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An Ordinance Amending Ordinance 1991-7,
Fire Prevention Code to Adopt the 1997 Uniform Fire Code
(CFC) and the Most Recently Published Edition Thereof

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY CO-LL\/DVHSS‘IOL\ER.S OF SANTA
FE COUNTY, THAT THIS ORCINANCE WILL AMEND THE SANTA FECOUNTY

FIRE CODE AS FOLLOWS.
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Section 4.
Section 5.
Section 6.
Section 7.

Section 8.
Section 9.

Secrion 10.
Section 11.

Section 12.
Section 13.
Section 14.
Section 15.
Section 16.

Intent and Scope

. Adoption of Fire Codes
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Definitions

Establishment of Limits of Districts In Which Storage of
Flammable Combustible Liquids in Qutside Aboveground
Tanks Is To Be Prohibited/Restricted.

Establishment of Limits of Districts In Which Bulk Storage of
Liquefied Petroleum Gases Is To Be Prohibited/Restricted.
Establishment of Limits of Districts in Which Storage of
Explosives And Blasting Agents Is To Be Prohibited.
Amendments Made In the Fire Prevention Code.

Confiicting Provisions.
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New Miaterials, Processes or Occupancies Which May Require
Permirs.

Ernforcement - Penalties
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Validirty
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It is the intent of this Code to prescribe regulations consistent with nationally recogrized
gcod practice for the safeguarding of the life safery and welfare of the people of Santa Fe
County and their preperty. The Fire Prevention Cade takes into consideration the unique
environment, of the Santa Fe County economy, social structure and living pattems of its

residanis

Therafora this Ordinance must afford flexibility at the discration of the Fire Chief and or
Fire Marshal 10 implement any and ail appropriate measures to protect the resicen:s of

Santa Fe Counry.

Section 2. Adepricn of Fire Codes.

Trera are adorrad oy the Incorperated County of 3anta Fe, New Meaxics, for the purpose of

TS

orescribing reguiaticns governing conditiens hs.z;..:o'.;s 12 itz and groperty fom fire or
expiosion. those certain codes known as: (1) the 1597 L'm'form Fire Code. including
Apoendix Chapters A-1-A. A-1-C A-[l-AL A-[I-B, A-I-D, A-II-E, A-TL-F. A-IL-GL A-IT-H

ASTL-LALIE-TD ARIII-AL ALITI-B. A-TI-C, A-TTI-D, ATV .-\, A-TV-B (as revised), A-V-A,
AVTAL AVI-E, A-VI fi AVT-D, AVI-EA-VI-F, A-VI-G AV A-VI-L and, the
Uniterm Fire Code Siandards putlisned oy the Western Fire Chiefs Association and the
Intemmational Conferance of Building Officials. being particuiarly the 1957 anc all subsequent
amendments or ravisions therect or most recentlv published editisas theract: (2) the Life
Saferv Code (NFPA 101} pubiished by the Natioral Fire Protection Association, being
particulariv the 1967 agd all subsequent amendments or revisions thereof or most recently

uptished edition therecf The Naticnal Fire Proteciion Asscciaiion (NFPA) standards as
oplicable to the Uniform Fire Code and the NFPA Fire Protaction Handbeok. being
9=-"icu[ariy =e 19G7 or most racently published editions thereofand the applicabie standards
“the most racantly published Santa Fe County Land Use Code ard Extraterritorial Zoning
rdinance and any amendments or ravisions therecf which are hereby referred to, adopted
nd made a part herecf as if fullv set out in this Ordinarce. the provisions thereof shall be
ortrolling witnin the iimits of the [ncorporated County of Santa Fe.
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One or more copies \t such codes shall ce 8i2¢ mn the o:"c° of the Clerk. County Autorney
and the Land Use Acauatsirater, a.r:ci other such sopies stall be kapr at the Fire Depariment

ahoes

Secrion 3. FEstablisnment. Authoricv and Duries of Fire Prevention Division.

ne enforced by the Fire Marshal's Orfice of The County Fire
ment aoiish which shall £2 operared under tha supervision and
firection of th C Rier of tH—‘ Fv'a Department of the County. The Fire Marshal shall be

ceinted by the Fire Chiefl to exarcise the powers and his autherity as ser forth in the Fire

Prevenricn Code
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It is the duty of the Fire \IIZLI'Shal t© meleme:rt, interpret. a.ud enforce the prov1s1om; of a]l

~adopted Fire Codes and this Ordinancs in order to protect the life, safery and we!fare ofthe ‘- &
° people and praoperty of Santa Fe County. . : 1 5 2 8 1 3 3 ”»‘

The Fire Marshal shall consider the unique environment, economy, social structure and Living
patterns of the residents of Santa Fe County in the application of this Ordinance and adopted
Codes.

Section 4. Definitions.

A. Whenever the words “adopted codes™ are used herein, they mean the Codes

adopted in Section 1, pursuant to this Ordinance.

B. Whenever the words “Chief Of Tne Bureau or DOF Fire Prevention” are used in
the adopted codes, they mean the Fira Marshal. Whenever the word “jurisdiction™
is used in the adoptad codes, it means the Counry. “Heavy industrial” means gas
or sarvics siations, wholesale, warzhouse, distribution or general industryv as
estapliished ir the Counry Land U'se Code.

C. Ordinance means this Ordinance Amending and adopting the 1997 Uniform Fire .

Cede and the most recently published edition thereof.

D. All other adopted definurions-shall be those found in the Uniform Fire Code.

Section 5. Establishment of limits of districts in_which storage of flammable or
combustibie liquids in outside aboveground ranks is to be prohibited/restricted.

The limits referred to in the Uniform Fire Code in which storage of flammable or combustible.
idquids is restricted, are hersbyv estabiished as follows:

All areas excert those within heavy industrial zone, M-2. as defined in Title 16 of the Cede

and those areas outsice the County’s zoning authority by reascn of exciusive ownership and
control by the United States of America or the State of New Mexico -

Uron presentation of plans conforming with design criteria as established by the Uniform Fire
Cede. the Fire Marshal, as defined b» the Uniform Fire Code, may approve the storage of
flammable liquids in approved vault=d aboveyround tanks in areas where such storage is not
prohubited

hie poriens of property, referred 1o in the Uniform Fire Code, as areas in which bulk plants
or terminals for flammat e or combustible liquids are racetved, shall be fimuted as follows:
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WA Inali areas within Saata Fe County, other than those zoned and desm:la:ed ‘heavy mdustnal“
-, districts by the Board of Courty Commissioners of Santa Fe County, the bu.l" plants or
terminals referred to in the Uniform Fire Code are ororubxted 1 5281 3 d

- Secton 6. Establishment of limits in which bulk storage of liquefied petroleum gases is

.1o be prohibited/restricted. o

ers

The limits referrad to the Untform Fire Coce in which storage of liquefied petroleum is
resiricted, are herety e i

All areas except those zoned as heavy industrial zone as defined in the County Code and those
areas ourside the Ccunry’'s zonin- authority by reason of exclusive ownership and control by
the Urited Stares of America or the Stare of Naw Mexico.

Fire Coce. the Fire \/[arshai as cefined within the Uniform Fire Code, may approve the
locatien of su c‘1 sicrage in arzas where such storage is not prohibited by the Uniferm Fire
Coca, and rhis Fire Preraction Code.

Uroa presentaticn of plans conforming with design critenia as estadiisted by the Uniform

Secrion 7. Establishment of limits of districts in which storage of explosives and biasting
"~ agents is to be prohibited.

The limits referred w0 in the Uniform Fire Coda, in which storage of explesives and blasting

5

- 's prohibized, ar2 herebv established as the entire County except those areas outside

the County’s zoning autherity by reason of exclusive ewnzrship and controi by the Lmrﬂd
men

----- dalda

1ca or Siate of Mew Mexico.

Section 8. Amendments made in the Fire Prevention Code.

The s.c:u.mef1 Cod=> a;;ov» tre ownership, possession and dischargs of dreworks classified as
greundwork's withun th v, and allow these freworks to be sold within the County,
pursuan: to tha ruies anc :eguiat:ens of the State Fire Marshal, State Corporatien
Commission and Santa F2 Countv Cede
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! 1994 UNIFORM FIRE CODE REVISIONS/DELETIONS

' REVISED | 75 Flammable and Combustible Liquids

: REVISED 33 Azrosol Preducts

| DELETED A-1-B Life Safery Requirsments for Existng High ~Ruse

| Buiidings

i REVISE { A-II-A Minimum Rural Modification Requirements

= DELETED t A-TII-B Medificarions to Hvdranr Placement

; REVISED [AV-B Chnstas Trees -

Section 9. Conflicring provisions.




I.u the event them exists conflicting rem.ire.;.e'lrs within the prowsmns of the adopted Codes

. _such conflicts shall be resolved in favor of the swicter provisions. - . . " © T

1528135 ..

Section 10. Appeals.

Whenever the Fire Marshal disapproves an application or refuses to grant a permit applied
for, or when it is ciaimad that the provisions of the adooted Codes do rot apply, or that the
true inteant and meaning of the Codes have been misconstrued or wrongly interpreted, the
applicant may appeal, in writing, from the decision of the Fire Marshal, to the Santa Fe
County Development Raview Comruttes, Extraterritorial Zoning Authority and
Extraterritorial Zoning Commission or the Board of County Commissioners whichever body
governs the jurisdiczicn in which the affected property lies. The 2ppeal must be submitted five
(3) calendar davs fom the darte of the decision. The applicant must state the grounds for the
appeal, consisting of specific statements of fact. specifying the gections of the Codes and
Ordinance upon whuch the appeal is based. and cause for appeal.

Section 11. New materials. processes or pccupancies which mav reguire permits.

Tre ‘:1r\. Marshal, in consuiratior with the Crief of the Fire Department, shall determine and
specify, after giving affected perscns an opportumry to be heard, any new materials, processes
or ocbu:arc es for which permiis are requ:ref‘ in addition to these now enumerated in the
adoote.. Codes. Such determinations and specifications shall be posted in a conspicuous place
inshe:office of the County Clerk. and copies thereof shall be made availzble 10 interested
persons. . S

Section 12. Enforcement-Penalties. .

A. Complaints.

\Whenever 2 vioiztion of this Ordinance or adopted Code occurs or is alleged to
hava cccurred, any person may file a2 written complaint, such complaint, stating
fullv the causes and basis thereof. shall be submirted o the Office of the Fire
Marshal  The Orfice of the Fire Marshal shall investigate promptly and take
action theracn as roliows:

B. Insoection.

The Fira Marshals Offce shall. when required, inspec: a site or building(s) wherz
crovisicns of the Ordinance or adopted Codes are aileged 0 have been violated

C. Notice of Violation.
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Where provisions of this Ordinance or adouted Codes are bemg wolated, o FgEh
notification in writing shall be submitted to the owner or tenant of the property,
indicaring the nature of the violations and ordering the action necessary to correct
it. Such notice shall require the taking of any other action authorized by this )
Ordinance and or adopted Codes to ensure compliance with or to prevent - -:...
violaticns of its provisions. The provisions of this Section shall not preclude the - . ..
citation of 2 violazor without Jrst issuing a Notice of Violaton.

D. Violarions of the Ordinance and er Adopted Codes.

In addition to any penaity or cther remedy provided by law, any person,
ccrporation, enzity or organization, found to have committed a violation of any
of she provisions of the Ordinancze or adopted Codes, shall be punished by a fine
of up o $300.00 or imprisonment up to six (6) ménths, or beth 2 fine and
imprisonment. Each-dayv on which the Ordinance or adopted Codes are violated
shall constitute a separate violation.

E. Injunctive Ralief, Mandamus.

The Boarc. the Disiricr Attorney or the Aromey Generai mav apely to the District
Court for Injuncrive Raijlerf

Section 13. Reneal of Conflicting Ordinances.

All former Ordinances cr narts thereof conflicting or inconsistent with the provisions of this
Ordinance or of the 1997 edition of the Uriform Fire Code and all subsequent amendments
or revisions thereof or most recently published =ditions thereof, and other adopted Codes, as
adegred and amended herain are hereby repealed. i

Section 14. Validirv,

The Santa Fe County Commission hersbyv declares that should any section, paragraph,
sentenca or word of this Ordinanca or of the 2depred Codes, as adopred and amended heretn,
be declared for any reasorn ¢ be invalid, it is the intant of the Couney that it would have
passed all other portions of :his Ordinance and adogted Coces independent of the elimination
herarefore of any such portion 35 may be deciarsd invalid.

Section 13. Renovations and Modifications.

-\:‘ suilding or structure which undergoes rerovation or modification in excess of 49% (i.e.,
38%; or mere) in area as 155:355&':1 ov the Countv Land Use Administrator shall be required to
mez=t the currear Fire Code regquiraments found and adopred through this Ordinance and
Crdinance 1598- An Ordinance Amending Ordinance 1996 - 10 Arzicle [V, Section
[ Amicle VII, Section & 7.
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--. The Fire Marsnal shaﬂ make hlS determmanon on a case by case review uuhzmg hss

R .Adisc"euona.rv powers the Uniform Bullcuncr Code (UBC) ‘and the L'mform I-'u'e Code _m
8 L.-OU.}UUC"IOH w:fh other reiarive sections of this Ordmance as apohcable : _—'~ UL

Section 16. Effective Date.

This Ordinance Code shall become 2fective on the 30% day after recording of the Ordinance
in the Counry Ordinance book. Any re-recordings or recompilation of the adopted Codes or
this Ordinance shall not effect this “Effective Date.”

Fire Prevention Permits. Fines and Damage Qbligations

Section 1. Fire Prevenuon Code Permits.

‘Agaiications for the foliowing permits ars required:

A Permir for outdoor burning of vegetarion\/

B. Permut for bonfirs /

C. Parmut for freworks dispiay -~

NOTE: Fireworks permits must be reviewed and approved by the Fire Marshal.
D. Permir for biasting '

A permit constitutes permissicn to mainrain, store, use or handle materials, or to conduct
pra esses, which may produce conditions hazardous to life or property and to install
eguipment used in connaction with such actisities. Such permission is conditional and shall

nce be construed as authoriny to violate, cancel or set asids any of the previsions of this code.
Such permit shall not taka the place of any license requirad oy Staze or racerai law. Fireworks
displavs and parmit-required biaszlrz require 2 temporary business license from the County
Land Use Adminisiraior that must oe aporoved oy tite Fira Marshal.

Parmits shall te Xept an the premises designated therein ar all times and shall be posted in a
conspicuous lecation on the pramises or shall be kept on the premises in a location designated

v the Fira Marshal and’or the Land Use Administratar as appropriate. Permits shall be
suDject 1o inscccxion ar all timzs ﬁ} tr.e Fire Department and the Land Use department or

other authenized gerson(s) and skhalf 2iso comply with applicable Santa Fe Ceunty Land Lse
and Environmenral regulations
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pavment of damages tc persons or property and/cr reclamation which arise from or are
caused by the conduct of an act authorized by the permit. The Land Use Administrator or the
Fire Marshal is authorized to specify a greater or lesser amount whery, in their opinion,
condizions at the locaticn of use indicate a greater or lesser amount is required.

Excaption: Government entities shall be exempted from paying for a permit to blast,
pursuaat to the Uniform Fire Code.

Section 2. Obligation for dumages and securicv therefore.

‘l'J

The applicant shall be otligared 1o pay for damages auriburable 1o the permimed activity. A
; liapilizv insurance, and escrow deposit or other apgropriate security may be requirsd
as a conditien or issuance of pamicular permit if in the opinion. of the Fire Marshal. such
urity shouid be required for the requested actvity.

Section 3. Fines for consecutive responses to fal'sé alarms.

In the event of a failure of a fra-protection svsiem or an excessive number of accidental
activation’s. the Fire Marshal is authorized to require the building owner or occupant to
crovide fire waich oersennel unul the sysiem is repaired. (UFC 1001.5.3.1)

Urpon receipt of the third false a.lar"1 to the same location within 30 calendar days, a citation
shail be issued The person, corperation. entity or organizarion found to have commutted this
action shall be punished by a fine of uo to $386.00 or imprisonment up to § months or both
in 2ddition to any penaity or other remedy provided oy law.

Vhen a fourth such false alarm occurs, and/succeeding false alarms occur, a citation shall be
autemaiicaily issued for each cczurrance with the same penalties appiving

The same Sne schedule shall be villizad in aczordance with false bomb scares, bomb scares
wherz a device is “ound, false fre ailarms. and any cther tvpe of malicicus false alarm 1n

graclude the Fire Marshal to sesk anyv other
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" Before a permit is issued to use emlosu.e matenals the zrpuhca.nt shall file an acceptable
.. surerv bond with the Land Use depariment or a public liability insurance for an amount to be
determined by the Land Use Administrator and/or the Fire Marshal for the purpose of the



1997 UNTFORM FIRE CODE REVISIONS |

Article 79 - Flammable and Combustible Liquids

Tc enforce the Code 2s writren, plastic containers of Class I and Class I liquids must be
removed from store shelves and our of general purpose warehouses with very few exceptions.
Section 7902.1.8.1.5 ofthe Uniform Fire Code (1997 Edition and all subsequent amendments
) requires thar an excepiion be added to allow mercanules, such as auto parts stores,
convenience storss, e:xc., to continue to display Ciass I and Class [I liquids in plastic
conrtainers for merchandising purpcses on their shelves. This exception will not preclude the
installation of automatic fre protection systems as defined or required in subsequent
applicable or relatad secticas. ' S
This excepticn is designad o allow this iaritude to business owners while not limuting
recognized fire protectica methedoiogies designed to minimize/mirigate the magnitude of' a
fire invelving this tvpe of hazard ‘
7902.1.8.1.5 Plastic Cenzainers.

Exception: 1) Mercanziie 2sabii ats shall be allowed io display Class I and

Class I7 liquids i plastic containers ur w0 cne-fitar in size, for merchandising

ses. Ths =\ceat on is not inteaded o0 become a substirute for large.quanticy
storage as defined by Liguid Storage Warehouse and Aerosc! Warehousz of the Code.

Article 88 - Aa2rosols

8S02.1.9 2 Rezall dispiav. Not more than 50C pounds of Lavels 2 and 3 z2erosols shall be
displayed in retail saies cccupancy. The display of Lavels 2 and 3 aerosols shall be permutted

in basements, ger 8802.1.3
Appendix TIJ-A. Minimum Rurai Modification Requirsments

Whereas the development liss outside the two mile Exira Territorial Zoning oundaries of the
Cirv of Santa Fe and cr is sussice of the boundaries of an approved water system capable cf
' '."E i :': ;
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} Tiow 3s speciiad in Tabie J.II- At t "1'1.: Coce tha
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convenmonal waiar svstam or storaga Faci ht es to be de'efmﬂ-m "'d approvec

M-S 3504

nal. Estatlisnment of water supoles for fire suppression and achtevement of
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- ,requu'ecf ﬁre ﬂow shall be tne responsxbxhty of t.he developer of the pmpertv to be conﬁrmed . E -
. -and approved by the Fire Marshal, The syStem § shall be engineered to mest or exceed. all

‘requirements of the Fire Marshal and that of alt’ apphcao[e codes as contained herein. = "7 :
' Individual residental and/or commercial occupancies within or separate from approved =

developments may be required to provide increased levels of fire protection, automatic
suppression, automatic notifcation systems or any combination thereof.

Appendix I'V-B, Chrisumas Trees

Section 10 - Electric Lights

Section 11 - Egress

Christmas trees shall not be placad in a pesiricn that would block or obsiruct an exit. means ;
0 an exit or a passageway leacding 10 an ex:t, '

APPROVED, ADOPTED AND PASSED rais 11® day of August, 1968,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS fi

COUNTY CF SANTA £Z C/ﬂﬁ.é)sé? '

A STATE OF NEW MEXIC 3

f\:]wm P & { hereby cartity that this instrum )

Marzos P Trujillo, Cha.xrp rson for recorigh e oc.m{% -
d or-*e cc:rc

:2:: - %j’- w of the rer-ords cf

Santa Fe County.

T : Wiiness my Hand and Seal of Offica
e er'ecca Bus;amante

/ L. gjﬂ%&
W ". ,_ .. ..

2becca Bustamante, Couney Clerk

Approved as e form:
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T :
Denice Brown Kulseth, County Atzomney




