the County for the 
duration of the term, subject to the right of the Lender to sell or to lend to museums if 
requested for exhibition any or all Items covered by this Agreement. 
B. At its option, the Lender may direct the County to move any Item from the premises 
of the County. The costs associated with such move shall be borne by the Lender. 
C. Upon expiration of the term in respect of any Item, the Lender shall be responsible 
for moving any Item from the premises of the County. 
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V. Standards of Performance 

A. The County will exercise the same care with respect to the Art as it does in the 
safekeeping of comparable property of its own. It is understood by the Lender and the 
County that all publicly displayed art is subject to gradual inherent deterioration and acts 
of vandalism for which neither party is responsible. 
B. Upon installation of the Art on site the Lender and County shall complete a 
“Condition Report”. 
C. Maintenance of the Art shall by the responsibility of the Lender. Prior to 
undertaking any such maintenance on County property, the Lender shall obtain the 
approval of the County Public Works Director.  
D. Evidence of damage while on County property will be reported in writing to the 
Lender immediately by Santa Fe County Project Manager Robert Lambert or designee. 
E. Lender certifies that the Art is in such condition as to withstand ordinary strains of 
outdoor public display. 

 

VI. Transportation and Installation 

A. The Lender shall be responsible, in coordination with the County’s Public Works 
Department, for the transportation and delivery of the Art to and from the Site. 
B. County’s Public Works Department shall be responsible for any necessary site 
improvements (e.g., concrete pads, light landscaping, paving, etc.) to prepare sites for the 
installation of the Art.  
C. The Lender shall be solely responsible for the installation of the artwork, including 
all costs and expenses associated therewith. The Lender shall coordinate with the Santa Fe 
County Public Works Department regarding the method, timing, and placement of the 
installation to ensure that it is carried out in a manner that is mutually acceptable to both 
parties. 
D. The Lender shall be solely responsible for the removal of the artwork, including all 
costs and expenses associated therewith. The County shall, upon request from the Lender, 
coordinate promptly and in good faith with the Lender to ensure the safe and secure return 
of the Art. The Parties shall mutually determine the method, timing, and conditions of 
return, including appropriate packaging, transportation, and insurance coverage, to 
safeguard the Art during transit.. 
 

VII. Insurance 

A. Upon receipt of artwork pursuant to this Agreement, the County will insure the Art 
under its insurance coverage. The County will maintain insurance for fire, theft, or 
vandalism and declares that all consigned Art will be covered by said insurance only while 
installed on the Site, not for the Term of this Agreement.  Reasonable efforts will be made 
to protect Art from accidental damage or breakage. In the event that the Art is damaged, 
the Lender shall have the right of first refusal to repair or replace the artwork. The Borrower 
and Lender may, by mutual agreement, collaborate on the repair of the artwork. If the 
artwork is capable of being repaired, the Borrower's insurance shall cover the cost of the 
repair, but shall not be responsible for payment of the artwork's full retail value.  If damage 
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or loss occurs to the Art, and the Art is unable to repaired, the Lender agrees to accept value 
as established in Exhibit A.  The Lender agrees not to seek any further or additional money, 
over and above the insurance company amount, from the County, including but not limited 
to amounts for actual, incidental, special or punitive damages, loss of revenues and 
damages from impairment of contract. 
 

VIII. Copyright and Reproduction Rights 

A. The Lender expressly reserves every right available to the Lender, in common law 
or under Federal Copyright Act. 
B. The County shall not make any commercial use of the design of the Art without the 
Lender’s written consent. This includes, but is not limited to, reproducing the Art’s image 
for sale, licensing, merchandise, or promotional materials intended for commercial 
distribution or financial gain. The Art may only be used for display and non-commercial 
public purposes as specified in this Agreement, unless otherwise authorized in advance in 
writing by the Lender. 
C. The County may publish and distribute photographs of Art as installed on site for 
noncommercial purposes. 
D. The County is not responsible for third party copyright infringements.  The Lender 
is responsible for any and all necessary copyright registrations. 

 

IX. Conflict of Interest 

A. The Lender warrants that it presently has no interest and shall not acquire any 
interest, direct or indirect, which would conflict in any manner or degree with this 
Agreement.  The Lender further agrees that in the performance of this Agreement no one 
having any such interests shall be employed. 

X. Assignment 

A. The Lender shall not assign or transfer any rights, privileges, obligations or other 
interest under this Agreement, including any claims for money due, without the prior 
written consent of Borrower. 
 

XI. Release 

The Lender, upon entering into this Agreement, releases the County, its officers elected 
officials and employees, from all liabilities, claims and obligations whatsoever arising from 
or under this Agreement.  The Lender agrees not to purport to bind the County to any 
obligation not assumed herein by the County unless the Lender has express written 
authority to do so, and then only within the strict limits of that authority. 

 

XII. Indemnification 

A. The Lender shall indemnify, hold harmless and defend the Borrower from all losses, 
damages, claims or judgments on account of any suit, judgment, execution, claim, action 
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or demand whatsoever arising from Lender’s performance under this Agreement as well as 
the performance of Lender’s employees, agents, representatives and subcontractors, 
including payments of all attorney’s fees and costs. 

 

XIII. Third Party Beneficiaries  

A. By entering into this Agreement, the parties do not intend to create any right, title, 
or interest in or for the benefit of any person other than the Borrower and the Lender.  No 
person shall claim any right, title or interest under this Agreement or seek to enforce this 
Agreement as a third-party beneficiary of this Agreement. 
 

XIV. Applicable Law; Choice of Law; Venue 

A. Lender shall abide by all applicable federal and state laws and regulations, and all 
ordinances, rules and regulations of Santa Fe County.  In any action, suit or legal dispute 
arising from this Agreement, the Lender agrees that the laws of the State of New Mexico 
shall govern.  The parties agree that any action or suit arising from this Agreement shall be 
commenced in a federal or state court of competent jurisdiction in New Mexico.  Any 
action or suit commenced in the courts of the State of New Mexico shall be brought in the 
First Judicial District Court. 

 

XV. New Mexico Tort Claims Act 

A. Any liability incurred by Borrower in connection with this Agreement is subject to 
the immunities and limitations of the New Mexico Tort Claims Act, Section 41-4-1, et. Seq. 
NMSA 1978, as amended.  Borrower and its “public employees” as defined in the New 
Mexico Tort Claims Act, do not waive sovereign immunity, do not waive any defense and 
do not waive any limitation of liability pursuant to law.  No provision in this Agreement 
modifies or waives any provision of the New Mexico Tort Claims Act. 

 

XVI. Amendment 

A. This Agreement shall not be altered, changed or modified except by an amendment 
in writing executed by the parties hereto. 
 

XVII. Scope of the Agreement  

A. This Agreement incorporates all the agreements, covenants and understandings 
between the parties hereto concerning the services to be performed hereunder, and all such 
agreements, covenants and understandings have been merged into this Agreement.  This 
Agreement expresses the entire Agreement and understanding between the parties with 
respect to said services.  No prior agreement or understanding, verbal or otherwise, of the 
parties or their agents shall be valid or enforceable unless embodied in this Agreement. 
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XVIII. Non-Discrimination  

A. During the term of this Agreement, the Lender shall not discriminate against any 
employee or applicant for and employment position to be used in the performance of 
services by the Lender hereunder, on the basis of ethnicity, rage, age, religion, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, sex, gender, sexual orientation, physical or mental disability, 
medical condition or citizenship status. 
 

XIX.  Severability  

A. In case any one or more of the provisions contained in this Agreement or any 
application thereof shall be invalid, illegal or unenforceable in any respect, the validity, 
legality and enforceability of the remaining provisions contained herein and any other 
application thereof shall not in any way be affected or impaired thereby. 
 

XX. Identification Plaque 

A. County shall be responsible for the selection, fabrication and installation of all 
associated temporary identification plaques.  All identification plaques will credit the artist 
with the creation of the Art and the Lender with the loaning the Art. 

 

XXI. Notices 

A. Any notices required to be given under this Agreement shall be in writing and 
served by personal delivery or by mail, postage prepaid, to the parties at the following 
addresses: 
 
County  
Santa Fe County 
Public Works Department, Projects Division 
424 NM Highway 599, Building H 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87507 
 
Lender 
Dimitry Domani Spiridon 
2882 Trades West Road #4 
Santa Fe, NM 87507  
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement on the date set for the 
below. 
 
SANTA FE COUNTY (Borrower) 
 
 



8/2/2026
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EXHIBIT A 
Artist Name: Dimitry Domani Spiridon  
Title: American Gold 
Media: Bronze 
Dimensions: 82"x27"x24" 
Value : $25,000 

 
                                                                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



102 Grant Avenue · P.O. Box 276 · Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504-0276 · 505-986-6200 · FAX: 

505-995-2740   www.santafecountynm.gov 

Justin S. Greene 
Commissioner, District 1 

 

Adam Fulton Johnson 
Commissioner, District 4 

Lisa Cacari Stone 
Commissioner, District 2 

Hank Hughes 
Commissioner, District 5 

Camilla Bustamante 
Commissioner, District 3 

Gregory S. Shaffer 
County Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERMINATION 

AGREEMENT #2026-0223-PW/JP  

 

July 20, 2026                          via Email  

 

Ed Samuels 

2234 Highway 485 

Jemez Pueblo, New Mexico 87024 

 

Subject:   Agreement Termination of #2026-0223-PW-JP 

 

Dear Ed, 

 

This letter serves as formal termination of Art on Loan Agreement #2026-0223-PW-JP as it relates 

to the installation of your artwork at Richards Roundabout #1.  Please note that we have moved 

forward with another artist to fulfill that installation. 

 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at (505) 992-9868 or 

rlambert@santafecountynm.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Robert “Rod” Lambert, Project Manager II 

Public Works Department/Projects Division 

Santa Fe County  

 




