
SF Agreement 2026-0378-PW 

WATER STORAGE AGREEMENT 

This water storage agreement ( the "Agreement") is entered into between 
Santa Fe County, a political subdivision of the State of New Mexico (the 
"County"), and the Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority, a 
political subdivision of the State of New Mexico (the "Water Authority") (the 
County and the Water Authority are each a "Party" and together they are the 
"Parties"), and is effective as of the date of the last signature below (the "Effective 
Date"). 

Recitals 

A. WHEREAS, Congress authorized the Secretary of the Army to enter into agreements
with entities for storage of 200,000 acre-feet of San Juan-Chama water in Abiquiu Reservoir in 
Pub. L. 97-140 (43 U.S.C 620a note) ("P.L. 97-140"); and 

B. WHEREAS, P.L. 97-140 authorized the Secretary oflnterior to release San Juan-Chama
water to contracting entities for storage by its contractors; and 

C. WHEREAS, P.L. 97-140 required that the storage of San Juan-Chama water in Abiquiu
Reservoir would not interfere with the authorized purposes of the Abiquiu Reservoir project and 
shall include a requirement that each user of storage space shall pay any increase in operation 
and maintenance costs attributable to the storage of that user's water; and 

D. WHEREAS, pursuant to Pub. L. 100-522 (43 U.S.C. 620a note) ("P.L. 100-522"),
Congress authorized the Secretary of the Army to store 200,000 acre-feet of Rio Grande system 
water at Abiquiu Reservoir in lieu of San Juan-Chama water if the contracting entities no longer 
required storage of their San Juan-Chama water; and 

E. WHEREAS, Pub. L. 116-260 (Div. AA, Title III, Sec. 337) ("P.L. 116-260") amended
P.L. 97-140 and P.L. 100-522 to eliminate the 200,000 acre-feet volume cap from combined
sources in favor of allowing for the concurrent storage of San Juan-Chama and native Rio
Grande system water in Abiquiu Reservoir so long as the contents of the reservoir did not rise to
a point above the elevation of 6230.00 NGVD29; and

F. WHEREAS, P .L. 116-260 requires the Secretary of the Army to retain or enter into new
agreements with entities other than the Water Authority for storage of San Juan-Chama or native 
Rio Grande system water up to those entities' proportional allocations of 29,100 acre-feet of 
storage space within Abiquiu Reservoir; and 

G. WHEREAS, P.L. 116-260 further requires that the storage of native Rio Grande system
water will be authorized only if the necessary water ownership and storage rights have been 
acquired by the entity requesting such storage; and 
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