
La Cienega and La Cieneguilla Planning Area 
Boundary

Welcome!

• This is an open house.

• Please sign in and get a name 
tag.

• We invite you to walk around 
and view all the posters.

• We are here to answer any 
questions regarding the process, 
the drafts and the anticipated 
outcomes. 

• Please feel free to add any 
comments to the posters.

• Please discuss any questions or 
comments with your neighbors 
and County staff.

• Grab a drink and some snacks.

La Cienega and La Cieneguilla 2015 Community Plan
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La Cienega and La Cieneguilla Community Plan

• March 1997 The Board of County Commissioners (BCC) authorized the preparation of a community for the La  
Cienega and La Cieneguilla Traditional Community.

• August 14, 2001 The BCC adopted the La Cienega and La Cieneguila Community Plan with Resolution 2001-117.

• May 9, 2000 The BCC adopted Ordinance 2000-1 which declared La Cienega and La Cieneguilla a Traditional     
Historic Community.

• November 12, 2002 The BCC amended Ordinance 2000-7 expanding the boundary to concide with the La  
Cieneguilla Traditional Community Planning Area.

• June 11, 2002 The BCC adopted Ordinance 2002-9 which created the La Cienega and La Cieneguilla Traditional 
Community Zoning District.

• 2011 The La Cienega and La Cieneguilla Planning Committee drafted a Plan Update.

• January 2015 The BCC established Planning Committees for 13 zoning districts, including the La Cienega and La 
Cieneguilla district.

Timeline
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The Valley of La Cienega is comprised of Lower La Cienega, Upper 
La Cienega and La Cieneguilla and surrounding areas. These rural 
communities in Santa Fe County share a long, enduring history, 
a scenic rural environment and a tradition of working together 
through discussion, education, listening and negotiation to solve 
problems and plan for the future by creating a community plan that 
encourages sensible and sustainable growth.  In the late 1990’s the 
communities began an in- depth community planning process that 
resulted in the adoption of the 2001 La Cienega/ La Cieneguilla 
Community Plan and corresponding 2002-9 Ordinance.

Much has changed since the 2001 Community Plan and 
corresponding ordinance were adopted.  Population has increased 
27% from 3,007 people in 2000 to 3,819 people in 2010. 
Correspondingly, 261 new homes were added and commercial 
development in southern portions of the City of Santa Fe and 

NM Railrunner Station at the interchange of NM 599 and I-25 just 
northeast of the plan area opened with over 200 parking spaces 
and bus connections to Los Alamos and Santa Fe, making it an 
important regional transit hub for northern New Mexico.  These 
factors combined with the explosive residential growth of the 
1990’s have resulted in a population size equal to or greater than 
many incorporated New Mexico communities and towns.

Additionally, Santa Fe County’s legal framework and policies for 
land use, growth management and development have changed since 
the 2001 Community Plan was adopted.  In late 2010, the Board 
of County Commissioners, (BCC), adopted the Sustainable Growth 
Management Plan (SGMP). In December 2013 the BCC adopted 

the corresponding Sustainable Land Development Code (SLDC) 
which when in effect will replace the 1996-10 Land Development 
Code and implement many of the policies from the SGMP. Most 

current hydrologic zoning, which regulates density based on water 

and zoning scheme, the County will assign zoning districts and 

the SGMP including water resources, proximity to public utilities, 
community character, existing and compatible land uses, densities 
and lot sizes.  For areas such as La Cienega & La Cieneguilla covered 
by adopted plans and ordinances, the County will work with 
communities to assign base zoning districts and overlay zones as 
outlined in Chapter 9 of the SLDC.  Both the SGMP and SLDC will 
guide land use and regulate development throughout the County 
for years to come.

In early 2011, in response to the adoption of the County’s new 
General plan (the SGMP), La Cienega Valley community members 
recognized the need to revisit the 2001 La Cienega/ La Cieneguilla 
Community Plan, and corresponding 2002-9 Santa Fe County 
La Cienega/ La Cieneguilla Community District Ordinance. Over 
the course of several years, members of the community and the 
County worked together to assess changes in the area, update 
information, identify issues, and revise and develop strategies to 
manage growth and development in accordance with the SGMP 
and SDLC.  The process was guided in large part by the Community 
Vision Statement established in the 2001 Plan

La Cienega and La Cieneguilla Community Plan
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LCLC Plan Vision:

La Cienega and La Cieneguilla Community Plan

4

“The vision for our community is one of a peaceful and rural nature, one 
that respects diversity and is governed through unity.  We resolve to protect 
our natural environment and unique character by honoring our traditional 
culture and the area’s historical, agricultural, livestock and rural low density 

and protect our community from urban sprawl. We wish to live in a community 
where people of all cultures and incomes share in decision making; a community 
in which any changes, improvements and decisions are dictated by realistic 
understanding of our available resources and by our vision of our relaxed and 

open quality of life”.



La Cienega and La Cieneguilla Community Proposed Land Use Map

Current uses and 
densities were used to 
match up appropriate 
land use categories.

A few areas to note 
include:

• The delineation of 
the 1 acre subdivision 
in La Cieneguilla.

•  The neighborhood 
commercial area on 
Los Pinos and Erica 
road.

• The expansion of the 
traditional community 
to Tres Rio Ranch.
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The proposed Land Use Map was created during this Community Planning 
Process.



Next Steps

The Land Use Map from the La Cienega and La 
Cieneguilla Planning Process will be used to create a 
proposed zoning map. Land use purpose statements  
will be compared to the zoning district descriptions, 
parcel sizes and existing uses to propose zoning 
districts. This proposed zoning map will be part of 

the adoption process. The future La Cienega and La 
Cieneguilla Community District Overlay along with 
the future proposed zoning map will be one way that 
the La Cienega and La Cieneguilla 2015 Community 
Plan will be implemented to direct development in La 
Cienega and La Cieneguilla.  

The Overlay will be made of two parts, the regulations 
and the LCLCCD Use Matrix. The land use descriptions 
on new developments are from the La Cienega and La 
Cieneguilla 2015 Plan that are not part of the SLDC. 
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9. CHAPTER 9 - COMMUNITY DISTRICTS

9.1. PURPOSE. The Community District is a zoning tool intended to preserve and protect unique 
communities and areas through the implementation of an adopted Community Plan that is
consistent with the SGMP as set forth in Chapter 2.  As a matter of public policy, Santa Fe 
County is committed to preserving, protecting, enhancing, and perpetuating the value of these 
areas through the establishment of Community Districts.  The Board, pursuant to Chapter 8, may 
establish Community District Overlay Zones (O-CD) that are consistent with the SGMP, an 
adopted Community Plan and any applicable Land Use Plans adopted by the County.he Co

9.2. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMUNITY DISTRICT OVERLAY ZONESNES. Chapter 8 setsChap
forth the standards and procedures for establishment of a Community District Overlay Zone (Oy Di t Overlay Z -
CD) to implement the zoning-related provisions of an adopted Community Plan.  With the Commun  W
adoption of the SLDC, local communities are encouraged to revise their Community Plans to beComm ty Pla
consistent with the SGMP and this ordinance, and to propose appropriate overlay zoning pro ate ov
regulations to establish an O-CD in accordance with Chapter 8.  Upon the establishment of an Oter 8.  Upo ablish -
CD for any given Community District, the regulations of the applicable Oon the applicab O-CD will be inserted 
into this section and become part of the SLDC.

9.2.1.Adoption of Community District’s Overlay Zone. This community district overlay zone Thi mmu
shall be established upon adoption by the BCC of an ordinanceby th rdinan specific to this community 
district which includes adoption of base zoning set forth in an attached map. ase zoning in an

9.3. EFFECT OF OVERLAY DISTRICTS ON SLDCRICTS ON SL .

9.3.1.General Provisions. The regulations, standards and provisionsThe ations, stand rds a described herein are specific 
to each community district’s overlay zone. Where conflict arises between SLDC regulations y distr lay zone. W
and the community district standards and provisions, the district’s standards and provisions nitty district s and pr
shall prevail. However, when the How whe district’s standards are silent on an issue that would 
otherwise be governed by the SLDC or other applicable County codes, governed he S the SLDC or those
other codes and plans shall prevail.od d plans sh evai

9.3.2.Use Matrix. trix. Where a community district overlaWhe a co y has established a Use Matrix, that Use
Matrix shall prevail.  Where a communitMatrix all prevail.  WWhe y district overlay has not established a Use Matrix,
the SLDC Use Matrix shall apply unless other exceptions are identified in the communitythe SLD Use Matrix s
district overlaydistrict over ay.

9.3.3.3 Effect on Zoning Map.Effect on Zon  As stated in Chapter 8 of the SLDC, an approved overlay 
community districtomm nity does not replace the underlying zoning of the area. Instead, it allows for 
a modification of the regulations of the underlying zoning district to accommodate unique mod
conditions that do not fit the base zoning district. condit

9.14. SAN MARCOS COMMUNITY DISTRICT OVERLAY.

9.14.1. Purpose and Intent. The provisions of the San Marcos Community District, (SMCD) are
intended to implement and be consistent with the goals, objectives, policies, and strategies
of the San Marcos Community Plan and the Sustainable Growth Management Plan 
(SGMP). The SMCD is designed to implement the San Marcos Community Plan to ensure 
compatibility among various land uses, in the San Marcos community.

SLDC Amendments Draft
Appendix B:  Use Table

Sustainable Land Development Code Use Table - San Marcos Spring 2015

Appendix B:  1
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Special Conditions
Residential
Single family detached units 1110 P P P P P
Single-family attached units 1120 P P P P P
Duplex 1121 P P P P p
Accessory dwelling units 1130 A A A A A Chapter 10
Townhouses P X X X X
Multifamily dwellings 1202-99 C X X X X

Retirement Housing 1210 P P P P

Establish dimensions 4 Units; i.e. 
5,000 SF or 50% of lot, definition,
scale

Assisted living facility 1230 P P P P No more than 6 residents
Life care or continuing care facilities 1240 P P P P No more than 6 residents
Skilled nursing facilities 1250 P P P P No more than 6 residents
Community Home, NAICS 623210 P P P P P
Barracks 1310 A X X X X
Dormitories 1320 A X X X X
Single room occupancy units 1340 A X X X X Chapter 10

Temporary structures, tents etc. for shelter 1350 P
look at time limit, time limit with 
building permit, primary

Hotels, motels, or other accommodation services
Bed and Breakfast inn 1310 P P P C P
Rooming and boarding housing 1320 C C C X
Resorts C C C X X
Retreats P P P C X
Hotels, motels, and tourist courts 1330 C X X X X
Commercial
Shop or store with drive-through facility  2210 X X X X X
Restaurant, with incidental consumption of alcoholic beverages 2220 X X X X P

Restaurant, with no consumption of alcoholic beverages permitted 2220 X X X X P
Stand-alone store or shop 2230 X X X X P
Department store 2240 X X X X X
Warehouse discount store/superstore  2124 2250 X X X X X
Market shops, including open markets 2260 A X X X P
Gasoline station  2270 C X X X C
Automobile repair and service 2280 C X X X P
Car dealer  2111 C X X X X
Bus, truck, mobile home, or large vehicle dealers  2112 C X X X X
Bicycle, motorcycle, all terrain vehicle dealers 2113 C X X X X
Boat or marine craft dealer 2114 C X X X X
Automotive Parts, accessories, or tires  2115 C X X X X
Gasoline service 2116 C X X X C
Lumberyard and materials 2126 C X X X X
Outdoor resale business 2145 C X X X C
Pawnshops X X X X X
Beer, wine, and liquor store (off-premises consumption of 
alcohol) 2155 C X X X C
Shopping center  2510-2580 X X X X X
Convenience stores or centers  2591 X X X X C
Car care center  2593 X X X X X
Car washes X X X X X
Office or bank  (without drive-through facility)  2100 A X X X P
Office (with drive-through facility)  2110 X X X X X
Office or store with residence on top  2300 X X X X P

 NAICS 522298

NAICS 811192
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