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Glenn Schiffbauer,
Executive Director, Santa Fe Green Chamber of Commerce

Glenn Schiffbauer has led the Santa Fe Green 
Chamber of Commerce since 2012. The organization 
serves 185 members, committed to sustainable 
development in our community. Glenn is a native of 
New Mexico.

Sources that are too small to read will be provided as handouts.



Economic benefit:
Solar is a NM target industry.
● New Mexico Economic Development 

Strategic Plan to divest from reliance on 
fossil fuel industry.

● Santa Fe County’s 2024 Economic 
Development Plan* adopted these same 
target industries.

*https://www.santafecountynm.gov/community-development/
economic-development

https://www.santafecountynm.gov/community-development/economic-development
https://www.santafecountynm.gov/community-development/economic-development


14% of NM electricity is from solar, and the state has >2,000 solar jobs. 
Our county’s workforce can keep solar growing.



Economic benefit:
Direct impacts on Santa Fe County 
● Support for businesses during construction: support materials and labor, lodging 

and food service, fuel, etc.

● Increased energy resilience is good for business cost of outages avoided

● Local tax benefits, ~$10M+ property tax and $4M gross receipts tax to use for 
education, roads, fire protection, law enforcement, etc.

● In combination with the other solar and storage development in New Mexico, 
solar construction jobs are becoming year-round jobs in Northern New Mexico.

● Solar training program at SFCC could be revived. AES has already provided 
scholarships for solar training in collaboration with Solar Energy International 
(online) and CNM, as well as training aimed for Santa Fe Youthworks.



Economic benefit:
Lower electricity costs

Source: ACP

● Santa Fe businesses, as well as 
residents benefit from lower 
electricity rates.

● Businesses rely on certainty in cost 
and reliability.

● Increased energy resilience is good 
for business; the high cost and 
dangers related to outages avoided.

https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/665e6f7e8f49ea56f1d1fe37/667ae802d8e8b5ba91d1d261_Energy%20Storage%20Lowers%20Costs.pdf


Strategic alignment and conclusion

● Supports, leads, and actively participates in New Mexico’s 
Energy Transition Act. 

● Is in line with Santa Fe County’s sustainability efforts for 
transitioning to clean energy and building resilience.

● Aligns with the mission of the Santa Fe Green Chamber of 
Commerce and members.

● An opportunity right now for Santa Fe County to lead the state.



Phil Undercuffler,
Volunteer, Santa Fe County Fire Department (TTVFD) and Solar Professional 



Jill K. Cliburn
President, Cliburn and Associates

Throughout her long career, Cliburn has helped bring renewables and distributed energy 
including storage into widespread use, working with electric co-ops, public power, and 
investor-owned utilities, research centers, non-profits, government, and industry. She is a 
Fellow in the American Solar Energy Society and volunteers for environmental and cultural 
interests in Santa Fe County. She is a 30-year resident of the South 14 community and a 
former officer in the San Marcos Association.



● Operational definitions for infrastructure 
development, and especially solar and storage

● Qualification under the SLDC

● Considerations relevant to the community not 
represented and in contrast to the stated goals of 
the Santa Fe SGDP.

● Refer to public comments
submitted by Robert
Griego, planning SME.

Response to the San Marcos Association’s flawed rationale 



Let’s talk about alternatives 

Eddie Moore ABQ Journal 

AES



SOLAR - - - - - STORAGE

T Grid (regional provider)  

storage - - DERs - - loads

T Grid (local gen & use)



Reinventing the grid means … Growing investments,
opportunities, resilience, and affordability

(and this is already happening in New Mexico)  

CA ISO, April 2025. 12.8 GW Storage in 2024..

690 MW in BESS, 
year-end 2024

Cleanview.co 



Impacts on real estate values? Not so much.

Our review covered resources from Hippauf Dry & Connelly (Kirkland), for Santa Fe 
County, as well as research centers affiliated with

Columbia University Law School

Loyola University of Chicago

Berkeley National Laboratory 

Real Property Analytics, (Texas A&M)

Wharton School (Real Estate Department)

Slight variations (+/-) in sale prices near large-scale solar and solar-plus-battery projects 

leave us to conclude that intervening factors, unrelated to project impacts, play the 

bigger role. In Santa Fe,  these may include market factors, socio-economics, and 

amplified perceptions. 

http://mbia.edu/content/rebutting-33-false-claims-about-solar-wind-and-electric-vehicles
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2772940024000249
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301421523000101?via%3Dihub#sec6
https://www.conservativetexansforenergyinnovation.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Analysis-of-Market-Trends-Surrounding-Utility-Scale-Solar-Projects-Real-Property-Analytics.pdf
https://www.conservativetexansforenergyinnovation.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Analysis-of-Market-Trends-Surrounding-Utility-Scale-Solar-Projects-Real-Property-Analytics.pdf


CEC testimony at the December 2024 hearing included
notable falsehoods, which affected the outcome



Yes, a high risk for our mountain neighbors



… but a closer look tells a different story



Warren Thompson
Land Owner, Manager

Rancho Viejo Partnership, LLC



Application filed with 
Santa Fe County 
11_26_2024



● Removes more than 6,780 acres from development or 
approximately 332 homes and allowable ADUs, representing 
an additional 332 hundred units.

● Eliminates extensive infrastructure (roads, electric, water), 
private fencing, night-time lighting, wildlife encroachment, and 
traffic impacts.

● Protects the majority of the view shed along SR 14 towards 
the Sangre de Cristo mountains. And provides an open space 
buffer for the communities and Eldorado and San Marcos.



This image of data to support the TDR discussion will be a handout


