
County Development Review Committee
August 26, 2010



What is the SLDP?
◦ Update of the 1999 Growth Management Plan

◦ Vision of the future for the County

◦ Guide for future programming for the County



Designated Specific Growth Areas 
Defined Service Areas for County Water Utility
Created the Community Planning Program 
Created an Open Space Program
Established a Water Conservation Program
Established Economic Development Program

What did the 1999 GMP accomplish? 



Refinement of Priority Growth Areas

An evolution of the GMP goals and 
actions

Implementation of a Capital 
Improvements Program (CIP)

Implementation of a Land 
Development Code (SLDC)

Evolve Community Planning Program 

SLDP becomes the vision and 
program for Santa Fe County



◦ A Sustainable Vision
◦ Land Use 
◦ Economic Development
◦ Agriculture/Ranching
◦ Resource Conservation
◦ Open Space and Trails
◦ Renewable Energy
◦ Sustainable Green 

Design and 
Development

◦ Public Safety
◦ Transportation 
◦ Water /Wastewater 
◦ Adequate Public 

Facilities Financing
◦ Housing
◦ Governance 
◦ Implementation 

Element



Direct the location and character of 
future growth and resources to 
appropriate and designated areas 
Fiscal responsibility 
Focus on existing community needs 
and values  
Respect the natural environment, 
the rural landscape and open spaces
Conserve water for present and 
future generations
Redefine the zoning standards and 
the development review process
Provide appropriate County 
Resources to implement the 
Sustainable Growth Management 
Plan for the County
Ensure effective, transparent and 
ethical governance



Directives for each chapter 
sets the policy framework:

• Goal-County intent to achieve a 
sustainable direction

• Policy-statement of government 
intent.  Policies direct the manner 
in which actions and decisions 
should be made.  

• Strategy-specific action or 
program the County will 
implement to achieve goals and 
policies and solve issues and 
problems.  



Environmental 
Responsibility

Economic Strength 
and Diversity

Community Livability 
and Quality of Live



CDRC Kick‐Off Meeting – December 8, 2008
Series of Charrettes (Public Input Meetings) held in each 
Growth Management Area ‐ February ~ April 2009 
First Draft:  October 2009‐Public Input Study Sessions in 
each GMA  to re
Revised Draft February 2010
17 Public Input Workshops held April ~ May 2010
11 CDRC Public Meetings
SLDP Final Draft July 2010‐ Revisions based on significant 
community input
Numerous Community Meetings
Regular Updates to Board of County Commissioners



Revise Chapter One – A Sustainable Future for Santa Fe 
County.

◦ Clearly indicate that the SLDP is a guide-not a mandate.

◦ Revise specific language to more clearly identify the SLDP as a 
guide.  

◦ Growth Management Areas (GMA) Objectives:  
GMA Objectives are specific desired outcomes for each area of the 
County based on local public input.  



Add Growth Management 
Areas (GMA) Definition, 
GMA Map and GMA 
Objectives for Each Chapter 

El Norte GMA
El Centro GMA
Galisteo GMA
Estancia GMA



Add Regional Planning, Partnerships and Cooperation 
Section to Chapter 1to clarify and identify important 
regional topics, existing and potential partnerships. 

Move New Ruralism Section to Chapter 8:  Sustainable 
Green Development Element

Add Glossary of Terms (draft) 
◦ Need to clearly describe terms used in document.



Chapter One:  1.1.2 Plan Directives:  
◦ Remove Binding Principles from Plan Directives

1.4 Binding Principles for Sustainable Land 
Development Plan 
◦ Change Title to Principles for Sustainable Land Development 

Plan
◦ Revise principle 1.4.1.1 to add in appropriate areas.

Revise Chapter 12:  Adequate Public Facilities and 
Financing based on updated data.

Minor editing and consistency.



Chapter 2: Land Use:  
◦ Developments of Countywide Impact

Existing mining ordinance. 
Sand and gravel mining.

Cost Analysis
◦ Clear directives for implementation
◦ Costs for implementation of SLDP, CIP, and SLDC 

Concerns from Estancia GMA Working Group and 
residents
◦ Desire for Estancia GMA to create their own Area Plan

Consistency of SLDP and Community and District Plans



Future Land Use Map designations including Santa 
Fe Canyon Ranch need to be reevaluated

Chapter 12:  Adequate Public Facilities and 
Financing Element 

Needs to be more concise and understandable.  
Needs better supporting data. 
Fiscal Impact Analysis and Cost of Sprawl sections need 
to be completed. 

Procedural Issues
◦ Complex process may increase cost of development 
and be difficult for County to administer



How and When will SLDP Chapters be revised?  
◦ Proposed revisions identified in Written Public 

Comments and through Public Hearings 

◦ Proposed revisions based on CDRC Recommendations 
and Board of County Commissioners Direction

CDRC Recommendation to the Board of County 
Commissioners



Board of County Commissioners (BCC):  

BCC Study Session – September 14th – 9:00 AM

BCC Public Hearings TBD  



CDRC Comments and Questions

Public Hearing Comments  
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