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Op-Ed: Stop these dangerous battery
storage sites before it's too late

In May 2024, a similar fire in Otay

straight clal's, sending toxic smoke

another San Diego

A daugerous threat is spreading across California neighborhoods arrd many residents

doir't even knor,v it. Massive lithium-ion batter-v storage faciiities are being fast-tracked

into residential communities, often just feet au,aJ, from homes, schools, and parks, with

lirtually no safety regulzrtions in place.

These facilities have airead-v pro\ren to be ticking time bombs.

ln just the past 1ear, rve ve seen multiplc large-sca1e battcry fir'es with devastating

consequetlces. In Januar'1'zoz5, the Moss Landing Energ_v Stolage Facility in Monterey

County erupted in flames, destroy'ing 8o% of its batteries and forcing l,zoo people to

e\racuate.

Mesa, right here in Siin l)iego Countv, burnecl for five

into nearby neighborhoods. And in Septembet 2024,

. triggcring a sht'ltur'-in-

place order for surrouncling communities.
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"Lithium-ion battery stotage sites have already prouen themselues to be ticking time bombs. Image created

CEC Exhibit 32
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These aren't isolated incidents; they're becoming disturbingly common. Lithium-ion

battery fires are notoriously difficult to extinguish, prone to reignition, and can blanket

entire neighborhoods in hazardous smoke for days.

California still has no uniform standards for where these facilities can be built, how they

must be constmcted, or r,vhat protections must be in place to prevent catastrophe. What

we do know is that when one ofthese facilities catches fire, the consequences are severe:

dale of uncontroliabtre burning, chemical fallout, and mass evacuations.

Even worse, developers ofthese massive battery projects can currently bypass local

governments by going directly to the California Energy Commission, which routinely

rubber-stamps these dangerous projects with little or no public input. This fast-track

process is reckless and undemocratic.

That'swhyI'veintroducedAB434,the'Sr1,';ririiSr:r'iir'"lirrti,.'i.itlri1;,.'.''1' t. tchalt
these developments until we can establish real safety standards and give local

communities a voice.

\\'hilc I suppolt innoviitive cn(rrgy stilutions, that tkrcsn't nleiir) \\'c shoultl lllincilv

approve liskv projects that put lir.es in jeoparcl-v.

Ilr' legislation plzrces il trlo-r'eiu' rttrlrittoriurt-t tirt constnrcting neu' iarge-seale batterv

stut'agc sitcs, crtr:nding through.liinuarr-i. tozli. It nrautlates tiiat tire Statc liire Marshal

create long,-overdue statervide file safetl'standirrds, something shockingh'nissing tlorr-r

Lrun'ellt lan'. Antl it restclres local control bv ensuring cities ald counties, not unelecteri
(1xt{' bul'cilucLitts. have the tinal say ol'r lvhcther a battcly taciiitv is npprtx'erl iu the ir orr'n
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'l-he placct:rcnt of these sites is not €)nergv innor':rtion; it's ncgligent:e tlressetl up in greerr

branding. ln the ttame of "clean energJ'," Sacrruueuto politicians are allorvirrg hazarcklus

infrastructure to be forcecl into residential neighborhoods rvhile turning a blind eye to

the ver1,real enviror.rntentiil dartgers these sites po.se.
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T[re sarre lltrvntlkers u,ho coltstantll' preacli about protecting the planet are nou,here to

be tixttrcl u'hcn ir battelr-flre blankets it conturnnih' in toxic suroke.

AB +:+ is about restoring cornrron sense and prioritizing public safetl-.

\'Vc absrlltrtclv urttsi nr<;det'uizc otlr crlergv gricl and implovc sturagc capacitr', but that

mnst be done n-ithout sacrificing iives or trirning neighbolhoods into hazard zones. \\'e

treecl to take the time to get this dght br-ensuling these facilities are built safel1,,

elllct'scltcY respondcrs are tlaincd ancl ccyuipperl. anri the people rrho would livc ur:alltt'

get a sa),in the placement of these facilities.

It'.s rtot the bttreaucrt'ats in Sacramento or thc esectrtives ilt t'ne l'g1- compar-ries ltho iire
being ptrt itt harur's war'. It's oul liuuilics beirrg tleatecl as collateral riaruage in a deeplr'

fl au'ed energv esperiment.
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I u'il1 not stiinri by'rvhile oril commnnities are put at risit for the sake of political agenrlas.

AP, +Sq puts people first, prioritizes safetl'tiver speed, and returns po\rv-ei: rt-here it
l;elongs - to our local txrmmunities.

'1.c1 ur1-colieagnes in the Legislature: Nol'is the tirne to act. lVe must t:rke a step bacrk,

estarblish real sat-et1 starr<1;rrcls, and ensure no communitf is placed in harrl's rvay b1'

recklcss, ftst-tracketl pro.jcrts rvith no i)r'ol)er or,ct'sight.

Pubiic safe4.' is not negotiable. No faruill'shouid be tbrced to lir-e in feal beciruse of u.hat

gets brrilt next tloor. It is time wt: put people before politics anrl protect our cor.nnrunities

bclirnr il's loo latc.
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Related Articles:

. Proposed battery. storage site in Eden Valley prompts... April t8, zoz3

. Iidrrrr \rallel'resiclents push back agairst Stgur<i... January 2,2e24

. Llscondiclo irdopts resoiution against battery storage... Septemher 3,2c24
, San }{arctis adopts battery energy stcrage grridelines March L4,2az;

. Supcn isors OK batterv sl{irage policies but nix *roratorium September 12,2c24

. Pernraner:t coun[,'lratter-r'strirage rules unlikrl.v {br... December go,2oz4
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