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ow PFAS is Affecting the Fire
Suppression lndustry
Februory 9,2A23

The hot topic in the fire suppression industry, ss well os severol others,
is the shift owoy from PFAS chemicols. tn porticulor, the use of pFAS

chemicols in speciol hozqrds fire suppression systems will no longer
be sn option. 3M, o mojor multinotionol chemicql monufacturer,
onnounced thot it would stop producing Novec 1230 by the end of
2025. Novec 1230 is o populor "cleon ogent" fire suppression chemiccl,
often used in mission-criticolfocilities where woter domoge by woter
sprinkler systems would creote cotcstrophic problems. With on
extreme omount of litigotion (S,ZAI lowsuits between Jonuory 2020
ond December.202l, occording to Bloomberg Low), 3M onnounced
the discontinuotion of oll products thot include these chemicals.
However, this move hos the industry wondering - whot comes next?

I

Nex

\r ,*l --

What is PFAS?
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The discontinuqtion ot 3M Novec 1230 qs o speciol
hozord fire suppression qgent due to PFAS brings

more struggles to the speciql hozord fire suppression
industry.
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Whgt is PFAS?

PFAS stends for Perfluoroolkylcnd Polyfluoroolkyl Substonces. As exploined by the Notionol lnstitute of
Environmentol Heolth Sciences (rutfus), PFAS molecules hove o choin of linked ccrbon ond fluorine otoms.
These creote very strong csrbon-fluorine bonds thot toke s long time to degrade. Due to this, they're
commonly referred to qs "forever chemicols." PFAS chemicols hove been ossocioted with o wide voriety of
serious heolth issues, including concer.

The foct thot these chemicols foil to degrode for on unknown omount of time, ogencies such os NIEHS ore
concerned about the potentiolfor domoge to humon heolth due to issues such ss biooccumulstion ond
long-term exposure to PFAS. These concerns hove led to widespreod restrictions ond bons on PFAS

chemicals.

How is Thls Affecting the Fire Suppression lndustry?
Speciol hozord fire suppression systems hove been offected by new legislotion oimed ot restricting ond
banning the use of PFAS. ln fcct, mony very effective speciol hozord fire suppression "cleon ogents" hove
met their end due to environmentol snd heolth concerns. The monufocture of Holon 1301, one of the earliest
ond most effective cleqn ogents, wos bonnecl in 1994 becouse it wos clossified os on ozone*depleting
chemicol. The monufocturing of FM200, the most populor Holon replocement, begon o phose-out in 2022
for being identified os o globolworming sgent. And in 2025 the production of Novec 1230 will be

i;continued by 3M. Finclly, AFFF firefighting fooms hove been severely restricted or outright bonned in
st crecs. This hos creoted o chollenge to the fire protection industry os they

limotely, the speciol hszord fire suppression industry is fccing onother mojor setbock os they continue to
rch for o cleon ogent thot is effective ond eosy to use. The ogent olso needs to be sofe for use sround

mons without hoving a significont negotive impoct on the environment.

ly time will tell whot is next for speciol hozord suppression ogents os the fire suppression industry
tinues its reseorch ond development into oppropriote olternotives.

Fire Protection Services from Fireline
Whether you need smoke detectors, fire extinguishers, or on outomotic sprinkler system instolled ot your
commerciol property, Fireline hos you covered. We hove been protecting

people ond property from fire domoge since lg47-ond our experience shows in our excellent workl We ore
known for our superb customer service, our expertise, ond our reliobility. For more informotion on how we
con help your residentiolor commerciol property, visit us online or give us o collot (gOO) 553-3405. We ore
in Boltimore, Mq with q second office in Leesburg, VA. For more fire sofety tips, be sure to follow us on
Foceboo( Twitter, ond Linkedln.
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