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San Marcos District Overview
• 2019 San Marcos Community District Plan is part of County Sustainable Growth 

Management Plan (SGMP)
• San Marcos Community District 

• Approx. 44 Square miles
• 2018 estimated population: 1,727
• 876  Housing Units  

• Sustainable Land Development Code 
• San Marcos Community District Overlay Section 9.14

• SLDC San Marcos Community District’s Zoning Districts: 
• Rural
• Rural Fringe
• Rural Residential
• Commercial Neighborhood
• Public/Institutional
• Federal and State Land
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/gumoyx24gdq30a6/SanMarcoDistVid-720p.m4v?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gumoyx24gdq30a6/SanMarcoDistVid-720p.m4v?dl=0






Land Use Issues identified during this process: 

• District residential dimensional standards for front, rear, and side property lines are more restrictive 
than others in the County and have created issues for residents to develop their properties 

• Setbacks in non-residential areas vary from the format of other setbacks in the District, creating 
confusion and issues between neighbors and non-residential development 

• Setbacks along NM 14 are more restrictive than others in the County and have caused issues for 
property-owners to develop their properties 

• District has a lot coverage maximum where other areas of the County do not indicate a maximum lot 
coverage 

• Agricultural and equestrian uses of the area face constraints by current development standards 

• Development standards for home occupations and small-scale businesses are more restrictive than 
others in the County and have limited opportunities for residents 



Goal 5: Land use development should comply with the principles of 
sustainable development established in the San Marcos District Plan

• Strategy 5.1: Support agriculture, arts and rural commercial throughout the San 
Marcos Community District Overlay in the SLDC 

• Strategy 5.2: Align San Marcos standards more closely with County setback 
standards

• Action 5.2.1: Allow property-owners to have reasonable use of their land by 
reducing setback requirements and aligning Rural Residential setback standards 
more closely with the Rural Residential setback standards in the County

• Action 5.2.2: Align the NM 14 setback standards in the District with Highway 
setback standards in the County to maintain ScenicByway

• Action 5.2.3: Modify lot coverage standards to match County standards
• Action 5.2.4: Create buffers on Commercial Neighborhood properties that border 

residential properties, as well as possible visual and noise blocking features



Goal 5:
• Strategy 5.3: Support the rural lifestyle that residents of San Marcos area 

have chosen because of its low density, quiet and private nature
• Action 5.3.1: Allow and encourage agricultural and arts uses for home-

based and Neighborhood-Scaled businesses
• Action 5.3.2: Share information about the native plants, animals, water 

resources, history and geology of the District via digital and
• print media
• Action 5.3.3: Support people in appropriately using their property to enjoy 

the privacy and freedom of a rural setting
• Action 5.3.4: Support alternative lifestyle choices by allowing a variety of 

dwelling unit types and accessory uses such as the District has historically 
allowed







Thank you
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