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One unique BESS hazard is battery fire and/or exptosion caused by thermal
runaway, or the rapid uncontrol[ed retease of energlr from a battery ce[[.

Therma[ runaway can be caused by an internal short circuit, which can be caused

by mechanicat, thermat or etectrical damage to the battery before, duringor
after instattation.

l\r.
I/ 3. Environmental po[[ution and health hazards

Some chemicals used to make batteries may be hazardous. Even when the best
safe handting practices arefottowed, accidents can happen - and any damage
caused during the manufacturing, transportation or disposal process can

expose people working or [iving in or near a BESS facitity to harmful gases or
potlute the surrounding soit and groundwater.

Thermat runaways require a significant amount of water to coo[ and control.
Potentiatly hazardous chemicats released during the fire can pollute the water
used to fight it, contaminating any soit or groundwater absorbingthe
runoff.S Fumes reteased can also be a riskto the pubtic and first responders. J

Effective BESS risk management

Managing BESS-retated risk depends on ptanning preparation and havinga
trusted, experienced partner. With a dedicated team of energy experts and

Ctaim specialists, Traveters has been providing soecialized coverage and risk
controtsotutions to support owners and operators in the rapidty growing
renewables industry for over 30 years.

To learn more, visit Travelers lnsurance for the Renewable Energy lndustry or
contact your agent today.
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