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CONTEXT

• 7 Earthen Flood Control Dams Built  1961 - 1972 by 
USDA Soil Conservation Service and Sponsored by SF-P 
SWCD. All were Low Hazard when built.

• All are now High Hazard, meaning a dam where failure 
or mis-operation would probably cause loss of human 
live and significant property destruction. 

• All are 5-15 years beyond design life.

• All dams reside on BLM or private land; however, SF-P 
SWCD has perpetual easements for the footprints of all 
the dams and is the sole owner & operator of all dams. 



Further Context

• All have 96-hr. floodwater storage limit, per Rio Grande Compact.

• Slightly over 2,000 properties in inundation zones of these dams, including 
Espanola WWTP.

• All 7 dams have Emergency Action Plans as Required by NM OSE Dam Safety 
Bureau for High Hazard Dams.

• Santa Fe County contributes $8K per year for O&M.



Concerns

Sites 1 and 4 have particular vulnerability for breaching or failing: Site 1 for full-
capacity of sediment pool, and Site 4 for longitudinal cracks on embankment.

Site 1 is nearly at 90% Design for Rehabilitation by USDA NRCS Watershed 
Rehabilitation Program (WRP); Site 4 is also in the que for repair funding under 
WRP. Repairs may be years out due to lack of funding.

Santa Fe County Office of Emergency Management has redacted Section 5 of it’s 
Hazard Mitigation Plan. Yet, SF Co. hosts an inundation mapping website for the 
Santa Cruz Dam Sites should a breach or failure occur. These are not federal 
dams, and there should be transparency in the HMP regarding the danger they 
present.

Should there be early warning sirens in the Rio Santa Cruz Corridor?





SF-P SWCD Dam Sites in the Santa Cruz Corridor with inundation mapping





Discussion?
Sirens or Audible Warnings?

Reference:
A GUIDE TO PUBLIC ALERTS AND WARNINGS FOR DAM AND LEVEE EMERGENCIES

U. S. Army Corps of Engineers

https://realfile5f809ddfc9864dad89f9d03375144a14.s3.amazonaws.com/2472288a-f939-43dc-8b73-7034d789396d?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJBKPT2UF7EZ6B7YA&Expires=1767471789&Signature=WQVFqD%2BVe8uEzUQDKd7UMMg/xQA%3D&response-content-disposition=inline;%20filename%3D%22Guide%20to%20Public%20Alerts%20and%20Warnings%20for%20Dam%20and%20Levee%20Emergencies%20-%20USACE.pdf%22&response-content-type=application/pdf
https://realfile5f809ddfc9864dad89f9d03375144a14.s3.amazonaws.com/2472288a-f939-43dc-8b73-7034d789396d?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJBKPT2UF7EZ6B7YA&Expires=1767471789&Signature=WQVFqD%2BVe8uEzUQDKd7UMMg/xQA%3D&response-content-disposition=inline;%20filename%3D%22Guide%20to%20Public%20Alerts%20and%20Warnings%20for%20Dam%20and%20Levee%20Emergencies%20-%20USACE.pdf%22&response-content-type=application/pdf
https://realfile5f809ddfc9864dad89f9d03375144a14.s3.amazonaws.com/2472288a-f939-43dc-8b73-7034d789396d?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJBKPT2UF7EZ6B7YA&Expires=1767471789&Signature=WQVFqD%2BVe8uEzUQDKd7UMMg/xQA%3D&response-content-disposition=inline;%20filename%3D%22Guide%20to%20Public%20Alerts%20and%20Warnings%20for%20Dam%20and%20Levee%20Emergencies%20-%20USACE.pdf%22&response-content-type=application/pdf
https://realfile5f809ddfc9864dad89f9d03375144a14.s3.amazonaws.com/2472288a-f939-43dc-8b73-7034d789396d?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJBKPT2UF7EZ6B7YA&Expires=1767471789&Signature=WQVFqD%2BVe8uEzUQDKd7UMMg/xQA%3D&response-content-disposition=inline;%20filename%3D%22Guide%20to%20Public%20Alerts%20and%20Warnings%20for%20Dam%20and%20Levee%20Emergencies%20-%20USACE.pdf%22&response-content-type=application/pdf
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