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Main causes: 
Electrical component failure, like DC isolators, connectors, inverters 
Poor installation/maintenance can ignite small fires that quickly spread under 
dry conditions 
25% caused by the photovoltaic panels 
Serious fires, difficult to extinguish and spread beyond the area 
Solar farms in vegetated, wildfire‐prone areas at risk — both from and to 
wildfires



Crew battle large fire at a solar farm in Castleton Rensselaer County, New York.
By WYNT 13 News, October 27, 2024
Following red flags warnings that were in effect Saturday, a large fire broke out at a solar farm in Castleton. Crews said that a 
majority of the more than 17,000 solar panels and 38-acres at the farm were on fire. Wilson also told NewsChannel 13 that the 
conditions on Saturday made it perfect for fires, from the direction of the wind to the dry grass. “Wind was terrible up there,” 
Wilson said.

CFA responded to a fire on a solar farm in Raywood, outside Bendigo at about 5.50pm on Thursday 20 February 2025, in 
Raywood, Victoria, Australia.
One of the inverters had caught fire in a moderate sized commercial solar farm and crews used foam to extinguish it once the 
power was isolated. The invertor transfers power from the solar farm to the high voltage lines and batteries.



Fire burning at Panoche solar farm, San Benito County, California
June 10, 2025
Cal Fire responding to a 100-acre fire with both air and ground units, Grew 
from ~20–100 acres midday to ultimately ~592 acres by containment



Message from PNM:



Recommendation of the Hearing Officer

Board of County Commissioners on February 14, 2023 
Fire Department about the Insurance Services Office (ISO) ratings 
If FD stays as it is, (lack of new applications and volunteers and low dispatch staff) 
Yet, the county grows: decrease the score
Increased premiums or denying coverage, especially after the record-setting wildfires

Huge hybrid installation far from water sources
The 30,000-gallon water tank will be empty very quickly and what happens if there is a fire in 
the panel field which threatens both the BESS and houses, which would get priority? 



Atar Fire: However, all of the items in this review must be satisfactorily addressed prior to commissioning of the 
facility. We are not sure there will not be any more issues since not all the documentation we need to give a 
complete review are available.

BCC meeting Shaffer mentioned the lack of capacity at the Fire Marshal as well as with Growth Management to 
inspect properties. The compromise struck was “self-certification. 



Electric Power Research Institute EPRI

Atar fire review





UL 9540A test has 4 levels: • Cell: can a cell be forced into thermal runaway
• Module: will the heat/fire infect another cell or expand outside the module
• Unit: will the heat/fire infect another unit
• Installation: include the use of fire mitigation equipment
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After comments from residents the County did an actual measurement 

Average daytime noise level recorded by the County was 38.4 dBA
 “slightly” below ANSI Category 6 daytime assumption (40) 

Permitted noise level Santa Fe: ambient +5
Daytime:    48 + 5 = 53 the “actual “ noise is 48.3
Nighttime:  42 + 5 = 47 the “actual “ noise is 43.5 





Permitted noise level Santa Fe: ambient +5
Daytime:    38.4 + 5 = 43.4  the “actual “ noise is 40.6
Nighttime:     34 + 5 = 39     the “actual “ noise is 38.4 



• Project located in rural setting with 
predominantly undeveloped rangelands.

• Based on their analysis: ANSI Category 5: quiet 
suburban areas

• Finally, they settle for ANSI Category 6: very 
quiet suburban and rural residential areas.

• The description - rural setting with 
predominantly undeveloped rangelands - is 
omitted out of the second report. 

But we are NOT Category 6. We are rural 
undeveloped rangeland, below Category 6, 
which has approximately 200 people per square 
mile. 
According to U.S. Census data Rancho San 
Marcos has an estimated population density of 
about 115 residents per square mile, more than 
40% less. That would certainly bring down the day 
and nighttime noise levels, indicated for 
Category 6.
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Francine Salazar

From: Jordan A. Yutzy <jyutzy@santafecountynm.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 3, 2025 1:52 PM
To: Francine Salazar; Dominic J. Sisneros
Cc: Peter J. Valencia
Subject: RE: Records Request

There were no reports created by staff.  We did the recording, I wrote the number down and we sent it off to AES to have the 
number updated in their report.  
 
Thank you,  
Jordan  
 

From: Francine Salazar <flobato@santafecountynm.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, April 3, 2025 1:50 PM 
To: Dominic J. Sisneros <djsisneros@santafecountynm.gov>; Jordan A. Yutzy <jyutzy@santafecountynm.gov> 
Cc: Peter J. Valencia <pvalencia@santafecountynm.gov> 
Subject: RE: Records Request 
Importance: High 
 
Good Afternoon,  
 
I wanted to follow-up on the below and the attached from this Requestor. Please note, this request is due by tomorrow, 
April 4, 2025.  
 
Thank you,  
 
Francine Salazar 
Records Custodian 
County Attorney’s Office 
505-995-2715 

 
 
From: Francine Salazar  
Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2025 1:37 PM 
To: Dominic J. Sisneros <djsisneros@santafecountynm.gov>; Jordan A. Yutzy <jyutzy@santafecountynm.gov> 
Cc: Peter J. Valencia <pvalencia@santafecountynm.gov> 
Subject: Records Request 
 
Good Afternoon,  
 
Our office has received a request for the following: 
 

I would like to receive any documentation, emails or reports, produced by staff regarding any noise studies 
performed for the Rancho Viejo Solar Project. 

Ordinance 2009-11







Review of Environmental Impact Report for the Rancho Viejo Solar Project Glorieta Geoscience, January 2025



June 26, 2023, Hank Hughes:

A Resolution On Regulation of Large-Scale Energy Projects in Santa Fe County

WHEREAS large scale renewable energy projects will have effects on the 
landscape and have the potential to negatively impact neighboring properties, 
and
WHEREAS Santa Fe County desires to encourage the development of renewable 
energy in a way that is safe and minimizes any negative impacts, and
WHEREAS a consistent well thought out process for the approval of new large 
scale energy projects could help businesses get projects approved more quickly 
while at the same time providing safe guards for the community,
NOW THEREFORE BE IN RESOLVED, that the Board of County 
Commissioners of Santa Fe County hereby

1. Recommend a consistent process for the review and approval of large-scale 
renewable energy projects;

2. Include an analysis of the advantages and disadvantages of including large 
scale renewable energy projects as Developments of Countywide Impact (DCI);



Anna Hamilton email to Hank Hughes June 26, 
2023: RE: Rough draft Resolution on Large 
Scale Renewable Energy Projects:

 “A great start”

Hughes 27 June 2023



Dear Manager Shaffer,

Do we have an advisory committee that can provide 
a science based evidentiary report on the risks to 
health and the environment from large scale battery 
energy storage for renewable energy and other 
sources? 

Commissioner Bustamante

To:Ambra Baca <aabaca@santafecountynm.gov>
Cc:Justin S. Greene 
<jsgreene@santafecountynm.gov>

In general, I support community solar projects and but 
also feel that there should be better impact assessment 
and mitigation for such large-scale projects. 

This is an emergent issue and happy if we address it 
as soon as possible. 
                           Justin Greene

July 25,  2023

July 30, 2023

June 1, 2023



From: Anna C. Hansen
Sent: Monday, August 21, 2023 11:36 AM
To: Greg Shaffer <gshaffer@santafecountynm.gov>
Subject: FW: Today's Article in the New Mexican about Public 
Notice and the Proposed Rancho Viejo Solar + BESS Project

The Datong, China based project situated on 250 acres of land.

August 21, 2023 



Another draft resolution is proposed on September 7, 2023

file name: > 5MW large scale solar fac resolution draft

the draft that was sent to Jeff and Greg for review
Introduced by: Commissioners Hank Hughes and Anna T. Hamilton 

A RESOLUTION
TO ADRESS REGULATION OF LARGE-SCALE RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS IN SANTA FE 
COUNTY 
WHEREAS, large scale (>5MW) renewable energy projects may (changed from will) have 
effects on the landscape and wildlife and have the potential to positively and negatively 
impact both neighboring properties and the entire community; and
WHEREAS, Santa Fe County desires to encourage the development of renewable energy in a 
way that is safe, (responsible removed), and minimizes negative impacts (and risks to our 
sensitive environment and nearby communities removed) and
(WHEREAS, Santa Fe County desires to be a leader and a national model in fire safety given 
the nature of our open spaces and the insurance industry’s high-risk designations; left out)
WHEREAS, a consistent well thought out process for the approval of new large scale energy 
projects could help businesses get projects approved more quickly while at the same time 
provide safeguards for the community; and
(WHEREAS, Santa Fe County understands that county-wide discussions about such 
projects will lead to more responsible development. Left out) 



BCC on August 29, 2023





We went from September 7, 2023

September 26, 2023 





Changes Between September 12 Draft and Current Draft:

• Definition of Commercial Renewal Energy Projects – (3rd Whereas Clause): This was in partial
response to a commentator who suggested that production capacity (for example, 5MW or above) be used to identify the 
types of projects to which the resolution applies.
The Sustainable Land Development Code (SLDC), however, does not use size. Rather, as it relates to solar and wind 
energy production facilities, the distinguishing characteristic for determining whether the use is permitted, prohibited, or a 
conditional use is whether the energy is produced for sale or profit.

The scale for the integration of solar technology varies from residential to commercial. Many County residents in remote 
areas are already using solar energy for electricity, space and water heating. The potential for large-scale solar electric 
generating facilities exists within Santa Fe County. Impacts on the view sheds, historic and archaeological resources and 
the creation of a grid network to distribute the power would have to be considered in future development proposals in 
order to preserve the integrity of the landscape.

SGMP 7.2.2.2.
Ensuring that potential land use compatibility and environmental conflicts are taken into consideration in the location of 
utility uses, such as landfills, solid waste transfer stations, wastewater treatment plants, power lines and substations, and 
solar- or wind-power generation sites.

SGMP 2.2.3.4

SGMP 14.1.2.2





• Designate Commercial Solar Energy Production Facilities as Developments of Countywide Impact 
(DCI). Due to the robust nature of the conditional use permit approval criteria and ability to impose site 
specific standards, conditions, or mitigation requirements as stated above, the sponsors do not believe at 
this time that DCI designation and regulation is necessary to protect the health, safety and general 
welfare of the community or ensure widespread public participation in the process.

Our opinion on this recommendation is also guided by the Sustainable Growth Management Plan’s 
commitment to renewable energy and energy efficiency, as well as the reality that the impacts of the 
status quo dependency on fossil fuels are Countywide and worldwide. Creating additional hurdles to the 
necessary transition to renewable energy would be inconsistent with that commitment and reality.







On October 26, 2024, I checked Shaffer’s statement with CC Hughes: 



Letter Eikelenboom to Shaffer, June 21, 2024



“I would rather face this 
project than a coal plant”. 

The County would not permit a coal 
plant in this location, and neither should 
they permit large-scale solar.



Resolution 2023-093:
with
platitudes (engage with experts, set up a website)
fake safeguards (renewables are potentially allowed, cannot be detrimental or inconsistent with 
the SLDC) 

without
issues several CC specifically requested, (recognition of this being large-scale in need of a 
special category, with the potential to negatively impact landscape, wildlife and communities, 
and providing meaningful safeguards for the community)
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Plan A:
Blame the Board of County Commissioners

djsisneros
Text Box
*Removed due to confidential and privileged communication





• Landscape would appear to be substantially/severely altered
• Project would introduce form, line, color, texture, or scale not common in 

the landscape and would be visually prominent (moderate/strong 
contrast)

• Project would attract/demand attention
• Project would begin/dominate the visual setting

Table 2: Criteria for Assessing Magnitude of Impact on Visual Resources
                 Moderate and High

Visual impact report 
provided for AES by SWCA 
Environmental Consultants 

2011 – mid 2025              96 Battery Energy Storage Failure         
2019 – mid 2025               35 Other Energy Storage Failure Incidents     

EPRI’s BESS Failure Incident Database and Energy-related Severe Accident Database (ENSAD)
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Ensuring that land use compatibility and environmental conflicts are taken into consideration in 
the location of utility uses, such as powerlines and substations and solar power generation sites.

Section 2.2.3.4. from the SGMP

Section 7.2.2.2. from the SGMP

Promoting solar as a matter of public policy does not justify treated solar with leniency
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Plan B:
Smother the discussion

CUP criterion:
Cannot be permitted if a project “be inconsistent with the spirit and intent of 
the SLDC or the SGMP”. 
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“electric power generation facility” more general, “commercial solar” more specific 

According to the attorney a commercial solar production facility is a 
subset from an electric power generation facility.

Plan C:
Let’s get the NM appellate court on board

djsisneros
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Commercial solar is a subset from an electric power and a utility scale 
solar is a subset from a commercial solar



Plan D:
Simplify the matter

Context, inconsistency with the spirit and intent of the SLDC or the SGMP, are not important in this approach.
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Prucino tried to remove Reuben Mendoza from the Planning Commission because his wife signed a simple 
petition two years ago on his behalf against his project. He was not involved in any action or expression of 
opinion in those two years. He was highly qualified to be a member with a 40 years career in city 
management, investment banking and as a financial advisor in public finance to cities and counties in the 
Southwest including Santa Fe County. His colleagues of the Planning Commission agreed he could stay on; 
staff recommended his reappointment. 

Plan E:
Manipulate the Planning Commission

When Prucino could not get him to recuse himself, CC Hughes chose not to re-appoint Mr. Mendoza.

January 17, 2025

January 25, 2025



Erik Aaboe is chair of the Planning Committee, serves as Deputy Director for the New Mexico Renewable 
Energy Transmission Authority. They help private developers in planning, financing and developing 
transmission and energy storage projects. 

Proponents: 6 hours 27 minutes 
Opponents: 2 hours 47 minutes

He called for Mr. Thompson to extensively testify and 
closed Thompson’s statement with telling him: “Thank 
you so much, I appreciate your long-term perspective. 
Thanks” 

Plan E:
Manipulate the Planning Commission

February 3 and 4, 2025



After 45 minutes it was over 
vote of 7-1 the CUP was granted.



Plan E:
Manipulate the Planning Commission

Prucino was present
Aaboe was directing
Goal was to get CUP granted

No balanced weighing of the evidence 
No consideration was given to the arguments of the HO 
The decision of the PC is a 14-point description of the process
The 4 conclusions are presented without any explanation or substantiation
No discussion of the arguments brought up by hundreds of residents  



January 16, 2025

Senator McQueen publicly announced that Sant Fe County is “Shoehorning” this project in 
that location and his bill that would direct the PRC to prepare rules dealing with appropriate 
siting of solar, battery, and transmission lines.

Senator McQueen’s key bill, HB 435 – Renewable Energy Facility Siting Rules, was officially 
introduced on February 17, 2025, when it was referred to the House Energy & Natural 
Resources Committee has been tabled but will be put forward in the future. 

February 17, 2025



Project Location - Perspective

11

View from SW corner of 
nearest planned solar array 

1/3 mile to the nearest 
residence in San Marcos

• Landscape would appear to be substantially/severely altered
• Project would introduce form, line, color, texture, or scale not 

common in the landscape and would be visually prominent 
(moderate/strong contrast)

• Project would attract/demand attention
• Project would begin/dominate the visual setting

Visual impact report provided for AES by SWCA Environmental Consultants 

Table 2: Criteria for 
Assessing Magnitude of 
Impact on Visual 
Resources
                 
Moderate and High



This is a BESS stand 
alone on 9 acres. 





Open Pit Lithium Hard Rock Mining. 
The destruction of the environment is permanent.

Acid Mine Drainage Causes 
Severe Environmental 

Problems 



“While the Sierra Club strongly supports innovative clean energy solutions and recognizes 
the urgent need to transition away from fossil fuels, Ivanpah demonstrated that not all 
renewable technologies are created equal.” 





Slide from the PPT presentation by AES on February 3, 2023, for the PC 

Hearing Officer did her own analysis 












