Well Monitoring Program

Under the Sustainable Development Land
Code (SLDC) §7.13.11.5, the County requires
all developments to have a well meter installed
and those utilizing a well to participate in the
Domestic Well Use Metering Program.

The meter shall be read by the property owner
annually and meter readings shall be provided
to the Environmental Compliance Officer no
later than April 30% of the same calendar year.
If a property is required to submit meter
readings to the OSE, these readings may be
sent to the Environmental Compliance Officer
in lieu of the requirements above.

Domestic Wells Metering Pilot Program:
Santa Fe County is working with community
members in La Cienega and La Cieneguilla to
develop a domestic well monitoring pilot
program to ensure the sustainability of local
water supplies. The project aims to better
understand local groundwater levels and
trends, identify requirements that apply to
different wells, estimate current water
demand, and project future water demand.
Depending on the project’s findings, water
conservation goals, enforcement of existing
requirements, new ordinances, and/or other
programs may be recommended.

Additional information:
https://www.santafecountynm.gov/public-
works/utilities/meter_reading

Water Reclamation

Reclaimed water is the treated effluent from a
wastewater treatment plant or other source
that can be used in a variety of ways.
Agriculture and landscape irrigation (non-
potable reuse), drinking water supplies (direct
potable reuse), groundwater replenishment,
industrial processes, environmental
restoration, and return flow credits are some
examples of reclaimed water use.

Santa Fe County uses reclaimed water for non-
potable landscapingirrigation and is
developing a grey water fill station for
permitted users to be used primarily for
construction and dust mitigation. The City of
Santa Fe is also exploring the use of reclaimed
water to augment its water supply, including
the potential for a Return Flow Pipeline to
return treated water to the Rio Grande. This will
increase water availability and create return
flow credits for the San Juan-Chama Project.

Resources:

Santa Fe County - Board of County
Commissioners (BCC):
https://www.santafecountynm.gov/committee
s/board-of-county-commissioners-bcc

Santa Fe County Water | Wastewater:
https://www.santafecountynm.gov/public-
works/utilities

For questions, comments and concerns, call
the main line at (505) 992-9870 or email us at
sfecutil@santafecountynm.gov.

For after-hours emergencies, please call
(505) 629-4631

Santa Fe County

County Water Summit

SANTA FE counry

October 2025
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